
The Ants 

He said, "O my people, why are you impatient for 
evil instead of good? Why do you not seek 

forgiveness of Allah that you may receive mercy?" 

Your goal is Allah, to worship Him. Belief unites, and disbelief divides. In every civilization, there are different 
members, and they are united when the goals are the same. 

The Thamud were so advanced, and they brought their own destruction upon themselves by their actions. 
Only 9 people destroyed the entire civilization. 

When the truth comes, you can be sure that people won't like it, and will reject it, whereas any false idea will 
have many followers. All the deviated groups began with an idea. This shows people don't think, and this is 
why civilizations are shallow and foolish, without values. Islam has increased values, building blocks which 
erect a lasting civilization. There will always be enemies of the truth, followers of falsehood, because this is 
easy, they don't have to think and work at it. 

The approach of Salih عليه السالم was gentle, brotherly and 
kind. At the same time, he had to make their mistakes clear. 
A brother wants all the good for you, so he corrects you 
when you make a mistake. A brotherhood or sisterhood 
offers kind support, but points out each others’ mistakes. 
Thus brings about an elevated society. Salih عليه السالم didn't 
want power and wealth and kingdom, he only wanted to 
guide the people. So he was direct, and didn't delay the 
correction, otherwise the issue can take root, and take more 
of an effort to uproot. 

Nurturing from Allah also comes quickly, and you must also 
accept it quickly. You must also clear up any doubts 
immediately. There must be no disconnection, because then 
the reform may not happen. 

A direct approach, with gentleness and a kind manner, will 
make them feel a part of you, bringing them closer to you. If 
your intention is good, then Allah will help you. 

Good deeds beautify the face, while the wickedness makes 
it ugly. Lying is the head of all evil, while truthfulness takes 
you to all the goodness. 

If you have two options, to stand in the sun, or indoors in a 
cool room, which would you choose? Any sane person will 
choose to be comfortably inside, but some people hasten to 
harm themselves by doing evil. 

No one wants to be miserable, we all want a good life. But 
when Salih عليه السالم gave them the message to worship 
Allah, the people divided, and the the majority chose 
disbelief, the easy way, so that they would not have to 
change, opting not to leave their comfort zone. 
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When Salih عليه السالم gave the Thamud the two options, of good and bad, they rejected the message, and 
chose the evil. It is the tendency of most of the people to do more bad than good. We have so many 
opportunities to do good, but instead we choose to do evil. Running to do evil, leaving the goodness, makes 
society go backwards. If we put all the evil aside, and choose the good, the society will be elevated. When you  
choose the evil, you are hastening the punishment for yourself. It is as if you are giving away the good, and 
purchasing the punishment for yourself. 

The approach of Salih عليه السالم was not to command, but to suggest and question. This is a very positive way 
to deal with people. You must quit the sin, and seek the forgiveness of Allah. This has to be continuous, as can 
be seen by the word تستغفرون being in the present tense. 

Leaving the sin and asking Allah for forgiveness is the way to mercy, 
which brings all the goodness of dunya and akhirah, and averts all 
the evil. The mercy of Allah surrounds everything. You are living and 
breathing by the mercy of Allah, you will go to Jannah only by the 
mercy of Allah. You need the mercy 
of Allah, but Allah doesn't need 
anything from you. The more 
istighfar you do, the more mercy of 
Allah you get. When Allah forgives 
you, He showers you with His 
mercy. 

In order to get the mercy of Allah, 
you must show mercy to His creation, even animals. If you don't have any 
mercy on others, you won't get any either. The sinners need the most mercy. 
The more istighfar you make, the softer you become. 

The Messenger of Allah 
 : said صلى اهلل عليه وسلم

َمْن الَ يَرَْحُم الَ يُرَْحُم
He who is not merciful to 
others, will not be treated 

mercifully.
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The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
 : said وسلم

َا َقَضى اْلَخْلقَ َكتََب ِعنَْدهُ فَوْقَ  إِنَّ اهللََّ ملَّ
َعرِْشِه إِنَّ رَْحَمِتي َسبََقْت َغَضِبي
When Allah had finished His 

creation, He wrote over his Throne: 
My Mercy preceded My Anger.
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