
The Ants 

And there were in the city nine 
family heads causing corruption 

in the land and not amending [its affairs]. 

The followers of the truth are confident upon it. The ones on 
falsehood 
accuse 
those who 
are in the 
truth. The 
Thamud 
rejected 
Salih عليه 
 and السالم
accused 
him, and 
Salih عليه 
 refuted السالم
their 
accusations. 
The cause 
of their 
destruction 
were nine 
people from 
their nation, 
who made them reject the truth. Allah made the reason for their 
rejection very clear.

The nation of Thamud lived in a large and modern city, not a village 
or town. Theirs was an advanced civilization, the remains of which 
still exist in Al-Hijr. We have different examples of advanced 
civilizations in this surah. 

Allah mentions the number of people involved in the crime. The 
word رهط means a group of men between three and ten in number. 
Here they are nine men, chiefs of the people of Thamud, men with 
power. 

These men were spreading corruption and mischief. In general, the 
main goal of the chiefs is to make their cities more advanced and 
established. But from the Thamud, these nine chiefs were 
spreading corruption in their city with their sins. Their sins corrupted 
their civilization. 

Imagine nine men from a city of hundreds and thousands of 
inhabitants, were the cause of their downfall. The corruption they 

caused was by their disbelief, rejecting the truth, and attacking the 
deen. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم called the people to Allah, but they declared war against him, attacking 
the deen, trying to ruin his reputation. When you recognize the truth, but attack the bearer of the truth, this 

 1 ذو القعدة 1438
24.7.17

َكذَّبَْت ثَُموُد امْلُرَْسلنَِي
Thamud denied the messengers
إِذْ َقاَل َلُهْم أَُخوُهْم َصالِحٌ أاََل تَتَُّقوَن

When their brother Salih said to them, 
"Will you not fear Allah ?

إِنِّي َلُكْم رَُسوٌل أَِمنٌي
Indeed, I am to you a trustworthy 

messenger.
فَاتَُّقوا اهللََّ َوأَِطيُعوِن

So fear Allah and obey me.
َوَما أَْسأَُلُكْم َعَليِْه ِمْن أَْجٍر ۖ إِْن أَْجِرَي إاِلَّ َعَلىٰ 

رَبِّ اْلَعامَلنَِي
And I do not ask you for it any 

payment. My payment is only from the 
Lord of the worlds.

أَتُتْرَُكوَن ِفي َما َهاُهنَا آِمِننَي
Will you be left in what is here, secure 

[from death],
ِفي َجنَّاٍت َوُعيُوٍن

Within gardens and springs
َوزُُروٍع َونَْخٍل طَْلُعَها َهِضيٌم

And fields of crops and palm trees with 
softened fruit?

َوتَنِْحتُوَن ِمَن اْلِجبَاِل بُيُوتًا فَارِِهنَي
And you carve out of the mountains, 

homes, with skill.
فَاتَُّقوا اهللََّ َوأَِطيُعوِن

So fear Allah and obey me.
واََل تُِطيُعوا أَْمَر امْلُْسرِِفنَي

And do not obey the order of the 
transgressors

الَِّذيَن يُفِْسُدوَن ِفي اأْلَرِْض واََل يُْصلُِحوَن
Who cause corruption in the land and 

do not amend."
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corruption. Look at the contrast between Sulayman عليه السالم, Balqis, and the chiefs of Thamud; all they 
wanted was their evil desires. When the leaders think of the good of the people, and the pleasure of Allah, 
then everything is good in the nation. The duty of the chiefs is to reform and fix, bring their civilization forward, 
but these nine men did the opposite, spreading the evil with their sins. 

Their dwellings remain, as do their words, but the people are long gone, destroyed for remaining passive in the 
face of the sins of the nine men from among them. 

They said, "Take a 
mutual oath by Allah 

that we will kill him by 
night, he and his family. 
Then we will say to his 

executor, 'We did not 
witness the destruction of his family, and indeed, we are truthful.' " 

Salih عليه السالم was an obstacle in the path of their desires, so the chiefs decided to get rid of him. They had is 
much enmity in their hearts, against the truth, and the 
carrier of the truth. They were so insistent upon their 
enmity, that they swore by Allah. This shows they knew 
Allah and His greatness. It also showed their 
determination. Their mission was great in their eyes. They 
would plot in the night, and kill Salih عليه السالم and his 
family. They wanted him out of the house, and this was the 
quickest way in their eyes. 

Committing a crime is never the solution of a problem. You 
must reform yourself, overcome your weaknesses. The 
followers of falsehood will never accept the truth. So these 
nine men decided to kill Salih عليه السالم and his family 
secretly in the darkness of the night, showing their 
cowardice. 


