
The Ants 

They said, "Take a mutual oath by Allah that we will 
kill him by night, he and his family. Then we will 

say to his guardian, 'We did not witness the 
destruction of his family, and indeed, we are 

truthful.' " 

Salih عليه السالم had a guardian to protect and defend him, so that if someone tried to harm him and his family, 
they would be in danger. So the group of nine men planned what they would say later. They were so advanced 
in their evil, that they prepared their plot from 
beginning to end. They had the qualities of 
leadership, they were organized and determined, they 
consulted each other, but it was all for evil and 
falsehood, so it was useless. So they prepared their 
answer for the guardian of Salih عليه السالم after the 
crime. 

Firawn also had the qualities of a successful leader, 
but if the leader disobeys Allah, these qualities are of 
no use. Firawn and the Thamud disobeyed Allah, and 
were unsuccessful, and perished. Sulayman عليه السالم 
was an obedient slave, and Balqis submitted to Allah. 

The nine chiefs of the Thamud spoke with 
determination and affirmation, that they would deny 
the accusation of the guardian of Salih عليه السالم, and 
they prepared a very diplomatic answer. They took at 
oath to face the consequences if they had to, even 
though it was improbable to be placed in this 
situation. They wouldn't lie, because that is so 
stressful, but they would hedge the question and say 
they didn't witness it. This would be the truth, 
because they were the perpetrators. 

Allah disclosed all this to show us how they used their  
noble qualities for corruption. Like a mafia, they 
wanted to kill Salih عليه السالم and his whole family. 
This was similar to a political assassination. 

They were very confident in their crime and evil plot.  Their words were like codes, no one else would 
understand what they actually meant. They had expert communication skills. They didn't want to leave any 
clue of their crime. 

And they planned a plan, and We planned a 
plan, while they perceived not. 

Allah calls their their planning a secret evil plot. They used all 
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the points of a positive planning for evil. Allah also planned a perfect plan, and they didn't realize that Allah was 
watching their plotting and knew everything. They didn't even feel the subtle plan of Allah, that their plan would 
overturn on them. They took all the means, but the table were about to be overturned upon them. 


