
 

The theme of Surah Sad is surrendering while returning to the truth (اإلســـتسالم فـــي الـــعودة إلـــى 
 and how he quickly came back to (عـــــــــــــليه الســـــــــــــالم) Now we look at the story of Dawud .(الـــــــــــــحق
the truth with submission. 

  
And has the news of the litigants reached you? When they climbed over the wall into (his) Mihrab 

(a praying place or a private room,).  

Allah (هلالج لج) gave him mountains and birds to glorify Allah (هلالج لج) with him. Allah (هلالج لج) gave 
him the wisdom and the ability to divide between people in times of dispute to separate 
between the truth and falsehood. Dawud (عـــــــــــــليه الســـــــــــــالم) was known for his worship- for his 
praying and fasting. He had his mihrab- his private place of worship. He is an obedient 
slave of Allah (هلالج لج). Here, Allah (هلالج لج) tells us about a strange incident that happened to 
Dawud (عــــــــــــــــــلـيـه الـســــــــــــــــــالم). Two people had a dispute but they didn’t come to him through the 
door. They came to him without permission by climbing over the wall into his mihraab. 

  
When they entered in upon Dawud (David), he was terrified of them, they said: "Fear not! (We 
are) two litigants, one of whom has wronged the other, therefore judge between us with truth, 

and treat us not with injustice, and guide us to the Right Way. 

He was in his place and time of worship, but the test came to him. He was afraid of them. 
This shows us that we need to expect the unexpected- the test can come anywhere at 
anytime. They told him- ‘don’t be afraid. We transgressed between us and we don't know 
who is right and who is wrong. You judge with truth between us, don't be one-sided and 
guide us.’- tell us what is right and what is wrong. 
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Places of Istigfaar in the Qur’an 
مواطن اإلستغفار ف القرآن



  
Verily, this my brother (in religion) has ninety nine ewes, while I have (only) one ewe, and he 

says: "Hand it over to me, and he overpowered me in speech.” 

Then one person spoke- ‘this is my brother’- whether by relation or by religion. He said 
his brother has 99 ewes and I have only one so he wanted one of mine so he can have 
hundred. His brother said- ‘leave this one for me’ and he spoke to me eloquently till I was 
convinced and had to give in.  

  
[Dawud (David)] said (immediately without listening to the opponent): "He has wronged you in 

demanding your ewe in addition to his ewes. And, verily, many partners oppress one another, 
except those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and they are few." And Dawud (David) 

guessed that We have tried him and he sought Forgiveness of his Lord, and he fell down prostrate 
and turned (to Allah) in repentance. 

Dawud (عــــــــــــــــــلـــيـــه الـــســــــــــــــــــالم) didn’t listen to the other person and he straight away passed his 
judgement by saying the one who demanded the ewes was being unjust to you- he did ظــلم. 
This was the test- he passed judgement without listening to both parties. We fall into this 
test often. For example, if a woman complains about her husband or a daughter 
complains about her father- sometimes without considering the other party we quickly 
side the one who complained assuming he or she is oppressed.  

Then Allah (هلالج لج) tells us- the more you mix with people, the higher chances of 
transgressing against each other. Except the believers and those doing good deeds will not 
transgress against each other- but they are very few. After Dawud (عــــــــــــــــليه الســــــــــــــــالم) made that 
judgement, Allah (هلالج لج) guided him and he quickly realized that he was being tested and he 
didn’t do well in that test. Allah (هلالج لج) tested him to make him aware. He straight away 
asked Allah (هلالج لج) for forgiveness. The place of istigfar here is- you were tested and realize 
it after the test. For example, while listening to class, your husband or parents called you- 
then you are in the test- do you think bad of them? Or when you are praying or reading 
Qur’an, someone comes based on your role- he was a judge so people came seeking 
judgement. You are worshipping Allah (هلالج لج), and the test comes to you.  
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Most of the people realize the test (fitnah) after the time of the test. Very few realize the 
test at the time of the test. May Allah (هلالج لج) give us the insight. Ameen. Dawud (عــــــليه الســــــالم) 
realized and he quickly sought forgiveness and fell down bowing- meaning praying to 
Allah (هلالج لج). He returned to Allah (هلالج لج) with repentance. When you realize you were being 
tested and you had failed the test then quickly seek forgiveness and turn back to him with 
repentance. Here, the mention of ruku shows magnifying and prayer.  

Dawud (عليه السالم) did three things after being tested (بعد الفتنة):  
1.  .He sought forgiveness :فاستغفر ربه
2.  .He did ruku, meaning he prayed :وخر راكعا
3.   .He repented  :واناب

Shaikh As Saady said seeking forgiveness and worship, especially the prayer is expiation 
of sins (اإلستغفار والعبادة، خصوصا الصالة مكفرات الذنوب). The good deeds expiate the bad deeds.  
He made mistake, realized his mistake, repented and prayed. Allah (هلالج لج) appreciated this 
action and there is a sujood for recitation in the ayah. What happened after? 

   
So We forgave him that, and verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good place of (final) 

return (Paradise). 

Allah (هلالج لج) forgave him and He elevated him because of how he reacted after falling into 
the test. 

  
O Dawud (David)! Verily! We have placed you as a successor on earth, so judge you between men 

in truth (and justice) and follow not your desire for it will mislead you from the Path of Allah. 
Verily! Those who wander astray from the Path of Allah (shall) have a severe torment, because 

they forgot the Day of Reckoning. 

Then Allah (هلالج لج) tells him that he has been placed as a leader on the earth, to judge 
between the people with truth and not to follow his desires. After quickly seeking 
forgiveness, worship and repentance, his position was higher. So after any fitnah, quickly 
return to Allah (هلالج لج) and He will elevate you higher than before. 
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