
The Ants 

But the answer of his people was not except that 
they said, "Expel the family of Lot from your city. 
Indeed, they are people who keep themselves pure. 

The messages come to guide the people, and Allah doesn't punish 
the people until after He sends the message, and they still don't mend their ways. We must be very cautious 
and observant, alert to recognize the messages of Allah. 

In the Qura'an, we are given good and bad examples of things. In this surah, we are shown examples of 
corrupted civilizations  Firawn, the Thamud, the people of Lut عليه السالم. For the Egyptians, one person, 
Firawn, was the cause of the destruction of the entire 
nation. For Salih عليه السالم, nine men from the 
Thamud caused the intense destruction of all the 
people. In the case of the people of Sudoom, the 
entire civilization was corrupt. 

If an evil is left unchecked, it will spread like a 
disease. For the people of Lut عليه السالم, some of 
them started this corrupt practice, and they weren't 
stopped, so eventually all the nation joined in. In the 
whole town, only Lut عليه السالم, his two daughters, 
and his wife didn't indulge in this evil practice. The 
worst thing thing in a civilization is immorality, and it 
will bring destruction in its wake. 

Advice is always to protect the person, but the people 
of Sudoom responded with objections; they opposed 
and objected and attacked their messenger. 

This was their only answer, which we see by the 
negation and exception, which are an affirmation. 

ما + إال = الحصر 
Lut عليه السالم was not a born citizen of Sudoom, he 
was not related by blood to the people of Sudoom,  
he was sent there by Allah, to guide the people. 
Some messengers were born in the cities which they 
preached, and some were sent there. But when a 
teacher takes over teaching a student, he becomes a 
part of the person. This is why Allah says قومه, his 
nation. 

Their sin was connected to their desire, so it was 
difficult for them to stop. When the people of desire 
receive a messenger, or an adviser, they get irritated. 
Their solution is to close their ears to the advice, 
which goes against their desire. They don't want to 
face the one who is advicing them, because they 
know they are doing wrong. 
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When the advice comes, it is painful, and they should submit to it, but they chose the cowardly way. The sinner 
is cowardly and unbalanced, he wants to stop the voice of truth, by any extreme way, by killing, as in the case 
of Thamud, or exiling, as the people of Sudoom chose. This is such a contrast from the reaction of Balqis, who 
submitted to truth when faced with it, saving herself and her people from destruction. 

The decided to exile Lut عليه السالم and his family. They use the word قريتكم, your village. The village has the 
characteristic of everyone knowing each other, doing the same actions. They may have been living in a big 
city, but they were all the same, so they resembled a village. For the nation of Thamud, the word city is used, 
because the 9 men conspired to kill their messenger, and ultimately caused the destruction of their entire 
nation. The nation of Lut عليه السالم lived in a city, but everyone was united in making decisions, not any 
authority and leaders. Corruption can come from a leader, a group of people, or the whole nation. They wanted 
to encourage and motivate each other, by bringing nationalistic pride into the picture. 

They gave reasons for their decision; they wanted to throw Lut عليه السالم and his family out of their city because 
they were purifying themselves constantly from their corrupt practice. This is a positive trait, to which they gave 
a negative interpretation. This is an example of the fitrah turned upside down; purity is a praised character, not 
something to be ridiculed. They saw right as wrong; they were really misguided. 

 


