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Why do we need to learn the manners of a carrier of the Qur’an? Because Allah said 
that the Qur’an is a ‘heavy word’- قـــــــــوال ثـــــــــقيال. The Qur’an is noble and high and one needs 
to have the proper manners and etiquette to be a carrier of the Qur’an- whether he is 
reciting it, listening to it, learning or teaching it. 

TO BE IN THE PERFECT CONDITION 
From the manners of the carrier of the Qur’an is to be in the perfect condition in 
every way. In the manner he sits, his beauty, cleanliness- because he is receiving the 
Qur’an. He needs to be at his best- better than when he is with any other knowledge. 
When Jibreel (عــــــــــــليه الســــــــــــالم) came to the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) in human form, he was in the best 
appearance.  

What you are learning needs to show on your appearance and actions. In some 
schools, the children are not allowed to shout and scream and this shows their good 
manners. When you are a carrier of the Qur’an, then your appearance and manners 
need to be more generous than anywhere else.  

TO EXALT HIMSELF FROM WHAT THE QUR’AN TELLS HIM TO ABSTAIN 
FROM 

There are a few things that the Qur’an mentions that we should abstain from. In 
general, what is forbidden is less than what is allowed. The carrier of the Qur’an 
follows what is mentioned in the Qur’an- he does what the Qur’an mentions to do and 
abstains from those matters that the Qur’an mentions to abstain from.  
For example, in Surah Luqman, several manners are mentioned- such are walking with 
dignity and to not raise your voice loudly.  

Also in Surah Al Hujurat, Allah mentions several etiquette and the carrier of the Qur’an 
will follow these. Don’t precede your word in front of that of Allah and His Messenger. 
Don’t mock others- even while joking. A carrier of the Qur’an does not make fun of 
others. He does not insult or give nick names to others. None of these manners are 
suiting a carrier of the Qur’an. He does not backbite. We don’t want to read the Qur’an 
and then have bad manners. The carrier of the Qur’an needs to be extra careful as his 
bad manners should not become a reason for people to say- O look at him, he is 
reading the Qur’an but look at how he behaves.  
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Allah tells us in the Qu’ran, to obey Allah, His Messenger and those in authority. You 
abstain from anything the Qur’an tells you to abstain from out of honor and respect 
towards the Qur’an.  

If it is mentioned in the Qur’an to do something but you do the opposite then this is 
disrespecting the Qur’an. If you control yourself to follow the Qur’an then you are 
respecting the Qur’an.  

Honor yourself. Don’t make fun of others, exalt yourself, share rumors, show off. 
When you face any vain talk then turn away from the situation with honor.  

Be humble towards the righteous and towards the weak in society. Sulaiman (عــــــــــــــــــلــــيــــه 
 was humble with the ant. But with the ant, hudhud and Bilqis he was strict as (الــســــــــــــــــــالم
that was appropriate for his position at the time. He spoke about the blessing of the 
religion and this is not boasting as he was speaking about the favors of Allah upon 
him. This is how a carrier of the Qur’an is. He is humble and tranquil with dignity. 
These are important characteristics of a carrier of the Qur’an.  

Even the rulers of a country carry themselves with dignity, humility and honor. The 
one who has a noble position should have the proper etiquette that reflects his 
position.  

Umar bin Khattab (رضــــــــــــــــــي اهلل عــــــــــــــــــنـه) held a special sermon for the carriers of the Qur’an 
where he told them to raise their head high- meaning what they are doing is 
something noble so don’t look down upon it. Those with a position in duniya matters 
are not higher than you. He told them that Allah showed them the way, so race 
towards all forms of goodness.  

One cannot be a carrier of the Qur’an and not be doing good deeds. He also told 
them- don’t be a burden on the people. He needs to be easy going with the people 
and not be demanding.  

Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (رضـــي اهلل عـــنه) said, the carrier of the Qur’an needs to stand out and 
be recognized from amongst the people. Even if he is silent, he stands our from the 
crowd because of his behavior. He will be recognized even when people are sleeping 
in the night or eating in the day. He will be recognized by his sadness even when 
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people are rejoicing, because he remembers his responsibilities and the day of 
judgement.  He will be recognized by his tears even when the people are laughing. He 
will be recognized by his silence even when people are indulged in speech. He is not 
influenced by those around him- he is different. He will be recognized by his humility 
when people are boasting and being arrogant.  

Don’t listen to anyone who discourages you- including your own self. With the Qur’an, 
you are on a beautiful journey.  

Don’t look down at anyone- even in your heart. Any situation that you face, take 
yourself out with honor. For example, when you go to a wedding and if you see 
something unlawful, then don’t create a scene in that place. You don’t want to show 
that ‘I am religious and you don’t know’. Be a peaceful person.  

Al Hasan Al Basri was from the salaf. He spoke of the sahaba- they see the Qur’an as a 
message from their Rabb, so they would ponder and reflect upon it in the night and 
act upon it in the morning.  

Fudhayl ibn Iyyad said- the carrier of the Qur’an will not be a burden on anyone- to  
the leader or even to someone lower. He doesn’t have any needs.  

The carrier of the Qur’an is a carrier of the flag of Islam and this is a big honour. 
When Allah gave you the Qur’an, don’t be ungrateful. Don’t be like- when I am with 
people, I will do what they do. Honor yourself. The carrier of the Qur’an will not play 
when the people are playing. He will not forget when the people forget and he will 
not be indulged in vain talk when he people are indulged in vain talk. This is because 
he is magnifying the right of the Qur’an.  

Do everything for the sake of Allah and nothing will be lost.  
Always remember, you were in darkness and Allah pulled you out… 

الحمد لله رب العاملني 
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