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Surah An Naml ( النمل سورة ) – Ayat 91 to 92 

Ayah 91 – ( َما   ِذهِ  َربَّ  أَۡعُبدَ  أَنۡ  أُِمۡرتُ  إِنَّ ـٰ َمَها ٱلَِّذى ٱۡلَبۡلَدةِ  َه ٱۡلُمۡسلِِمينَ  ِمنَ  أَُكونَ  أَنۡ  َوأُِمۡرتُ   َۖشۡىء    ُڪل   ۥ َولَهُ  َحرَّ ) (I 

(Muhammad ) have been commanded only to worship the Lord of this city 

(Makkah), Who has sanctified it and to whom belongs everything. And I am 

commanded to be from among the Muslims (those who submit to Allâh in Islâm)) 

▪ Ayat 91 to 93 are telling us about the task of the Prophet . He has been commanded to worship 

Allah ( هللا عبادة ), to be among the Muslims ( المسلمين من أكون ), to recite the Quran ( القرآن تالوة ), and to say 

‘alhamdulilah’ ( هلل الحمد ). This a general rule for us as well in order to have a proper and sound 

civilization. We all have to worship Allah and be among the Muslims, reciting the Quran is the fuel to 

keep us going, and we should say alhamdulilah because something will come afterwards.  

َما   أُِمۡرتُ  أَنۡ  أَۡعُبدَ ) (1) ▪  Allah :(I (Muhammad ) have been commanded only to worship) (إِنَّ

commanded the Prophet  and we too are commanded. This refutes deviated sects who assume 

the leader of the sect is not obligated from worships. The Prophet  worshipped Allah more than 

any us, the night prayer was obligated for him and he and his wives were far more accountable for 

their actions than others. For example the Prophet  frowned and turned away and it’s not suitable 

for him to do this, yet this indicent remained in Surah ‘Abasa. The prophets are more accountable 

for their actions. Suleiman (as) was firm with the hudhud because Suleiman (as) is accountable. 

When something happens, it’s the one who’s in charge who’s held accountable first because they’re 

responsible. In Islam it’s important for us to make dua for our leaders. To worship Allah is a 

command from Him. For example, there are rules in a place to not smoke. When someone is told ‘to 

not smoke’, they will tell them because these are the rules of the place, not my own rules. So what 

about when Allah says ‘to worship Him, to pray, to give zakat’. There is no one with greater 

authority than Allah and these are His rules. Worship is to obey Allah with humility ( بالطاعة تذلل ), not 

with arrogance. For example, you have a helper working at the house, and when she’s told to do 

something, she’s might be doing it out of arrogance thinking ‘what is this?’, yet still she’s obeying. 

No one knows what’s inside our hearts except Allah, and when we obey Him, we need to be humble. 

Look at Iblis who was a worshipper before, but was arrogant from obeying Allah. The Prophet  is 

commanded to worship Allah, the Lord of what? 

َمَها) ▪ ِذهِ  ٱۡلَبۡلَدةِ  ٱلَِّذى َحرَّ ـٰ  Ar Rabb is the :(the Lord of this city (Makkah), Who has sanctified it) (َربَّ  َه

Reformer and Nurturer. He’s the One Who’s taking care of us, and He nurtures us through 

situations, whether with people, animals, objects, or whatever it may be. If there’s a deficiency in us 

then we will be nurtured in that area until we overcome it. For example if we’re sensitive, then we’ll 

be nurtured until you overcome it. Whatever we’re attached to or we complain about the most, 

then the more we’ll get tested with it. In Surah An Naml, the name Ar Rabb is mentioned in relation 

to the blessings and knowledge. A person might look grateful or obedient from the outside, but he 

could be ungrateful or arrogant from the inside. Allah reforms us with blessings and the deen. Allah 

said specifically to worship ‘The Rabb of this city’, which is referring to Makkah. This is appropriate 

for Surah An Naml since it is about civilization. Why Makkah? Because Allah chose it, it is a sacred 

and special place. Allah is the Rabb of Makkah and the entire world, but He mentioned Makkah 
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specifically because the rules of Makkah are different from other places in the world. A person 

cannot hunt or cut trees, and a person needs to be more conscious and aware of his actions. The 

Companions didn’t live in Makkah because of its great sanctity and no one has greater faith than the 

Companions. Sins in Makkah are greater than anywhere else; to backbite in Makkah, or to look 

down on others in Makkah is worse than any other place, astaghfar Allah. How many people violate 

the rules in Makkah? So many, yet look at Allah’s forbearance, subhan Allah. (َمَها  means Allah (َحرَّ

forbade things in Makkah. For Allah to say ‘He’s the Rabb of this city’, then it’s an honor for Makkah. 

And because Allah has made Makkah sacred then we need to be grateful that Allah has assigned it 

to be sacred. Only Muslimeen can enter Makkah and not mushrikeen. For example, you see in clinics 

or restaurants that say ‘private entrance’, no one will say ‘why?’; only certain people can enter it. 

Similarly Makkah is only for Muslimeen. In Makkah, the rewards are multiplied and the sins are 

great there as well.   

▪ ( -everything belongs to Allah and this is to cut :(.and to whom belongs everything) (َولَهُ  ۥ ُڪل   َشۡىء    ۖ

off any doubt which someone might assume only Makkah belongs to Allah, astaghfar Allah. Because 

everything belongs to Allah, we need to respect everything. People belong to Allah, so we need to 

respect them. Your children do not belong to you but to Allah, so it’s important to respect them. 

When a person believes everything belongs to Allah, then he will ask the Owner. And when we know 

everything belongs to Him, then we know nothing belongs to us; we are simply in charge for a 

period of time. And nothing in this life is worth taking to the akhira, yet people are fighting for the 

duniya. In the end, it will all go away, and the only thing which will belong to us is what we did for 

the sake of Allah. May Allah grant us firdaous. Ameen.  

 And I am commanded to be from among the Muslims (those who) (َوأُِمۡرتُ  أَنۡ  أَُكونَ  ِمنَ  ٱۡلُمۡسلِِمينَ ) (2) ▪

submit to Allâh in Islâm)): The Prophet  is a Muslim and he’s been commanded to be a Muslim and 

this teaches us to not forget our origin. For example, someone might be a manager in a company, 

but he’s also an employee before anything else. When any rule is set, the leader is the first to submit 

to the rules before anyone else. A person needs to surrender to the command of Allah without 

objections and without arrogance. Look at Balqees and her chiefs, when she commanded there, 

there were no objections from them. When commands come from Allah, how should we deal with 

them? By submitting to Him. The Commands of Allah include His legislation and decrees. We should 

surrender to Allah’s decrees which can be more difficult. We need to worship and surrender to Allah 

until we die. Surah Al Hijr 99: ( ٱۡلَيقِينُ  َيۡأتَِيكَ  َحتَّى   َربَّكَ  َوٱۡعُبدۡ  ) (And worship your Lord until there comes unto 

you the certainty (i.e. death)). May Allah make us to live and die as Muslims. Ameen.  

Ayah 92 – ( َما ٱۡهَتَدىٰ  َفَمنِ   ۖ ٱۡلقُۡرَءانَ  أَۡتلَُوا   َوأَۡن  َما   َفقُلۡ  َضلَّ  َوَمن  ۖلَِنۡفِسِهۦ َيۡہَتِدى َفإِنَّ ٱۡلُمنِذِرينَ  ِمنَ  أََنا   إِنَّ ) (And that 

I should recite the Qur'ân, then whosoever receives guidance, receives it for the good 

of his ownself, and whosoever goes astray, say (to him): "I am only one of the 

warners.") 

▪ What will make us surrender? Reciting the Quran. What’s the point of reciting the Quran and the 

person has not submitted and surrendered to Allah, subhan Allah. The Quran helps us for worship 

and surrendering.  
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▪ (3) (  which (قرأ) comes from the word (قُۡرَءانَ ) :(,And that I should recite the Qur'ân) (َوأَنۡ  أَۡتلَُوا   ٱۡلقُۡرَءانَ  ۖ

is to read. The word ( َقُۡرَءان) is mentioned four times in Surah An Naml and the word ( َُمۡسلِِمين) is 

mentioned five times. The command is (تالوة) – recitation of the Quran. There are two types of 

recitation: 

1. Verbally (لفظي): a person recites the ayah and you repeat after them. Recitation is not 

reciting all together in one voice. The Prophet  couldn’t read or write, so reciting Quran is 

not about knowing how to read or knowing the Arabic language, but it’s about listening.  

2. Following the meaning and applying the ayah (معنوي): it’s important to apply the ayah in our 

lives. The more we’re activating our ears, the more it will cleanse our heart. May Allah help 

us to recite the Quran. Ameen.  

▪ We need the Quran to remain on track because without it then we’ll forget and deviate. You will 

notice the commands are in the singular because it’s important to attend to ourselves first before 

others. We don’t want to neglect ourselves. When we take care of ourselves first then we can give 

to others. Hadith: The Prophet  said: ( ٍى بَِرْأيِِه  إَِذا َرأَْيتَ 
ا َوُدْنَيا ُمْؤَثَرةًّ َوإِْعَجاَب ُكلِّ ِذي َرأْ َبعًّ ى ُمتَّ ا َوَهوًّ ا ُمَطاعًّ ُشح ًّ

َة َنْفِسكَ  ا الَ َيَداِن لََك بِِه َفَعلَْيَك ُخَوْيصَّ  ,if you see overwhelming stinginess, desires being followed) (َوَرأَْيَت أَْمرًّ

this world being preferred (to the Hereafter), every person with an opinion feeling proud of it, and 

you realize that you have no power to deal with it, then you have to mind your own business) – 

Sunan Ibn Majah 4014. This is teaching us to not criticize or say things which don’t concern us. The 

more a person goes up, the more enrichment he needs from the Quran. Look at the examples of 

Firaoun, Qaroon and Hamaan, who didn’t enrich themselves. The Prophet  would make ‘recitation 

of the Quran’ in two ways, by saying it and by his actions. He was a walking Quran, subhan Allah. The 

greatest nurturing for the children is by being a role model to them. For example, you could be 

telling them ‘say Bism Allah’ when you eat, ‘say Bism Allah’ when you enter the house, but if before 

eating you say ‘Bism Allah’, before starting anything you say ‘Bism Allah’, then they will pick up on it. 

Also a person needs to go to the knowledge, and have the knowledge come to him. For example 

when a teacher is brought to the house to teach the children Quran, they feel haughty because it’s 

at their home, as if it’s their ‘territory’. But when the children are taken outside to learn, then 

they’re more humble because it’s not their place.   

▪ ( ۦ ۖ َما َيۡہَتِدى لَِنۡفِسِه  then whosoever receives guidance, receives it for the good of his) (َفَمنِ  ٱۡهَتَدىٰ  َفإِنَّ

ownself,): the Quran is guidance, but it’s guidance for whom? For the believers. ( ٰٱۡهَتَدى) means to 

seek and take the guidance from the Quran. Whoever seeks the guidance, what is the result? The 

guidance will benefit himself. So when we take the guidance, it’s good for us. For example, if you’re 

talking about the Quran, and someone benefits from it, what should you feel? It’s good for them so 

you shouldn’t feel proud of yourself; you are simply a mean. They took the guidance and for this 

reason they’re guided, and not because of yourself; you are simply displaying it. Allah will not 

benefit from our guidance; only we will benefit.   

َما   أََنا   ِمنَ  ٱۡلُمنِذِرينَ ) ▪  and whosoever goes astray, say (to him): "I am only one of the) (َوَمن َضلَّ  َفقُلۡ  إِنَّ

warners."): whoever missed the guidance from the Quran, then what should be said to him? ‘I am 

only a warner, it’s not in my hand, and I can’t force’. This is teaching us to not force others; there’s 

no compulsion in the religion. Suleiman’s approach was different because he’s a king, but the 

Prophet  was sent as a mercy to the people. Also when acquiring knowledge it should be an easy 
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relation, a person shouldn’t feel obliged. If the person takes the guidance then it’s good for himself, 

and if not, then the one conveying the message is ‘just a warner’.  

May Allah purify our hearts to take in more of the Quran and apply it. Ameen.  


