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Surah An Naml ( النمل سورة ) – Ayah 93 

Introduction 

▪ The scholars said you will not find a surah in the Quran where ‘Say Alhamdulilah’ ( هلل الحمد قل ) is 

mentioned twice in a surah, subhan Allah. Dawud (as) and Suleiman (as) both praised Allah for 

favoring them with knowledge and faith, and this is light upon light. Allah favored the scholar over 

the worshipper just as the moon is favored over the stars.  

▪ The Prophet  was commanded to say ‘alhamdulilah’ after all the stories were mentioned and this 

is a command for us as well. We have to praise Allah for teaching us and showing us all that’s right 

and wrong, alhamdulilah. Alhamdulilah fills the Scale and what is between the heavens and the 

earth.  

▪ We should say ‘alhamdulilah’ both with our tongue and heart, and not just our tongue. We might be 

saying ‘alhamdulilah’ on the tongue, but not our heart, though Allah can take out the smallest atom 

in our heart. We should be crystal clear like the glass; we shouldn’t cheat ourselves and others. 

▪ The people of Lut and Thamud didn’t last. On the way to Allah is elimination, some people are going 

forward and some are eliminated on the Day of Judgement. We need to say ‘salam’ upon anyone 

whom Allah chose for obedience, may Allah save them. On the Day of Judgement, people will be on 

the Sirat and the Prophet  is saying ‘O Allah save them, O Allah save them’, but some will fall 

because of themselves. Is Allah better or whom they associate with? – what is the reason for their 

elimination? Shirk. In Surah An Naml, what made the people of Lut and Thamud to be eliminated? 

Their desires. May Allah keep us firm and use us for His sake. Ameen. If we’re not worshipping Allah, 

then there are other worshippers. If someone is not doing their job, there are others who will do it; 

Allah is the Most Rich.  

Ayah 93 – ( َ   ٱۡلَحۡمدُ  َوقُل   يُكمۡ  لِل  ت ه ۦ َسُير  ـٰ فُوَنَہا َءاَي ف ل   َربُّكَ  َوَما  َۚفَتۡعر  ـٰ َتۡعَملُونَ  َعَما ب َغ ) (And say [(O 

Muhammad  to these polytheists and pagans]: "All the praises and thanks are to 

Allâh. He will show you His Ayât (signs, in yourselves, and in the universe or 

punishments), and you shall recognise them. And your Lord is not unaware of what 

you do.") 

▪ This is the final ayah, it’s the seal to the surah, so what is the final message? Say Alhamdulilah. 

▪ (  َ  All the praises and" :[ to these polytheists and pagansملسو هيلع هللا ىلص O Muhammad)] And say) (َوقُل   ٱۡلَحۡمدُ  لِل 

thanks are to Allâh.): when we say ‘alhamdulilah’ then we’re praising Allah that nothing is negative 

and everything is positive. We say ‘alhamdulilah’ for the blessings, but nothing in life can be ‘pure 

pleasure’. For example, money is a blessing but there are many trials associated with it, similarly 

with a house, marriage, and the like. And alhamdulilah there are trials in the blessings because if 

there were no trials then the person will be attached to the blessings. If your husband is perfect 

then you’ll be attached to him and if you’re perfect to your husband then he’ll be attached to you. 

The believer knows this life is not perfect and we are tested in this life, but alhamdulilah for 

everything. Sometimes we go through situations and it’s important we don’t force others to reveal 
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their secrets or their ‘mountains’ to us. For example, someone might not have been able to come to 

class, so we shouldn’t pressure them and say ‘why didn’t you come? Why didn’t you come?’. When 

they reply and say ‘everything is fine, alhamdulilah’, the person asking is still not satisfied with that 

answer until they pull out all their secrets from them. From the excellence of a person’s Islam is to 

leave what doesn’t concern him.  

▪ We need to help others to say alhamduliliah and we need to accept ‘alhamdulilah’ when others say 

it as well, even if someone doesn’t look ok. We don’t need to force people to bring out their private 

matters. When a person is going through a difficult situation, still a person should say ‘alhamdulilah 

in all conditions’ (الحمد هلل على كل حال).  

▪ All praises belong to Allah in the beginning and the end, in the duniya and in the akhira. All of Allah’s 

actions are praiseworthy, even if we see earthquakes, tornadoes or hurricanes. There’s no greater 

calamity than the Day of Judgement, what will happen when the entire earth will shake and the 

skies will split asunder? Subhan Allah. And alhamdulilah in the akhira, the people of the hellfire will 

say alhamdulilah and they will mean it and the people of paradise will say alhamdulilah. At that time 

there’s no reward, for this reason now we need to say alhamdulilah in this life. A person cannot go 

to Allah without saying alhamdulilah. Surah Al Isra’a 52: ( َيۡوَم َيۡدُعوُكۡم َفَتۡسَتِجيُبوَن بَِحۡمِدِهۦ َوَتُظنُّوَن إِن لَّبِۡثُتۡم إَِّلَّ َقلِيل ا) 

(On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer (His Call) with (words of) His Praise and 

Obedience, and you will think that you have stayed (in this world) but a little while!) – we think this 

life is great, but it’s nothing compared to the akhira. When we come to the Day of Judgement, we’ll 

forget about this life. In the start of the Day of Judgement, it will be chaos and a mess, people are 

just waiting for something to happen. For example, when a flight is delayed, everyone is just waiting 

to be called for their flight, and when the flight is called, a person says ‘alhamdulilah’. On the Day of 

Judgement, people will say ‘alhamdulilah’ when they’re called.  

▪ We need to understand that in this life we’ll face difficulties from others. And it’s important to teach 

the children to accept the decree. For example your child comes back and says ‘I don’t like the 

teacher’, so you go and change their class. If they get used to it with changing things as a solution 

then they will grow up wanting to change their house, spouse, etc.  They will not want to accept the 

decree. When we escape anything then it will come back to us twice as hard, subhan Allah. The 

more we try to change, the harder we’ll make it on ourselves. We should take what’s given to us and 

be from the grateful ones. Surah Al ‘Araf 144: ( َاِكِرين َن الشَّ  So hold that which I have) (َفُخْذ َما آَتْيُتَك َوُكن مِّ

given you and be of the grateful.) –we should say ‘alhamduliliah’ because Allah chose it for us in 

order to take us to paradise. If we’re not saying ‘alhamdulilah’ then we’re only making the test 

difficult on ourselves. If someone is doing bad then it’s bad for themselves and if someone is doing 

good then it’s good for themselves.  

▪ The one who’s in a higher position is required to say ‘alhamdulilah’ even more. For example at 

home, the mother should say ‘alhamdulilah’ more than the children. When a mother says 

‘alhamdulilah’, then the children will say ‘alhamdulilah’. But when she panics then they’ll panic as 

well. When she screams, they’ll scream as well. Those who are in a position of responsibility should 

be saying ‘alhamdulilah’ even more. The Prophet  is an imam for the deen and Suleiman (as) is a 

king so ‘alhamdulilah’ should come more from them than others. The theme of Surah An Naml is an 

advanced civilization by remembering Allah’s blessings.  

▪ What will happen when we say ‘alhamdulilah’? What will Allah give us when we say ‘alhamdulilah’? 
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▪ ( فُوَنَہا ۚ ت ه ۦ َفَتۡعر  ـٰ يُكمۡ  َءاَي  He will show you His Ayât (signs, in yourselves, and in the universe or) (َسُير 

punishments), and you shall recognise them.): Allah will show us His signs and we will know it; we 

will have ‘baseerah’/insight. But the more we complain and are ungrateful, the foggier our vision 

will be; we will be unable to see properly. ( ۡيُكم  means He will show you, and it’s in the near (َسُير 

future. It’s important to let go of the grudges and go forward. ( ۡيُكم  which is to (رأى) comes from (ُير 

see. We all want to see and know. For example, let’s say we go through a situation and this becomes 

a ‘mountain’ for us, but when we say ‘alhamdulilah’, we have to believe it will pass away like the 

clouds. And when we say ‘alhamdulilah’, Allah knows the hearts of the people and who’s sincere in 

saying it. What will happen when we say it? We will understand the situation. For example, if we’re 

told ‘there are people plotting against you’ and we say ‘alhamdulilah’, Allah will reveal to us 

everything. He will expose those involved. Suleiman (as) said ‘alhamdulilah’ after the incident with 

the ant, and Allah revealed an entire nation to him afterwards,, subhan Allah. When Suleiman (as) 

praised Allah for being granted knowledge, Allah made him hear an ant. Imagine from all the ants, 

his eyes went to one ant. Suleiman (as) recognized this ant as an ayah and was grateful to Allah; look 

at what was opened for him afterwards. We need to believe when we say ‘alhamdulilah’, Allah will 

show us and reveal to us. Sometimes we’re going through a problem and we don’t know how to 

solve it, what should we do? We should say ‘alhamdulilah’, and Allah will reveal to us a specific ayah 

and we will know it; it will click, subhan Allah. An advanced civilization is based on alhamdulilah and 

we need to appreciate what we have.  

▪ Notice the command ‘to say’ (  قُل) is in the singular, but what will happen? ( ۡيُكم  He will show – (َسُير 

you all; this is in the plural form. For example when a mother says ‘alhamdulilah’ then Allah will 

show the ayat to the children, subhan Allah. It’s important to say ‘alhamdulilah’ for everything 

because it will affect everyone else and they will see the ayat.  

ف ل   َعَما َتۡعَملُونَ ) ▪ ـٰ  Allah is never unaware :(".And your Lord is not unaware of what you do) (َوَما َربُّكَ  ب َغ

of our actions. A mother might say ‘alhamdulilah’ and Allah shows the ayat to one child and He will 

show the ayat to another child, though one follows and the other doesn’t. If they follow then it’s 

good for them and if not then it’s against them; it’s not upon you. Though what’s upon you is to say 

‘alhamdulilah’. Sometimes a teacher doesn’t see her students changing but it’s not upon her if 

someone acts upon what Allah shows them or not. This ayah gives comfort to the Prophet  

because it’s not his mistake for people to not follow; he said ‘alhamdulilah’ and that is his duty. This 

verse is also a warning to those who are recognize the ayat but do not act upon it. May Allah make 

us always act upon the ayat. Ameen.  

▪ As a final piece of advice to ourselves and to others is to say alhamdulilah and Allah will show us. 

This is the end of Surah An Naml. Alhamdulilah by Allah’s favor good deeds are completed. We thank 

Allah for opening this surah for us and teaching us. May Allah accept from all. Ameen. 

Our Lord, to You belongs all praise, an abundant beautiful blessed praise. 

[a praise] that fills the heavens and the earth and all that is between them, and all that You will. 

O Worthy of praise and glory, the truest thing a slave has said (of You) and we are all Your slaves. 

O Allah, none can prevent what You have willed to bestow and none can bestow what You have willed 

to prevent, and no wealth or majesty can benefit anyone, as from You is all wealth and majesty. 


