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Al Adab Al Mufrad ( المفرد األدب ) – Class #2 

Chapter 18: Book on the Elderly ( األَكابِرِ  كتاب ) 

Islam is encouraging us to respect the elderly and show mercy to the young. How do people without knowledge 

deal with the elderly? With disrespect. And with the young? They must listen to me. The young is not only limited 

to age but those less in knowledge.  

Hadith: ( ثَنَا ثَنَا :قَالَ  ِعيَسى، بْن   أَْحَمد   َحدَّ  :قَالَ  وسلم عليه للا صلى النَّبِي   َعنِ  ه َرْيَرةَ، أَبِي َعنْ  ق َسْيٍط، اْبنِ  َعنِ  َصْخٍر، أَبِي َعنْ  َوْهٍب، ْبن   للاِ  َعبْد   َحدَّ

.ِمنَّا فَلَيْسَ  َكبِيِرنَا، َحقَّ  َويَْعِرفْ  َصِغيَرنَا، يَْرَحمْ  لَمْ  َمنْ  ) (Abu Hurayra reported that the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant 

him peace, said, "Anyone who does not show mercy to our children nor acknowledge the right of our old people is 

not one of us.")  - Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 353 

▪ Life is a test and those who are older and younger are a test for us. The one who doesn’t show mercy to the 

young is not from us. Not showing mercy to the young includes shouting at them, putting them down, 

oppressing them, and anyone who doesn’t know the rights of the elderly is not among us, referring to not 

among the Muslims. The real Muslim is the one who shows mercy to the young and acknowledges the rights of 

the elderly. People show disrespect to the elderly because they’re slower, they’re outdated, can’t benefit them 

and all of this is ego. A person needs to allow the elderly to walk and eat before them.  

Hadith: ( ثَنَا ٍد، ْبن   بِْشر   َحدَّ َحمَّ  للاِ  إِْجالَلِ  ِمنَ  إِنَّ  :قَالَ  األَْشَعِري   َعنِ  ِكنَانَةَ، أَب و قَالَ  :قَالَ  ِمْخَراقٍ  بْنِ  ِزيَادِ  َعنْ  َعْوٌف، أَْخبََرنَا :قَالَ  للاِ، َعْبد   أَْخبََرنَا م 

ْيبَةِ  ِذي إِْكَرامَ  ْسلِِم، الشَّ ْلطَانِ  ِذي َوإِْكَرامَ  َعْنه ، اْلَجافِي َولَ  فِيِه، الَْغالِي َغْيرِ  الْق ْرآِن، َوَحاِملِ  اْلم  ْقِسطِ  السُّ .اْلم  ) (Al-Ash'ari said, "Part of respect 

for Allah is to show respect to an old Muslim and to someone who knows the Qur'an, as long as he does not go to 

excess in it nor turn away from it, and to respect a just ruler.") - Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 357 

▪ How does it show that you magnify Allah (هلالج لج)? Your behavior in three matters: 

1. Honoring and respecting an elderly Muslim, by your talk, manners, and walk.  

2. Honoring and respecting the true Carrier of the Quran, and not someone who just memorizes the Quran 

and transgresses. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) would respect the Carriers of the Quran more than someone normal 

people, and nowadays we underestimate a carrier of the Quran thinking they don’t have a profession like 

others, subhan Allah. For example if a lady is attending the lectures and acquiring knowledge then as if 

she’s less than someone working, subhan Allah.  

3. Honoring and respecting a just ruler. Islam is against mocking rulers, a person should respect their rulers.  

Hadith: ( ٌد، دَّثَنَاحَ  َسدَّ ثَنَا :قَالَ  م  بَْيدِ  َعنْ  َسِعيٍد، ْبن   يَْحيَى َحدَّ ثَنِي :قَالَ  للاِ  ع  َمرَ  ابْنِ  َعنِ  نَافٌِع، َحدَّ ونِي :وسلم عليه للا صلى للاِ  َرس ول   قَالَ  :قَالَ  ع   أَْخبِر 

ْسلِِم، َمثَل   َمثَل َها بَِشَجَرةٍ  لََها ت ْؤتِي اْلم  لَّ  أ ك  تُّ  لَ  َرب َها، بِإِْذنِ  ِحينٍ  ك  َمر   بَْكرٍ  أَب و َوثَمَّ  أَتََكلََّم، أَنْ  فََكِرْهت   النَّْخلَة ، نَفِْسي فِي فََوقَعَ  َوَرقََها، تَح   للاَّ   َرِضيَ  َوع 

ا َعْنه َما، افَ  النَّْخلَة ، ِهيَ  :وسلم عليه للا صلى النَّبِيُّ  قَالَ  يَتََكلََّما لَمْ  فَلَمَّ  ؟تَق ولََها أَنْ  َمنََعكَ  َما :قَالَ  النَّْخلَة ، نَْفِسي فِي َوقَعَ  أَبَِت، يَا :ق لْت   أَبِي َمعَ  َخَرْجت   لَمَّ

ْنتَ  لَوْ  .فََكِرْهت   ْمت َما،تََكلَّ  بَْكرٍ  أَبَا َولَ  أََرَك، لَمْ  إِلَّ  َمنََعنِي َما :قَالَ  َوَكَذا، َكَذا ِمنْ  إِلَيَّ  أََحبَّ  َكانَ  ق ْلتََها ك  ) (Ibn 'Umar said, "The Messenger of Allah, 

may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, 'Tell me which tree is like the Muslim? It gives fruits at all times by the 

permission of its Lord and its leaves do not fall.' It occurred to me that it was the palm tree, but I did not want to 

speak as Abu Bakr and 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, were both present. When they did not speak, the 

Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, 'It is the palm tree.' When I left with my father, I said, 'Father, 

I thought that it was the palm,.' He asked, 'What kept you from saying that? If you had said so, I would have preferred 

that to such-and-such.' I said, 'What kept me from doing so was that I did not see you or Abu Bakr speak, so I did not 

like to speak out.'") - Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 360 
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▪ The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) is asking the Companions which tree is like a Muslim? This tree gives fruits at all times by 

the permission of Allah (هلالج لج). ‘Abdullah ibn Umar (may Allah be pleased with them) occurred to him it was 

the date palm tree but he disliked to answer while Abu Bakr (ra) and ‘Umar (ra) were there and they didn’t 

answer, subhan Allah. Look at his manners. Nowadays the children want to answer before the parents. 

When no one answered, the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said ‘it’s the date-palm tree’. We usually end up saying, ‘oh I knew 

it, it was on the tip of my tongue’, subhan Allah 

▪ When all left, ‘Abdullah (ra), the son of Umar bin Al Khattab (ra), told his father, ‘I thought it was the palm 

tree’. Then his father said, ‘what stopped you from saying it? If you had said it, I would have liked it’. Notice 

how the parent’s happiness is when their children are happy and they’re sadness is when they’re children 

are sad, though we’re not happy when they’re happy, astaghfar Allah.  

▪ Then ‘Abdullah (ra) said ‘I didn’t say it because I noticed neither you or Abu Bakr (ra) said anything’. This is 

respect and this is teaching us to not answer if the elderly don’t answer. Nowadays children themselves 

want to compete with their parents to show they know more, subhan Allah.  

 

May Allah (هلالج لج) make us respect the elderly and show mercy to the young. Ameen.   

  


