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Surah Al-Hijr is سورة مكية, a Meccan surah, revealed to 
the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم while he was still 
in Makkah, before the Hijrah. This was a very difficult 
time for the early Muslims, when they faced the 
oppression and torture of the Quraysh. This surah gave 
them support and firmness. 

The word الحجر is derived from the verb َحَجَر. A derivative 
of this verb is حجارة, stones, which are solid and strong. 
It also means : 

Not allowed, abandoned  ◄   ممنوع  🔹

Forbidden from entering  ◄  املنع ملا يدخل فيه 🔹  
 foundation stone  ◄  الحجر األساسي 🔹

 eye socket   ◄  حجر العني 🔹

��محور األساسي  ◄  حفظ اهلل لدينه 
The main theme of the Surah is : the protection of Allah 
for His religion. 

This surah is clearly about protection. With the waves of trials and calamities, we need the protection of the 
most valuable thing that we have, our religion; we are afraid of losing it. Allah is الحافظ الحفيظ, He protects us 
and our lives, and is surely protecting His religion. The deen has remained the same for centuries. People 
change, the deen is unchanging. 

In this surah, the word الحجر alludes to ديار ثمود, the dwellings of the nation of Thamud. Allah sent Salih عليه السالم  
as their messenger to guide them. They were very strong, and carved their houses from stone. They were 
afraid of natural disasters such as floods, earthquakes and storms which occurred in their region, so they 
made homes which were hewn from rock. They relied on their impenetrable fortresses to protect them, but a 
single blast of sound annihilated them. Their fortresses remain, empty, while the people have perished. Allah is 
the One who protects, not stone walls. Watch your heart, don't be afraid of people, fear Allah. 

The beginning of the Surah speaks about the Qura'an, and the end is about worship, a command for the 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم. This pattern is similar to Surah An-Naml. The Thamud weren't protected 
because they didn't have belief. The best means of protection is the Qura'an. Be a slave of Allah until you die, 
and you will be safe. Don't pause or stop. 

The end of the Surah is a command to worship Allah until death comes. 


