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And We did not destroy any city but that for it was a 
known decree. 
Ayah 4 and 5 are connected, telling us about the previous 
nations. Allah tells us many times in the Qura’an to look at 
the remains of the previous nations, how Allah destroyed 
them. They are a lesson for the people. This is how Allah 
destroyed the rebellious nations. The destruction took 
place at a set time, no one could change it.

The word قریة means a small town, where 
everyone knows each other. Now the whole 
world has become a global village. People across the globe are connected with each other. The smart phones 
which everyone possesses implement this. At the same time, a family may be in the same room, but in their 
own ‘villages’ with these smart phones, strangers in the same vicinity. 

The village gives the feel of a small place with everyone on the same wave length. The Medina is a city, a 
bigger place. The date of the destruction is recorded, and the destruction takes place at the appointed time. 
Each nation was destroyed in a different way. Allah owns the results and encompasses the matter. Allah 
surrounds all the creation, His actions are all completely just. Each destroyed town had its future written and 
fixed. 

The decree recorded in the Preserved Tablets will not change. There are 4 stages of the decree. 
🔹  Allah knows what will happen►     العلم 
🔹  Allah writes it down in the Preserved Tablets ►  الكتابة 
🔹  Allah will it to happen ► المشیئة 
🔹  Allah creates the means to make it happen ►    الخلق 

Allah makes an appointment, and it is unchanging. Allah can change it, but it is according to His wisdom. The 
peak of the disobedience of the people of Thamud came when they killed the she-camel. When Allah wants to 
destroy a nation or a person, He opens the doors to all kinds of good for them, and this deceived them, is that 
they don’t realize they are coming closer and closer to their destruction, until Allah seizes them. When the 
destruction comes, their self-enjoyment will have no value in their eyes; they will be devastated. 

Allah is showing these ayat to the Quraysh, to stop being rebellious. Look at the previous nations, and their 
destruction because of their rebellion. 

No nation will precede its term, nor will they 
remain thereafter. 

The date of the termination of their lives was fixed, written in the book, unchanging. Everything works in a 



system. The Qadr cannot be changed. The appointment cannot be delayed nor brought forward. They will try, 
but they will not succeed. 


