
The Ants 
 ٠

[Say, O Muhammad], "I have only been commanded to 
worship the Lord of this city, who made it sacred and to 

whom [belongs] all things. And I am commanded to be of 
the Muslims [those who submit to Allah ] 

The last three ayaat are commands for the Messenger of Allah صلى 
 and those who follow him. These are so important, showing the mission. Everyone is a servant of هللا علیھ وسلم
Allah, He will punish or reward them as He wills. There is more required of the messengers, and their 
accountability is also greater, so they must remain firm. To be a ruler is not easy. 
The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم will go towards Jannah in the end, after all 
the believers are across. When he gets there, all the believers will be waiting in 
rows outside the gates of Jannah, for him to enter first. He will be at the Meezan, 
the scales, and the Sirat, making du’a for his ummah. The rulers have more 
responsibility than the public, so they also have more accountability. We must make 
du’a for our believers, because they face so many challenges. 

The commands are from Allah, this is what must be clear to the people. The rules of 
Allah are greater than any man made ones. When Allah says أقیموا الصالة , establish 
the prayer, and آتوا الزكاة, give the obligatory charity, you must obey. If a mall has a no 
smoking rule, you will surely obey. Allah’s rules are the greatest, and you must hasten to obey, and fear 
disobeying Allah more than any prison. Our main task in life is 
to worship Allah. The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم had to 
worship Allah more than anyone else. 

To worship is to be humble, obedient, subservient. Someone 
may obey the law, but think of himself as better than the law. 
He ma obey, but not be humble and not submit. So we must 
obey Allah with subservience, not arrogance. Humble yourself 
before Allah. Don’t worship Him out of pride. Iblees was 
arrogant; when Allah told him to make sujood to Aadam علیھ 
 he refused, because he thought he was better than ,السالم
Aadam علیھ السالم.  

In this ayah, the name of Allah is not mentioned directly, but in a descriptive manner, as the Rabb of the city, 
Makkah, which is described as sacred and sanctified. Allah is our Rabb, He reforms us in many different ways. 
He wants us to be upgraded, so He puts us in different situations to nurture us, so that we can overcome any 
deficiencies in us. A situation will recur until you learn that particular lesson. 

Here Allah specifically mentions Makkah, البیت الحرام, the Sacred House, a special place which Allah chose from 
all the world. Makkah has held a special position throughout history. Allah is the Rabb of Makkah, He takes 
care of it, and the people in it. Allah is the Rabb of the whole universe, and He mentioned Makkah because it 
is sanctuary, and the rules governing it are unique. You canning hunt, kill, trap, hurt anything, can’t cut down 
trees there. The mushrikeen are forbidden to enter this sanctuary. You have to be more careful of your 
behaviour in Makkah. The Sahabah were afraid to live in Makkah, they understood its sanctity. They were 
higher than us in faith. Their homes were in Makkah, but they preferred living in Madinah. The Messenger of 
Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم loves Makkah, but after the opening of Makkah, he returned to Madinah, and remained 
there until his death. Allah made Makkah sacred, it has privileges, a sin committed there is greater than 
anywhere else, and the reward for a good deed is multiplied. You go there for hajj and umrah, as if you have 
official business, and then leave. It is so sacred, you go for these specific rites of worship, and then leave, 
because it is extremely honoured and respected. 
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أعبد هللا  
كونوا من المسلمین  

تالوة القران  
 E الحمد

َوقَاَل َربُُّكُم اْدُعونِي أَْستَِجْب لَُكْم ۚ إِنَّ الَِّذیَن یَْستَْكبُِروَن 
َعْن ِعبَاَدتِي َسیَْدُخلُوَن َجَھنََّم َداِخِریَن 

And your Lord says, "Call upon Me; I will 
respond to you." Indeed, those who 
disdain My worship will enter Hell 

[rendered] contemptible.
سورة غافر  

40:60 



Allah is the Rabb, He laid the rules, and we must obey them. So many people violate the rules of Allah, and He 
is so Forbearing; He is able to annihilate them, but He lets them exist. There are so many people who commit 
shirk around the world, although Allah said Eال تشرك با. But there is accountability on the Day of Judgement. 
The tules are in place; if you obey them it is good for you, and of you don’t, you will be harmed. Allah can force 
us to obey, but He lets us decide, so that it becomes obvious who is a believer. When you put the fear of Allah 
in the hearts of people, it will make them obey. 

Some things which are allowed in any other place are forbidden in Makkah. This is shows the favours of Allah 
to Makkah. It is an honour for Makkah when Allah says He is the Rabb of this city. We must be grateful for this 
special place. In Makkah, small things become major. 

Do not think that Allah is the Rabb of Makkah alone. This is why He says ولھ كل شيء. The whole universe as we 
know it belongs to Allah. Your children, your possessions, you yourself, all belong to Allah. Allah lets us use 
everything, and we must be grateful for this, and respect it all. You are living in a universe which belongs to 
Allah, so ask Him if you want something. You are only in charge of the things which are given to you. 
Everything will go back to Allah. You cannot take anything from dunya with you to the akhirah, all this will 
perish. Nothing in dunya is up to the level of akhirah. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم was the first believer in his time, but He was also commanded to 
become a Muslim. He had to be the first to submit and surrender to any command which came from Allah. He 
had to be the first to apply all the rules, before anyone else, surrendering to the commands and rules without 
objections and arrogance. We tend to respect the man made rules more than those of Allah. Deal with the 
rules of Allah with submission, surrender without any objections. 

And to recite the Qur'an." 
And whoever is guided is 

only guided for [the benefit 
of] himself; and whoever 

strays - say, "I am only [one] 
of the warners." 

The Qura’an helps us to surrender to the commands of Allah. The Qura’an will help you in the previous 
commands too. The Qura’an is our curriculum for life, which we need to recite and follow. What is the point of a 
disbeliever or a rebellious Muslim reciting the Qura’an? The Qura’an came with recitation, and then was 
complied into book form, after the death of the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم. It already existed in book 
form in the Preserved Tablets. So the Qura’an is also called the kitab. 

There are two kinds of recitation.  
🔺   .verbal, following and repeating the recitation of the teacher  لفظي 
🔺  .following the knowledge with application  إتباع 

Allah commanded His Messenger صلى هللا علیھ وسلم to recite the Qura’an, and this is a command for us too. He 
didn’t know how to read and writes but Allah told Him إقرأ, recite. This shows you that if you don’t know Arabic, 
you must still recite the Qura’an. The Sahabah learnt by listening and repeating. Later it was all written, and 
complied as a Mushaf. The more you take the Qura’an, the more it will cleanse your heart. The more you give 
yourself your the Qura’an, the more the dunya becomes unimportant. There can never be too much Qura’an. 
There are other forms of worship 
which you cannot do too much, such 
as fasting, but the Qura’an is never 
too much. Be in touch with the 
Qura’an all the time, it will help you 
stay on the straight path, it doesn’t let 
you meander left or right. If there are 
any distractions, remove them, and 
focus on the Qura’an. 

All the commands are in singular 
form, so it is the Messenger of Allah 
 who is being صلى هللا علیھ وسلم
commanded. Focus on yourself, 
don’t neglect your wellbeing at the 

The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم said :  
ا مطاًعا وھًوى متَّبًعا وُدنیا مؤثَرةً وإعجاَب كلِّ ذي رأٍي برأیِِھ وأمًرا ال  إذا رأیَت ُشّحً

ِة نفِسَك بنفِسَك  یَداِن لَك بِھ فعلیَك بخاصَّ
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If you see overwhelming stinginess, desires being followed, 
this world being preferred (to the Hereafter), every person 

with an opinion feeling proud of it, and you realize that you 
have no power to deal with it, then you have to take care of 

yourself.  



expense of your other responsibilities. You must 
take care of yourself so that you can fulfill your 
responsibilities in a better manner. Develop 
yourself first. 

So the character of the Messenger of Allah صلى 
 was literally the Qura’an. Everyone هللا علیھ وسلم
looked up to him, and learnt from him. 

Whoever takes the guidance, it is good for him, 
and whoever doesn’t is a loser. You can’t force 
anyone, so care too much for those who reject 

the guidance. Continue with your verbal and physical recitation, and the people will look and learn. This is also 
how you teach the children, you apply the rules yourself, and they will observe and learn from you. This will 
adhere to their minds, and have a far greater impact than just words. 

The Qura’an is very high and special. The study circles are surrounded by angels, this is why it is a struggle to 
go to them. The early khalifas used to send their children to the masajid to learn the Qura’an. If the teacher 
comes to you, it will lose its importance. The more you struggle for the knowledge, the more Allah will teach 
you. Knowledge is very noble, and you must maintain it’s high standard. So you recite and don’t worry whines 
listening or not listening. It is 100% effective, it can shatter mountains. 

The Qura’an is guidance for the believers, so Allah tells His Messenger صلى هللا علیھ وسلم to follow the Qura’an; 
these instructions are for us too. Don’t nag the people, or try to force them, knowledge has great value, let 
them decide. The one who takes the guidance from the Qura’an, is guided. This is good for him, he will benefit. 
When you advice someone and they benefit, don’t be proud of yourself, you are only the means. They took the 
guidance so they were guided. You will be rewarded, but he made the choice. The guidance is from Allah, and 
everyone is responsible for their own actions. Allah doesn’t benefit from the actions of the people. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم was only a warner. When the people rejected the message of Allah, it 
made his sad, so Allah told him not to be sad because of them.  

The Mother of the believers, ‘Aisha رضي هللا عنھا was 
asked about the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم , 

and she replied :  
كان خلقُھ القرآَن 

 His character was the Qura’an.
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