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Surah Al Baqarah (سورة البقرة) – Ayah 237 – Part 3 

Introduction   

▪ In Surah Al Baqarah there are many legislations regarding the divorce in order to ensure no one gets treated 

unfairly.  

▪ There are two ways to deal with people: with justice and with favor. With justice means to do only what Allah 

 has made obligatory upon us. But the better way is to deal with people with ihsan. For example, to say (هلالج لج)

‘assalam alaykum’ is a right upon the Muslim, but to say ‘assalam alaykum’, shake hands, smile, and ask the 

person how they’re doing is all favor and ihsan.  

▪ To do ihsan is to go outside your comfort zone; you’re doing extra. So ihsan is to give others more than their 

rights and it also means to pardon when others don’t give you your rights.  

▪ Imagine how many rights are owed by our spouses and children, but if we pardon then this is ihsan. Sometimes 

when we ask for our rights then it just becomes arguing and screaming, but when we pardon others then Allah 

 is Al ‘Afuw; He overlooks many of our (هلالج لج) will honor us in the duniya and akhira. One of the names of Allah (هلالج لج)

shortcomings and mistakes. And He loves when we overlook the mistakes of others. When we forgive others, 

then Allah (هلالج لج) will forgive us, when we pardon others, then Allah (هلالج لج) will pardon us.  

▪ Imagine in a divorce, not only would the husband and wife hate each other, but the families end up hating each 

other. Allah (هلالج لج) is telling us to not only be just, but to pardon. Imagine how society would be if all pardoned. 

And if pardoning is for divorce, so what about other relationships where there are no problems? Subhan Allah.  

Ayah 237 – ( وُهنَّ  أَن قَۡبلِ  ِمن طَلَّۡقتُُموُهنَّ  َوإِن   لَُهنَّ  فََرۡضتُمۡ  َوقَدۡ  تََمسُّ
ا  فََرۡضتُمۡ  َما فَنِۡصفُ  فَِريَضة    ٱلَِّذى يَۡعفَُوا   أَوۡ  يَۡعفُونَ  أَن إِّلَّ

َ  بَِما تَۡعَملُونَ  بَِصير   ا   أَۡقَربُ  لِلتَّۡقَوى     َوَّل  تَنَسُوا   ٱۡلفَۡضلَ  بَۡينَُكمۡ     إِنَّ  ٱّللَّ  And if you divorce them) (بِيَِدهِۦ ُعۡقَدةُ  ٱلنَِّكاحِ     َوأَن تَۡعفُوا

before you have touched (had a sexual relation with) them, and you have appointed unto them the 

Mahr (bridal money given by the husbands to his wife at the time of marriage), then pay half of that 

(Mahr), unless they (the women) agree to forego it, or he (the husband), in whose hands is the 

marriage tie, agrees to forego and give her full appointed Mahr. And to forego and give (her the full 

Mahr) is nearer to At-Taqwa (piety, righteousness). And do not forget liberality between yourselves. 

Truly, Allâh is All-Seer of what you do) 

▪ This ayah is about those who divorce without having a relation with each other, this means they didn’t even 

get to live with each other, though Allah (هلالج لج) is saying don’t forget the good times between the two of you, 

subhan Allah.  

▪ (  means ‘to :(تَنَسُوا  ) .’means ‘do not :(َوَّل ) :(.And do not forget liberality between yourselves) (َوََل َتنَسُواْ ٱۡلَفۡضلَ َبۡيَنُكمۡ  ۚ

forget’. We humans forget, that’s why we are called (إنسان). So many times we hear a good point in the lecture 

and we say ‘I will remember this point and tell my husband’, and what happens in the end? We end up forgetting 

that point, subhan Allah. That’s why it’s important for us to write. If we forget to pray, then we’re not 

accountable, but when we remember then we’re accountable. It’s in our nature to forget, though our tendency 

is to remember the bad times more than the good times. Why? Because the shaitan wants to spoil our heart 

and mind. He will remind us of our bad times. Especially as women, we remember this person made us angry, 

this person did this to us, and the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said we need to increase in giving sadaqah because he saw most 

women in the hellfire as a result of their lack of appreciation and gratitude for their spouses and household. If 

the husband is always getting the grocery, and one day he forgets, we become angry and say ‘you’ve never 

done anything good’. Or if he doesn’t call back or reaches late, we are quick to accuse. We need to bring the 
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good times and good memories to the forefront. For each person we need to set up a ‘bank account’ of the all 

the good things done by them. When things change, we should withdraw from that ‘bank account’ and 

remember the good they’ve done for us. Hadith: ( ِ  َرُسولُ  قَالَ  قَالَ  ُهَري َرةَ، أَبِي َعن   ِمن   يَف َرك   ّلَ  " وسلم عليه ّللا صلى ّللاَّ  ُمؤ 

ِمنَة    Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him) reported Allah's) (. " َغي َرهُ  " قَالَ  أَو   . " آَخرَ  ِمن َها َرِضيَ  ُخلُق ا ِمن َها َكِرهَ  إِن   ُمؤ 

Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) as saying: A believing man should not hate a believing woman; if he dislikes one of her 

characteristics, he will be pleased with another.) - Sahih Muslim 1468 . Maybe one year the husband was not 

good, but for 20 years he was good. This is the test in life.; are you truly pardoning? This is also applicable for 

the husband; he shouldn’t forget the good times with his wife as well.  

▪ In life, we can also apply this when dealing with the helpers. We can’t find helpers who are 100% perfect. There 

might be one who’s always smiling, but her work is below par. Or there’s a cook who cooks amazing food, but 

her attitude is bad and she nevers smile. In life we can’t find what’s perfect, but surely there are positives in 

each person. Many times we speak of our helpers and say ‘she’s changed, she forgets’, though she’s been 

serving you for years, subhan Allah.  

▪ In life, we also need to remember the good times with our teachers. When we look back at our teachers, we 

might remember the one who screamed at us, but we need to remember they taught us, even if it was just one 

letter. Allah (هلالج لج) will always test our ikhlas, for example the teacher might have not said salam, or she said 

something we disliked to us, so we go back and say ‘I didn’t learn anything from her’, astaghfar Allah. We need 

to remember anyone who taught us because it’s not easy to teach others and they sacrificed for us. May Allah 

 forgive us for being ungrateful to our teachers. Ameen. It’s even worse to backbite our teachers who taught (هلالج لج)

us the deen. That’s why it’s said ‘the flesh of the scholars is poisoned’. To backbite others is like eating their 

flesh, but to backbite teachers of the deen is like eating poisoned flesh; this means we are the ones who will 

get hurt. It’s also important to not cause problems between teachers. For example, a person doesn’t need to 

go to one teacher and say, ‘so and so teacher said this’, and then they go to the other teacher and say ‘but so 

and so teacher said this’; a person needs to remember that each of the teachers taught them.  

▪ In life, we also need to remember the good times we had with friends whom we parted ways from them. 

Sometimes we separate from our friends, but we shouldn’t go around talking bad about them and exposing 

their wrongs. The Muslim is not double-faced.   

▪ We should also remember the good times with employees and neighbors. Even if we part ways, a person should 

remember the good times.  

▪ And as students of knowledge, if something happens, we shouldn’t make the bad experience with one person 

make us cancel everything and not come to the markaz anymore. We shouldn’t forget the good times and the 

great favors which Allah (هلالج لج) has bestowed upon us.  

▪ In summary, it’s important for us to not forget someone who went out of their way for us. We should appreciate 

all the people around us, even if we see them only once in our life. And the closer a person is to us, the more 

important it is for us to not forget the good times.  

َ بَِما َتۡعَملُوَن َبِصير  ) ▪  is All-Seeing of what we’re doing. Allah’s (هلالج لج) Allah :(Truly, Allâh is All-Seer of what you do) (إِنَّ ٱَّللَّ

Seeing is unlike any other, the close and far is the same to Him, the small and big is the same to Him. He sees 

our actions and He sees our hearts. Allah (هلالج لج) sees the black ant, on a black stone, in the darkness of the night. 

And He sees its veins and the flowing of the blood and the food inside its veins, subhan Allah. Allah (هلالج لج) is The 

Provider and He’s The One Who guides because He sees everything. Allah (هلالج لج) sees us wherever we may be. 

And He knows who’s pardoning and who’s not, and He knows who’s remembering the good times and who 

isn’t.  

May Allah (هلالج لج) help us apply this ayah. Ameen.  


