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Except one who steals a hearing and is pursued by a clear 
burning flame. 
15:18 

The shayateen will climb on top of each other, forming a pyramid-
like structure, until they reach the sky, and they will try to eavesdrop 
on the commands which Allah gives to the angels. 

Before the advent of the Qura’an, they were allowed to do this, but 
before the Wahi began, they were prevented from this act. 
Whenever they tried to listen, they were blasted by shooting stars, 
a shower of red 
hot flaming 
meteors. They 
would sometimes 
succeed in 
stealing a word or 
two, before they 

were prevented, 
and sometimes they would be able to share these words with 
the magicians and fortune tellers, who mix lies with these 
truthful words, and deceive those who are foolish enough to 
consult them. This is why sometimes what a magician says 
may be true, and this impresses the foolish. We must never 
go to magicians, this is a major sin. 

There are always signs to warn you from overstepping the 
boundaries, from indulging in haram. There are signs, barbed 
wire, a fence. If people still persist in disobeying, then a 
‘shooting star’ will come to deter you, taking different forms. 

The action of the shaitan is described by Allah as استرق, which is 
derived from the verb َّرق, meaning : 
🔹 soft and light  

🔹 gentle 
🔹 discreet  
🔹 slave  
When the letters است are added before a word, it gives the meaning 
of seeking. الّرق is slavery, as if the slave is light in value; he is sold, 
used as needed. So the shaitan takes the news discreetly and 
stealthily. What happens next? A blast. When you eavesdrop, you will invariably hear something which is like a 
burning flame, because you exceeded your boundaries. You will misunderstand what you heard, be hurt, 
blown away. So it is better to remain within your boundaries. This is protection for you. 

The words [ استرق السمع ] draws a picture, they put their ears forward to steal the words. How are they dealt 
with? As soon as they steal the words, they are immediately followed, and targeted, 
similar to a policeman following a perpetrator. 

َماَء فَوََجْدنَاَها ُملِئَْت  َوأَنَّا مَلَْسنَا السَّ
َحرًَسا َشِديًدا َوُشُهبًا 

And we have sought [to reach] 
the heaven but found it filled with 

powerful guards and burning 
flames. 

سورة الجن  
72:8



The shooting star will follow the shaitan who 
dared to eavesdrop. The beautiful illuminated 
star transforms into a white hot flame, a 
burning coal, a burst of colour and smoke, 
following the shaitan, targeting him and 
blasting him out of the sky. It will kill the 
shaitan who deigned to overstep his 
boundary. 

What about the shayateen at the bottom of the 
pyramid? The topmost one who heard the 
commands for the angels is blasted out of the 
sky and killed. The words may reach the 
shayateen in the bottom rungs, and they may 
pass them to the magicians, who will then add 

many lies to them and pass them on to the 
people. Fortune tellers and magicians are masters of deception, and will make you slip if you go to them. 

And the earth - We have spread it 
and cast therein firmly set 
mountains and caused to grow therein [something] of every well-balanced thing. 
15:19 

Allah tells us that the earth is stretched, like 
a rubber band, expanding it. The earth is 
round, a sphere, but we don’t see its 
curvature, because it is stretched and made 
vast. It has been made habitable for human 
beings, its atmosphere suitable for survival 
and a comfortable life. The other planets 
are not habitable, so we cannot live in outer 
space. On earth, we can do anything; we 
build, dig, plant, etc. 

How is the earth made stable? By the 
mountains, which are cast upon the earth, 
penetrating deep inside its core, and fixing 
its position. This is an action of Allah. Picture an anchor being cranked down, hitting the sea bed, penetrating 
it, and holding a boat fast. 

The anchors of the earth are the mountains. Their mass is much greater underneath the ground than it is 
above. They hold the earth stable, not letting it wobble, while it is in orbit. These huge anchors protect the 
earth from shaking and rolling, making it easy for the creation to live on it. 


