
The Fortress 
2 ربیع األول 1439

20.11.17 

Iblees accused Allah of misleading him. He hid his feelings earlier, 
when the angels expressed their concern, and let it seem as if he 
was accepting of the plan of Allah to create a human being. Iblees 
assumed that Aadam عليه السالم was going to be in earth, not any 
sort of competition for him. When he saw the statue of Aadam, and 
went through him, he was sure he would be able to control Aadam. 

Iblees was silent, but had evil in his heart. Not everyone who is 
silent has a clean heart, the may just be hiding their feelings. 
Keeping quiet without taqwa will not work, the heart will be 
eventually exposed. You must suppress your feelings of envy or 
any other evil with taqwa, strive to purify your heart, by saying to 
yourself that envy or arrogance or indeed any other negative 
feeling is destructive, and must not be allowed to fester in the heart.  
Remind yourself that Allah can see your heart.

Except, among 
them, Your 
chosen servants. 

This ayah brings relief, outlining the 
way of protection from the plots  

and tricks of the shaitan  اإلخالص, sincerity. What will save you from the 
deceptions and illusions, temptations and whispers of the shaitan? اإلخالص. 

When Allah says عباد in the Qura’an, this refers to His chosen slaves, those 
who willing submit to Him, so Allah honours them by calling them His slaves. 
We are all slaves of Allah, عبيد, by default. We have to submit to what He has 
preordained. If you resist and judge with your mind, this is a trait of the shaitan. 
The عباد, the willing slaves of Allah, are safe form the tricks of the shaitan. The 
others will be misled more and more. How can you be a slave of Allah? By 
following the rules set by Allah, behaving like a slave, not with arrogance and 
pride. Submit to all the decrees with a good heart.

Their obedience irks the shaitan, he loves arguments, sharp voices. As soon 
as he sees a little bit of evil, he comes to that situation to make it worse. So be 
careful of what you say and do, or you may regret it later. 

Allah chose these special people for their ikhlas, and made them special for 
Him, and protected them from all evil. Your ikhlas makes you control your 
desires. Ikhlas needs more struggle than any other worships of the heart. Don’t 
look at people, they are unimportant. The shaitan will bring a recording of 
praise, and this will make you feel drunk, because praise is an intoxicant. So 
run to your fortress, remind yourself that the praise of people is a fleeting 
moment of pleasure. Their dispraise cannot harm you either, although the 
shaitan will make you notice hurt feelings, bringing you to tears. This criticism 
may be a message, so don’t look at the person, take the feedback, and 
analyze your actions; you may find a fault. 

The lump of coal becomes lustrous diamond by the pressure of the earth. Allah 
will make you attain ikhlas through the situation, very gently, according to the 
level of your faith. Don’t let your guard down even for a second. 

There are 6 levels of ال إله إال اهلل. Ikhlas is the fifth. Each level has to be 



achieved before going to the next. When you are in a battle for ikhlas, all outer battles in your life are taken 
care of by Allah. 


