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The prayer is a way to overcome grief. The decree comes to everyone, 
and the one who can pray is helped by it. Imagine those who don’t have 

prayer, they have no support 
system. 

In particular, if you don’t 
take care of the Asr prayer, 
this can lead to many 
problems within your family. 
If you want to preserve your 
family, preserve the Asr 
prayer. The time for Asr is 
challenging, squeezed in 
the middle of the day. 

We see a distance in the 
households today, when the 

members of the family live together, but in their own cocoons, even when 
they are sitting together. They may be connected to hundreds of people 
through the use of the social media, and internet, but oblivious to each 
other, saying only a few words to each other through the day. 

In this ayah, the separation is mentioned. Ayaat 240-243 conclude the topic 
of the Manhaj. These ayaat show the care taken for the feelings of the women, the husband must think of her 
before he dies, or divorces her.

The iddah period for the widow is 4 months and 10 days. This ayah has been abrogated. Surah An-Nisaa’ tells 
us the ratio of the inheritance of the widow is 1\4 if there are no children, and 1\8 if there are children. Whoever 
has a prescribed share in the inheritance, cannot be mentioned in the will. But this ayah is in the Qura’an, 
therefore we will certainly learn from it. 

This ayah contains instructions for the men, that they should secure the future care of their women folk, in 
case they died and left them. Whether you remain or not, life will continue. No one will miss you or ever, or cry 
for you forever. If the husband dies, the woman still remains his wife. So Allah gives important advice to the 
men, 

When a man dies, his relatives who don’t know, or have evil intentions, will take all his wealth, leaving nothing 
for his widow, but Allah has prescribed a share for the widow, 1\8 of the wealth of her husband, is she has 
children, or 1\4, if she doesn’t have any children. It is of great import that the man leaves instructions for this 
situation. 

The wife is living in the house of her husband when he dies, but the people will say it is part of the inheritance, 
so sell it, and distribute the wealth. But Allah has prescribed that the widow must be allowed to live in the 
house for one lunar year. She cannot be evicted until one lunar year is over. 

Dunya is life and death, so the husband must take steps to safe guard all the issues while he is still alive. It is 
common to see cases of oppression and injustice by the in laws towards the widow, or the co-wives. The 

َوالَِّذيَن يُتَوَفَّوَْن ِمنُكْم 
َويَذَُروَن أَزَْواًجا َوِصيًَّة 
َزَْواِجِهم مَّتَاًعا إَِلى  ألِّ

اْلَحوِْل َغيَْر إِْخرَاجٍ ۚ فَِإْن 
َخرَْجَن فاََل ُجنَاحَ َعَليُْكْم 

ِفي َما فََعْلَن ِفي 
أَنفُِسِهنَّ ِمن مَّْعرُوٍف ۗ 

َواهللَُّ َعِزيزٌ َحِكيٌم 
And those who are taken 
in death among you and 
leave wives behind - for 
their wives is a bequest: 

maintenance for one year 
without turning [them] 

out. But if they leave [of 
their own accord], then 
there is no blame upon 

you for what they do with 
themselves in an 

acceptable way. And 
Allah is Exalted in Might 

and Wise.
2:240

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
 : said وسلم

الَِّذي تَفُوتُُه َصالَةُ اْلَعْصِر فََكأَنََّما ُوِتَر أَْهَلُه 
َوَماَلُه 

Anyone who loses his 'Asr prayer is 
like a person whose family has 

perished and whose property has 
been plundered.
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distribution of the inheritance can wait for a while, if this is 
the situation. 

This ayah is abrogated, so this is not a rule, but it is a lesson 
we should learn. In any contract, be it a rental property, or a 
job, there is always a time period given to vacate a house, or 
to give up a job. 

The widow doesn’t have to stay in the same house, after her 
iddah period is finished. She has a choice. She may have 
other plans, in which case, she can leave. 

All the ayaat for these issues of marriage and divorce and 
death are in the plural tense. This shows you that these 
issues occur commonly, don’t think you are alone. 

It is not a sin if the widow decides to leave before the lunar 
year is complete, it is her choice. Allah addresses the family 
members who are now her guardians. The women must 
always be taken care of by their male relatives. If he woman 
leaves, it is not a sin for her guardian, he will not be blamed. 

When her iddah is finished, her guardian cannot stop her 
from working, dressing up, wearing make up, as long as she 
behaves in a halal way. She can go to parties, socialize, as 
long as what she does is not sinful. The widow and the 
divorcee are human beings, their lives must go on, as long 
as there is no haram involved. 

Allah has laid down the rules. He is the Irresistible, with 
might and power. He is also the Most Wise, His rules and 
laws are full of wisdom. Do you think you are wiser than 
Allah? Whether you apply the rules or not is upon you. 

If the husband puts a clause in his will saying his wife cannot remarry, this is void. No one can prevent her. 
She is alive, and can whatever she she wants as long as it is not sinful, and is known to be acceptable. 
Whatever Allah has allowed, no one can forbid. 

If someone puts a clause in his will regarding a person, and that person is not willing, he doesn’t have to obey, 
he has the choice. For instance, the mother makes it her dying wish that her son marries a particular girl, but 
he doesn’t want to, so he is not restricted, he has the right to choose. Don’t plan the lives of others, even in 
death. 




