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If you have knowledge you cannot follow the disbelievers or their desires. You don’t follow anyone’s 
desires except what Allah swt wants you to be. Nabi SAWS was firm despite all the negative and 
discouraging things the people were telling him. The kuffar new that Nabi SAWS would not change. 
 
The Quraiysh wanted to end this situation. So what did they decide to do? 
 
 
 
The chief’s decided to boycott the Bani Hisham. Some of the tribes didn’t have enmity against the 
Prophet SAWS but decided to follow the other tribes. They forbade 

- Marriage between the Banu Hisham and the other tribes 
- No trade was allowed with the Bani Hisham 
- No social contacts 
- No verbal contact 

 
All this applied to the believer’s and disbeliever’s of the Banu Hisham except Abu Jahal. They wrote 
all this down and placed it in the Ka’ba. These restrictions were to apply until the Banu Hisham 
handed over the Prophet SAWS so that the other tribes could kill him.  
 
This boycott remained in place for 3 years. Allah Al Basit will punish the kuffar and raise the ranks of 
the disbeliever’s. The suffering was so bad you could hear the crying of the children because they 
had no food. They would eat dry leaves or the skin of dead animals. 
 
 
 
Abu Talib, the uncle of the Prophet SAWS was suffering as well even though he was not a Muslim. 
After 3 years the kuffar woke up, one person Hisham ibn ‘Amr used to secretly give food to the Banu 
Hisham. This was the start of people trying to nullify the boycott. 
 

Boycott of Banu Hashim 

Three years later 



2 
 

Hisham ibn ‘Amro went to see Zuhair bin Abi Umaiyah Al Makhzumi and condemned him for 
agreeing to this intolerable treatment of his uncles. Zuhair agreed but said he is only one person. But 
Hisham said he is with him. On the grounds of kinship 3 other people (Al Mut’im, Abul-Bukhtari, 
Zam’ah) also agreed with Hisham and Zuhair and set out to abolish this treaty. 
 
They wanted to show that they were not accepting this boycott. Whenever the truth comes to you 
and is very apparent you need to take hold of it and take it. Zuhair said he would be the spokesman 
and speak on behalf of everyone. They went to the gathering place of the Ka’ba. Zuhair made tawaf 
round the Ka’ba seven times. Then he went to the people and said “O people of Makkah, will you 
accept this, we are eating and we are drinking and we have clothes to wear while our own people 
don’t.” He said; “by Allah, I will not sit until these unjust papers are torn”. 
 
Abu Jahal accused Zuhair of being a liar. Then Zam’ah accused Abu Jahal of being a liar, we did not 
agree with your boycott. Abul Bukhtari backs up Zam’ah. Hisham attested to the truth of his 
companions.  
 
In life if you see something wrong, after some time you eventually feel ashamed. If the truth appears 
to you, you accept it. 
 
Abu Jahal realising that this was going against his evils plans responded that issue had already been 
resolved sometime and somewhere before. 
 
Abu Talib told them that the Messenger SAWS had told him that small insects had eaten away their 
declaration except for the word – in Your Name O Allah. Abu Talib proposed he would be ready to 
give Muhammad SAWS up to them if his words proved untrue, otherwise they would have to end 
their boycott. 
 
Al Mut’im went to check and the parchment had indeed been eaten away except the part bearing 
the Name of Allah. 
 
Chapter (3) sūrat āl ʿim'rān (The Family of Imrān) 
 
3:54 And the disbelievers planned, but 
Allah planned. And Allah is the best of 
planners. 
  
Despite the disbeliever’s witnessing a sign of Muhammad’s SAWS Prophethood they persisted and 
increased in disbelief. 
 


