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Mothers of the Believers (الؤمنين أمهات) Hafsah Bint Umar(ra) 
Sister Eman al Obaid 
Wed 24 Jan 2018 
 

The daughter of Omar Bin 
Al Khattab.  
 
Nabi saws is a human being 
but he is a Messenger of 
Allah swt. Allah swt choose 
him as he was the best of 
mankind and the best of 
character.  
 
Allah swt also choose all the 
wives of Nabi saws and 
every wife has a story.  
 
1. Khadijah 
2. Sawda bint Zamʿa 
3. Aisha bint Abu Bakr 
4. Hafsa bint Umar 

 
As expected cach wife of Nabi saws was different. We know what they went through so that we 
may benefit from the knowledge in our life. 
 
Chapter (66) sūrat l-taḥrīm (The Prohibition) 
Nabi saws forbade something for himself which was halal, to please his wife Hafsa. Hafsa saw 
Mariyah in her house with Nabi saws and was very upset. The Prophet saws told Hafsa he would 
forbade Mariyah from himself, but to keep it a secret. But Hafsa couldn’t help herself and told Aisha 
(ra) the secret. Allah the All Knower sent a full surah regarding this matter. It is not an advantage to 
be a wife of Nabi saws – Allah swt can replace you. So don’t rely on anyone’s righteousness to save 
you. You are alone – you are not good because your father is good. You yourself are good or bad. 
 
Firstly Allah swt talks to Nabi saws – not the 
wives. That shows the higher position you 
have, the more you will be asked by Allah 
swt. On the Day of Judgement Allah swt will 
first ask the Messengers. Allah swt will ask 
the people what did the Messengers? Don’t 
feel you can be relaxed because you are in a 
higher position.  
 
Why do you forbade something which Allah 
swt made lawful for you seeking the 
pleasures of your wives? When you do something you shouldn’t seek the pleasure of anyone, even 
you wife. This is teaching you tawheed. In life don’t be seeking the pleasure of the people 0r the 
pleasure of someone you are afraid of.  
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Oaths 
Allah swt said there is a way out of the 
oath Nabi saws made to Hafsa. To come 
out of an oath you have to do something 
i.e. give charity. Sometimes we make an 
oath we regret – there is a way out but 
you shouldn’t please the people. 
 
This incident happened between Nabi 
saws and Hafsa, and between Hafsa and 
Aisha (ra) but for sure Allah swt is 

watching everything and seeing everything; and Allah swt mentioned this incident and everyone is 
reciting this verse until the Day of Judgement. So we all have to know about this incident. Things 
done in secret, Allah swt will make it apparent. Allah swt wants so many people to benefit so Allah 
swt disclosed it and made it part of the Qur’an being recited. 
 
Secrets 
Nabi saws made this a confidential matter 
between himself and one of his wives 
Hafsa. She didn’t keep it a secret. Allah 
swt made it apparent to Nabi saws. When 
Nabi confronted Hafsa he didn’t mention 
everything so as not to upset her although 
Allah swt told Nabi saws everything. 
Hasfa asked; ‘who told you?’ Nabi saws 
replied; ‘Allah swt the All Knower.’ 
 
Sometimes when you tell someone a secret you hear it from a third person because Allah swt wants 
to disclose it. It is not important who is telling others the secret, what is important is that Allah swt 
is the All Knower. Anything hidden, Allah swt will make it apparent to show the truth; especially if it 
touched so many people or is something so important. This is an important surah. 
 

Repentance 
Then Allah swt talks to both Aisha (ra) 
and Hafsa. For them their actions were a 
big sin. Being the wives of the Prophet 
saws their sins are bigger. So they 
needed to turn in repentance to Allah 
swt as their hearts had inclined to their 
desires, they did something behind the 
back of Nabi saws and disclosed a secret 
opposing the Prophet saws.  
 

The mumin always need to honest and truthful so they need to watch their tongue and their actions 
– not do anything by the back door. Allah swt knows about it and if Allah swt wills He will disclose 
the secret. And people are not as merciful as Allah swt.  We need to be transparent with ourselves 
and with Allah swt.  
 
Don’t ever do anything behind the back of Nabi – by their actions it was as if they were opposing 
Nabi saws. Allah swt will by his saws side, Jibril (as) will be his saws side, the believers will be by his 
saws side.  Allah swt is guarding & protecting the Prophet saws and giving him saws the victory. 
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Divorce 
The closer to Nabi saws they are the 
more they are accountable. Allah swt 
made it public, everyone knows what 
happened – they are human so it is a 
lesson for us.  
 
The Prophet saws divorcing the wives 
was also the opinion of Umar Bin Al 
Khattab. Our relationship with Allah 
swt is on an individual basis – you 
cannot rely on your husband or your 

mother, father or friends.  
 
The new wives will be better and have better qualities; 

 Muslim’atin 

 Devotees 

 Those who repent 

 Worshippers 

 Fasting 

 Divorcees or virgins 
 
These qualities are motivating the wives to be the best. It is not about beauty, money or family. The 
value with Allah swt as a good wife are these qualities. This what a man should look for in a wife and 
how a woman should aim to be as a wife. Looks and beauty are not important – they are not even 
mentioned. Nabi saws did not divorce them but this was a warning. Being a wife of the Nabi saws 
does not mean they will follow him saws to Paradise, they still needed to repent. 
 

The Believer 
Allah swt is now addressing generally all 
the believers. This is your responsibility – 
protect yourself and your household from 
Hellfire. The angels are not disobeying 
Allah swt and are doing whatever Allah swt 
tells them. Protect yourself and your 
household, your spouses, your children 
from Hellfire. May Allah swt reform our 
husband, our children, ourselves Ameen.  
 
The Disbeliever 
For the disbeliever’s it is over, their turn is 
over. It is important what you do in your 
life, don’t rely on anyone except Allah swt.  
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Towards the end of this surah you will find three example of people: 

 
1. Good husbands, good Prophets – 
but their wives are disbelievers. The 
wives of Nuh (as) & Lot (as) – being the 
wife of a messenger did not avail them. 
They will enter hellfire.   
 
 

66:10 Allah presents an example of those who disbelieved: the wife of Noah and the wife of Lot. They 
were under two of Our righteous servants but betrayed them, so those prophets did not avail them 
from Allah at all, and it was said, "Enter the Fire with those who enter." 

 
2. The husband is wicked but his wife 
is a believer. The husbands wickedness and 
evilness did not affect the wife, he will go 
to Hellfire and she will go to Paradise. 
 
Fir’aun will be the worst person in Hellfire 
and his wife will the best person in 
Paradise. The life is a test. Allah swt will 
separate them on the Day of Judgement.  
 
She asked for a house in Paradise and 

asked only for protection from her husband. She never said anything negative about Fir’aun even 
though he tortured her, chained her and then killed her. She didn’t say anything negative against 
Fir’aun – she just asked for protection from him and his deeds. What is important is your 
relationship with Allah swt. 
 

3. No husband. The last example is 
Maryam who was not married.  
 
If you are married you can go to 
paradise whoever your husband is 
depending on your deeds.  
 
What is the best quality of Maryam?  
She guarded her chastity and she 
believed in the word of Allah and the 
books of Allah swt, and she was among 
the devotees. 
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Don’t say it is my decree, it’s you. Don’t say it’s your husband doing good or bad, it’s you. If your 
husband is bad it doesn’t mean you need to be bad, if he is bad you need to be good. Everyone is 
responsible for their own actions. You cannot rely on marriage, you cannot rely on your father or 
your mother. Allah swt will deal with you according to who you are.  
 
Don’t smile at people because they are the husband of somebody or the wife, daughter, or son of 
somebody. You should get attention because of you, not because of somebody else. That is not a 
pure relation – being nice to somebody because of who they are. Don’t treat someone bad because 
they are bad or treat someone good because they are good. It is your responsibility how you are 
dealing with people. 
 
This is a big lesson for us.  
 
 


