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Protection from the traps of shaithan 

Shaithan wants to make us imbalanced- to mislead everyone. He will not change- we have to 
change. Don’t surrender to him. How can we change? With ikhlas. Do everything for the sake 
of Allah then shaithan will not have power over you. We need to understand the plots of 
shaithan. He attacks us based our ‘power’. He does not give one trap for all. He examines 
you, tests you and then customizes his plot against you.  

1. Plot 1: False and contradicting speech that leads to excessive arguing  

He makes a person indulge in false and contradicting speech that leads to argument. Allah 
tells us in the Qur’an: 

 !  
 And tell My servants to say that which is best. Indeed, Satan induces [dissension] among them. Indeed Satan is 

ever, to mankind, a clear enemy. (Surat Al-‘Isrā' 17:53) 

We see that the speech of people keeps changing until you don’t know what to follow. Some 
doctors say don’t eat bread while others say the opposite. Shaithan wants people to be 
distracted and to be confused until they even question themselves- ‘should I eat breakfast or 
not?’ Precious time is wasted with debates. This happens even in religion- they ask and 
argue about the Day of Judgement. It also happens with regards to education, economy. 
Shaithan leaves them in argument and they leave their worship- this is destruction. 

!   
Say, "O People of the Scripture, do not exceed limits in your religion beyond the truth and do not follow the 

inclinations of a people who had gone astray before and misled many and have strayed from the soundness of 
the way.” (Surah Al Made 5:77) 
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2. Plot 2: He takes people out from knowledge and the religion to ignorance 
and philosophy.  

Step by step, slowly, slowly he takes a person out. Shaithan is clever in making this transition 
from the religion (قـال اهلل وقـال الـرسـول) to the ignorance of philosophy and deviation. The Prophet 
 O my Rabb, increase me in) ربــــــــــــــــــي زدنــــــــــــــــــي عــــــــــــــــــلــمــا -made dua for increase in knowledge   (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)
knowledge). There is no limit to knowledge- you always want more and more of it. But 
shaithan beautifies the duniya and encourages people towards struggling for the duniya 
instead of seeking knowledge. Acquiring knowledge and working for the akhirah is a high 
level and the most noble profession- there is nothing more valuable than this. In the time of 
the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) , there were some sahaba who were only dedicated to knowledge- Abu 
Hurairah (رضى اهلل عنه) was from that group.  

3. Plot 3: Shaithan deludes some people into believing they have some special 
‘window’ into the unseen 

In the beginning, a person may be doing a lot of worship to the extent that he may torture his 
body by fasting all the time and not sleeping. Eventually shaithan deludes them into believing 
they have some ‘window’ into the unseen and they base all their decisions on their dreams 
and thoughts. This group starts with piety and discipline but they go to the extreme of 
illusions. They misinterpret this ayah to mean: 

!   
And worship your Lord until there comes to you the certainty (death). 

They misinterpret that this ayah means to worship Allah till you reach the stage where you 
have a ‘window’ into the unseen. Some reach to the extreme that they believe they reach a 
stage where they don’t need to do any more worship and they do sins. May Allah protect us. 
Ameen.  

They claim that the messengers and Prophets have ‘apparent knowledge’ and they have 
‘inner knowledge’- this is wrong. We need to be aware of these plots and seek refuge in 
Allah from them.  

4. Plot 4: from his tricks is to use ‘good manners’  

He uses the trap of ‘good manners’ to deviate people. How? Shaithan tells you, don’t appear 
happy in front of a poor person otherwise he will ask you and be good and smile to a sinner 
so that they are attracted to you. There is a thin line here. This does not imply that one has 
to be mean to others but if someone is doing something wrong, don’t smile and spoil their 
inner sensor which is telling them that they are doing something wrong. Or if someone is 
doing good, he will tell you to frown at them so that they will not be proud- this is also not 
correct. We need to have ikhlas in everything- even when we smile at others. If people did 
something wrong in front of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) , he would show his displeasure otherwise he 
would give a wrong signal to the person that what he did is acceptable. To the people of 
bid’ah, don’t show that what they are doing is acceptable. Another way is when a man smiles 
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at a woman under they pretext of ‘good manners’- this can also give the wrong signal. Or 
shaithan tells a man- make eye contact, show your whole face to a woman- these are all 
traps under the cloak of ‘good manners’.   

5. Plot 5:  

From his plot is a make a person isolate himself completely from others. He tells them, there 
is too much fitnah- stay in the house, don’t go out. If you go out then you will fall from 
peoples’ eyes. In this case you are staying home not because you don’t want to go but 
because you are afraid of the dispraise of people. This is all obsession. This plot also has 
another hidden agenda of shaithan which is to make a person feel proud of himself. It 
makes him look down at those who go out. Arrogance is to reject the truth and to look down 
at people and an atom of arrogance will take a person out of Paradise. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) s 
and the sahaba used to go to the markets. An affluent man was asked “Allah has enriched 
you, yet you carry heavy loads around” so he said- “This is to push my ego”. 
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