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Protection from the traps of shaithan 

How to be protected from the shaithan? Go to Allah Al Awwal- He told us about the plots of 
shaithan and the means of protection. Be from the mukhliseen and don’t do shirk. Tawheed 
is protection from all the tricks of shaithan. Allah is Al Akhir- He will protect you and He will 
show you the result of the means.  

1. Plot 1: False and contradicting speech that leads to excessive arguing 
2. Plot 2: He takes people out from knowledge and the religion to ignorance and 

philosophy.  
3. Plot 3: Shaithan deludes some people into believing they have some special 

‘window’ into the unseen 
4. Plot 4: from his tricks is to use ‘good manners’  
5. Plot 5: isolation 

6. Plot 6: Over praising the righteous. 
The gate of shirk is over praising of the righteous. This leads to making them rivals with 
Allah which leads to major shirk. Imagine there is a person who is righteous and his 
righteousness is apparent him. There are others around him and shaithan encircles these 
people trapping them in different ways.  

To one he will tell them- ‘kiss the hand of the righteous person’. While to another he tells 
them ‘wipe over him, take energy from him’. To another he will tell him to shower the person 
with praises. To another he tells him to ask him to make dua for him. Shaithan pushes each 
one to do these, he whispers to them. He goes to each one based on their weakness. For 
example, if a person is obsessed about cleanliness then shaithan will make him see dirt and 
filth. There are others who are just watching while these four kinds of people are 
exaggerating with the righteous person trapping all of them.  

There was a righteous person who used to be discreet but as soon as people found out 
about him, he would move out from the town because he was afraid of himself. When we 
praise anyone  then we will spoil them because then the person will start believing in himself. 
If a person is good then he will run away from the praise otherwise he will deceive himself. 
Shaithan will deceive the righteous person by telling him- ‘This praise is from Allah’ till the 
person is deluded to thinking he is as stable as a mountain, as if he is a peg holding the 
earth in place. Shaithan tells him- ‘the punishment will be averted because of you’. For 
instance, a person will tell the righteous person, make dua for me. And then the next day the 
dua is answered. The righteous person is told about this and they are all deceived. This is 
destruction. May Allah protect us all. Ameen. 

Shaithan will not leave them. He plots further- how? Those who used to exaggerate in praise 
will stop doing so till the righteous person will get upset and start thinking bad about them.  
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Beware. What should we do? Don’t praise others. Ikhlaas makes you moderate- don’t be 
affected by the praise or dispraise of people. Don’t do shirk. 

!  
That He (Allah) may make what is thrown in by Shaitan (Satan) a trial for those in whose hearts is a disease (of 

hypocrisy and disbelief) and whose hearts are hardened. And certainly, the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-
doers, etc.) are in an opposition far-off (from the truth against Allah's Messenger and the believers).  

(Surah Al Hajj 22:53) 

If my heart is not pure, then shaithan will cast something in my heart to think bad about 
others. Shaithan deludes you into thinking you have a ‘sixth sense’ about a person.  

7. Plot 7: He encourages people to follow their thoughts and feelings instead of what 
Allah and His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) of Allah.  

Shaithan encourages people to follow their thoughts, feelings and senses and not قــــــال اهلل وقــــــال 
 He goes to the monks and spiritual people- those who torture themselves by wearing .الـــــــرســـــــول
wool in summer and silk in winter as a show of their spirituality. They attract and delude 
people with spiritual talks and poetry without any basis on shariah.  

Thoughts are of three types- they are from Allah, from the shaithan or from the nafs (self). 
Only the prophets purely get inspiration from Allah so there is no mistake in their thoughts. 
For anyone else, their thoughts are either from their self or from the shaithan so there can 
be mistakes. If you want to protect anyone, then don’t praise them as they can make 
mistakes. If someone praises you, then it is a test for you- will you believe them or will you 
scold them? Scolding others for praising you is also not correct.  

!  
Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: "We believe," and will not be tested.  

(Surah Al Ankabut 29:2) 

!  
Who has created death and life, that He may test you which of you is best in deed. And He is the All-Mighty, the 

Oft-Forgiving; (Surah Al Mulk 67:2) 
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!  

!  
And We have made some of you as a trial for others: will you have patience? And your Lord is Ever All-Seer (of 

everything). (Surah Al Furqan 25:20) 

If you thought of something that no one else thought of, then shaithan will deceive you be 
telling you- ‘you are so good’. 

If any thought comes that is contrary than what Allah and His Messenger said, قــــــــــــــــــال اهلل وقــــــــــــــــــال 
  .then know that it is from shaithan الرسول

Abdullah ibn Mas’ud said, I will say my opinion; if it is correct then it is from Allah and if it is 
wrong then it is from myself and the shaithan.  

A man was writing for Umar bin Khattab- then he wrote- ‘this is what Allah showed Umar’. 
Then Umar asked the writer to remove that statement and replace it with ‘This is what Umar 
said’. The Sahaba are the best people yet this is the manner in which they spoke. When any 
thought comes, don’t affirm to yourself that what you thought is correct. What you think is 
your opinion and if it is correct then it is from Allah and if it is incorrect then it is from your 
self and the shaithan. They accuse themselves and attribute All goodness to Allah alone.  

A man said- if he had a thought that a person is bad, then he will not accept it till he has two 
sound witnesses affirming the same. It shows that you don’t go with your feelings even to 
this extent.  

Someone else said- ‘if you see a person flying, don’t be deceived’. This shows the extent to 
which we need to protect ourselves from being deceived.  

8. Plot 8: Deceiving them to wear the same clothes like a uniform.  
Shaithan deceives the righteous by telling them- ‘You are an imam, you need to dress and 
walk a certain way so that you will be known’. In religion, there is no uniform. This is from the 
tricks of shaithan. Some go to the extent of wearing the same design everyday. A different 
uniform for students to separate them from the teacher. Shaithan even deludes them by 
telling them they have to walk and talk a certain way. They are strict about their clothes and 
appearance just like they are with the obligatory prayers. They are rigid about it. The Prophet 
 wore different clothes, and ate different types of food in order that people don’t take it (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)
so strictly. This is all takalluf.  
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