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Protection from the traps of shaithan 

Plots of shaithan to different groups of people 

Shaithan plots differently against different groups of people. He plots a certain way against 
the common man, against the student of knowledge, to a worshipper, to men and to women.  

#1 
To the common man 

1. Thinking about Allah Himself (التفكير في ذات اهلل) 
To those who are not a student of knowledge or a worshipper, shaithan goes to them by 
making them think about Allah Himself (التفكير في ذات اهلل).  
 

1. Who created Allah? (من خلق اهلل) 
Shaithan goes to those who don’t have knowledge and tell them- who created this? Who 
created you?… who created Allah? To think like this is from the tricks of shaithan. When 
such thoughts come from shaithan, one needs to stop them and not ask such questions. 
Allah is Al Awwal- He is the first and there is nothing before Him. A man came to Abu 
Hurairah and said- ‘this is the creation of Allah and who created Allah?’ Abu Hurairah 
covered his ears and recited Surah Al Ikhlaas. We need to stop such thoughts because it is 
from the shaithan.  

2. Attributes of Allah (صفات اهلل) 
They resembled the attributes of Allah with something tangible. Allah is unseen, and there is 
no resemblance of any creation to Him so we should not make any resemblance to Him.  

3. Arguing about Allah (مخاصمة ربه) 
This is common- to argue and complain about what Allah gave a person. ‘Why did this 
happen?’ If a person has knowledge, then he will not argue because he knows he must have 
manners with Allah. Disputing, arguing, questioning is not the attitude of one who knows 
Allah. Some may say, ‘I am a good person, then why is this happening to me?’, but the one 
who knows Allah knows that everything is khair (good) from Him.  
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2. Making them think a worshipper is better than a scholar مـــــــــــــخالـــــــــــــفتهم الـــــــــــــعلماء وتـــــــــــــقديـــــــــــــمهم) 
 املتزهدين)

To be a student of knowledge is a higher degree than to be a worshipper- as a moon 
compared to the stars. However shaithan deludes the common man to be more impressed 
with the worshipper than the knowledgable one. He tells them- ‘the worshippers are so good, 
they are not indulged in the worldly matters, whereas the student of knowledge is eating, 
drinking socializing and indulged in the duniya’. This is a trick of the shaithan to deter the 
person from learning.  

3. To put down the scholars (قدههم العلماء) 

They put down the scholars and knowledgable people. People attack you more if you are 
knowledgable than if you are a worshipper. For example, if a person does overtime at work 
no one will complain or raise any issues but if one spends time and effort to seek knowledge 
then he is criticized. It is from the tricks of shaithan to make seeking knowledge seem 
difficult. If one wants to learn, then the test will come, not because Allah does not want you 
to go but it is a test for you- do you really want it?  

They are always searching for faults- as if the knowledgable one is under a microscope. 
They insult him for doing the matters that are allowed- ’is she wearing lipstick?’ - as if the 
person should not have a life. Islam is against a monastic life.  

4. Preferring the stranger over the resident in the land (يؤثرون الغريب على اهل بلدهم) 

Though there are resident scholars in the town, shaithan tricks the people to preferring the 
guest teachers who are visiting the town. This shows ingratitude- as if something at home is 
taken for granted and preferring something from outside.  

5. To be proud of one’s lineage (الغرور بالنتب) 

From the tricks of shaithan is to make a person proud of his himself and his lineage. 
Thought the reality is that we will all be questioned individually, irrespective of who we are. 
Shaithan deludes you into thinking that you will go to paradise because you have good 
companions. Remember that even the wives of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was dealt with individually 
when they made any mistake. Don’t blind follow anyone and remember that you will be 
questioned alone.  
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6. To rely on the voluntary and neglect the obligatory (االعتماد على النافلة واضاعة الفريضة) 

From the tricks of shaithan is to make the person focus on the voluntary and neglect the 
obligatory. For example, in Ramadan, he may be eager to pray the taraweeh, but neglects the 
obligatory prayers and even neglects fasting. He may go for umrah, but does not pray. A 
person may have memorized the Qur’an but then he left it because he was proud of himself. 
Don’t be proud- this is obligatory.  

7. Attending study circles (حضور مجالس الزكر) 

A person attends the study circle and he is affected and cries, but then he leaves and there 
is no change in him. Shaithan deludes them into thinking that since he cried in the study 
circle this is sufficient- as if this is his goal. But this is not the goal- just to cry. He is not 
working on reforming himself- he just comes as an audience, enjoys the lecture and then he 
leaves without any change. It is a deception to think that if you cry then you are good. Crying 
in the class or in the prayer is not a goal by itself.  
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