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There are means for everything in life. An accident doesn’t have the power 
to kill anyone; it is only a means. Allah is the One who gives life and death. 
Don’t question the situation when someone dies, saying if he hadn’t been in 
the car he would still be alive. The means are a mercy from Allah, because 
they make acceptance of the decree easier for us. Imagine if someone 
dropped dead suddenly we would be in a panic and state of shock. 

Allah causes 
death, this is 
His power. It is 
shirk to 
believe 
otherwise. 
Allah can do 
anything 
without 
means, by كن 
 but then ,فيكون
where would be the test? If you are a believer, 
the means are zero value in your eyes. You will 
take the means, but look only at Allah. 

We give power to so many things in our lives, so 
we say the earthquake caused so many people 
to die. This is why we are tested more and more. 
Allah is able to change the means. 

There are people who are obsessively afraid of 
death, so that they are afraid to travel in a plane, 
afraid to drive, afraid even when walking on the 
street. They can’t live a normal life.

Allah has kept the time of death secret from us, 
so that we can live life normally. If we knew when 
we will die, we would be consumed by the 
thought, and wouldn’t even be able to function 
normally. 

This ayah tells us the story of a group of the Bani 
Israeel, who escaped from their town out of fear 
of death. 

There are two opinions about the cause of their 
exodus. Some scholars say that a plague  
afflicted their town, and they escaped from it for 
fear of being afflicted. Another opinion is that 
they were escaping war, fleeing an enemy bent 

أََلْم تََر إَِلى الَِّذيَن َخرَُجوا 
ِمن ِديَارِِهْم َوُهْم أُُلوٌف 

َحذََر امْلَوِْت فََقاَل َلُهُم اهللَُّ 
ُموتُوا ثُمَّ أَْحيَاُهْم ۚ إِنَّ اهللََّ 
َلذُو فَْضٍل َعَلى النَّاِس 
َولَِٰكنَّ أَْكثََر النَّاِس اَل 

يَْشُكرُوَن 
Have you not 

considered those who 
left their homes in many 

thousands, fearing 
death? Allah said to 
them, "Die"; then He 
restored them to life. 

And Allah is full of 
bounty to the people, 
but most of the people 
do not show gratitude.

2:243



upon killing them. Whatever the reason, they feared death, and believed that they would be safe when they 
left. So 80,000-100,000 people left their town. When they left, Allah made them all die; one كن from Allah 
caused them all to die, without any means. Later, one messenger chanced upon them, and made du’a to Allah, 
to make them alive. So Allah made them alive, again without any means. 

This is to show us that death will come when it’s time, whether with or without means. Sometimes a person on 
his death bed will live for years, and someone who is healthy will suddenly die. Means have no value. Don’t 
fear the means; when it is time, we will die. The time of death was written before we were created. 

It is narrated that one day, a man entered the court of Sulayman عليه السالم, looked around at all the people and 
went out again. When the court adjourned, one of the people present approached Sulayman عليه السالم, and 
asked him whether he knew this strange man. Sulayman عليه السالم replied that it was the angel of death. The 
man was worried because the angel of death was staring at him. He asked Sulayman عليه السالم to command 
the wind at his disposal to carry him to India. A few days later, saw the angel of death again. He asked him 
why he had been staring at the man so intently on that particular day. The angel of death replied that he had 
been commanded by Allah to take the soul of the person in India, and he was standing in the court of 
Sulayman عليه السالم. So he left for India, and found the man there and took his soul. 

Death will come when it is decreed. You cannot escape death; it is always in front of you. 

The question in the form of the words ألم ترى is to create suspense, for something you don’t know, to make you 
listen eagerly. The question هل is for confirmation of things you know. The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
didnt see this incident, but Allah wants to present this news in the form of a picture in front of our eyes, as if we 
witnessed it. So what is required from us is perfect belief. This is how the unseen matters must be taken by us, 
when we are told of them by Allah. We don’t need to make this into a movie, the words of Allah are enough to 
create d picture for us. We don’t need any more clarity. 

Allah describes the thousands of people of this exodus by their action. They had a will, and decided to leave. 
But don’t think this made them escape the decree. Some deviated sects believe that the human being does 
not have any choice. So Allah makes it clear that they had a choice, and they decided to leave their town, in an 
effort to escape death. But they couldn’t escape their death. You can’t negate your will, but you can’t go 
beyond the decree. You also cannot blame the decree for your wrong actions and decisions. You are not a 
feather in the wind. 

The word ديار indicates the dwelling as well as the surroundings, your comfort zone. You don’t ever want to 
leave your comfort zone. Normally when you ate disturbed and afraid, you go home. There has to be some 
grave reason for you to leave your home, such as the fear of death. We see so many refugees in war zones; 
they leave their homes for fear of death, because they are not safe even in their homes. We see cases of 
ethnic cleansing at present which result in a steady stream of people leaving their homes. 

Thousands left their town. They were taking precautions against death, but this cannot change the decree. 
Means are means, they are ineffective without the will of Allah. Don’t rely on the means, rely on Allah to save 
you. 
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