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The Definition of Major 
Shirk 

It is to make an rival with 
Allah, who is worshipped 
and obeyed like Allah. 

The person doing this 
will be removed from 
the fold of Islam, and 
he will not be forgiven 
unless he repents. 

If the person who 
commits major shirk 
dies in that state, 
without repenting, he 
will be thrown into the 
hellfire, and will remain 
there for eternity. 

The first command for 
mankind, in Surah Al-
Baqarah, is to refrain 
from making rivals with Allah, whether they are angels, 
messengers, or righteous people. Those who commit this shirk will 
worship Allah and someone else too. 

Imagine two shops selling the same wares; they are rivals with 
each other. Think of one sorrow shopping in both places, telling 
both they are the best, and being so stressed that one of them 
would find out. This person is weak and imbalanced, cheating only 
themselves. Leave all these rivals, and purify your heart. 

The actions of these who ascribe rivals to Allah will worship it as he 
worships Allah. Major shirk is to give someone the same position as 
Allah. So the person will worship the false idol which he has set as 
a rival for Allah, with the same intensity as Allah, and he will obey 
this rival in the same way as Allah. 

There are no rivals with Allah. You make someone a rival to Him by 
giving them this elevated position in your own eyes. This is your 
own action. You blow them up by praising them too much, making 
this person a monster. Shirk is man-made. We see this problem 
with the students of knowledge when they idolize their teachers. 

أنواع الشرك األكبر  
The Types of Major Shirk

1. Shirk in du’a 
 🔘  To make du’a to someone else is shirk.
 The du’a is a worship, it must be exclusively for
Allah, direct, without any mediators. Du’a is a 
worship, so it must be done with devotion, love  
and humility. You must feel that you are a slave 

يَا أَيَُّها النَّاُس اْعبُُدوا َربَُّكُم الَِّذي َخَلَقُكْم 
َوالَِّذيَن ِمن َقبْلُِكْم َلَعلَُّكْم تَتَُّقوَن 

O mankind, worship your Lord, 
who created you and those before 

you, that you may become 
righteous  

َماَء  الَِّذي َجَعَل َلُكُم اأْلَرَْض ِفرَاًشا َوالسَّ
َماِء َماًء فَأَْخَرجَ ِبِه  ِبنَاًء َوأَنزََل ِمَن السَّ
ِمَن الثََّمرَاِت رِزًْقا لَُّكْم ۖ فاََل تَْجَعُلوا هللَِِّ 

أَنَداًدا َوأَنتُْم تَْعَلُموَن 
[He] who made for you the earth a 

bed [spread out] and the sky a 
ceiling and sent down from the 

sky, rain and brought forth 
thereby fruits as provision for you. 
So do not attribute to Allah rivals 

while you know [that there is 
nothing similar to Him]. 
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of Allah. This needs your heart. Allah inspires the du’a to 
you. The way you make the du’a is also important. When you 
ask anyone else for something, with humility, believing in 
your heart that he can grant you what you ask, this is shirk. 

Your feelings are for Allah alone. Your heart must remain with 
Allah. If you feel this desperation with Allah, you will be 
rewarded. If you show your desperation to any person, you 
will not be rewarded. The problem lies in your heart jumping 
to people rather than Allah. The output of the heart must be 
for Allah alone. 

The shaitan will whisper to you, telling you not to ask people, 
or to be too desperate with them. But you must remain in moderation. You can ask people for something you 
need, some help, but in a moderate way. It is easy to have feelings for people, because they are tangible, in 
front of you. But you must not feel the humility for anyone except Allah, not even for a small thing. Be nice to 
people, but don’t throw your heart to them. To have such high expectations with people is actually torture. 

🔘  Using mediators in du’a is also shirk. The person thinks that his du’a is not good enough, and the other 
person is so pious, that his du’a will be answered through this person. In the same way, if you believe that 
someone has barakah, this is also shirk. 

🔘  Calling someone far away, or dead, believing they can hear you, is shirk. To ask someone who is in front of 
you, when you need something, it’s allowed. But if someone dead and buried, and you call him, this is shirk. 
Sometimes in situations of need or danger, people will call their spiritual leaders, thinking he can hear and help 
them, believing he has so much power and can create miracles. 

🔘  Asking a person for something which he cannot give is shirk. For instance, only Allah can cure, give life, 
children, happiness. 

2. Shirk in intention and will. 
Before you do any worship, you must have an 
intention in your heart, the will to proceed, a motive, 
which makes you go forward. 

This is different from riya’. In your heart, you make 
someone a rival with Allah, you think that they deserve 
to be worshipped. You are not seeking their pleasure, 
or praise. But you make the person your goal, like a 
teacher, or a spiritual leader. You feel so much 
devotion for the person. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
said : 

الدَُّعاُء ُهوَ اْلِعبَاَدةُ 
Supplication (du'a') is itself the worship.

He then recited:
{ َقاَل َربُُّكُم اْدُعوِني أَْستَِجْب َلُكْم } 

And your Lord said: Call on Me, I will 
answer you (40:60)
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