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Sometimes you commit 
shirk without even 
realizing it, but Allah 
makes it apparent for 
you through the 
situations, so that you 
realize it. 

Shirk is the opposite of 
tawheed. 

Tawheed is to believe that Allah is perfect in three aspects : His actions, His names and attributes, and the 
actions of the slaves. You must believe that Allah is the only One who is perfect. All His names and attributes 
are perfect. Don’t equate anyone else with Allah. Make du’a only to Allah, worship Him alone with love and 
fear. If you love someone with the same intensity as Allah, this is shirk. When you believe someone else is 
equal to Allah, this is shirk. If you believe that a certain medicine will give you shifa, this is shirk; it is as if you 
are worshipping the medicine. When you give anything the power in your eyes, even a tiny tablet, this is major 
shirk. 

You must take the means, but don’t depend on them. These is no one equal to Allah. Even if you see the 
results with the medicine, don’t believe it is the power of the medicine, rather, it is Allah. The medicine will work 
once, and not work another time; this is to show you that it has no power. The actual challenge comes when 
the medicine works, shows results, so that you become better. 

The Minor Shirk 
The minor shirk is a major sin; it is worse than murder, adultery, consuming interest, 
taking intoxicants. It is أكبر الكبائر, greater than all the major sins. Shirk is a crime 
against Allah, while major sins are against the rights of people. 

The 
Description of 

Minor Shirk
Minor shirk includes 
all those things which are shirk, but haven’t 
reached the intensity of major shirk. 

When you elevate someone too much, make 
them rivals with Allah, this is major shirk, and it results in the person being thrown out of the fold of Islam, and 
all his deeds nullified, facing eternal hellfire, unless he repents. Minor shirk is of lesser intensity, but a major 
crime nonetheless; someone rather than Allah is in the picture, but as an attachment, not a rival to Allah. For 
example, if you give a medicine the power to cure in your eyes, this is major shirk; drugs can be like a god for 
the addict. But when you are not giving the medicine power, you know that Allah is the One who cures, and He 
gave you the medicine, but you are attached to the medicine, this is minor shirk. It affects you emotionally. 



The Ruling for Minor Shirk
▪ Minor shirk is a major sin, worse than all other major sins. 

▪ It doesn’t negate the faith of the person completely, it doesn’t 
remove his tawheed, but it decreases his belief. For example, you 
want the praise of Allah and others, so you believe in Allah, but 
associate a partner with Him in wanting the praise, so your tawheed 
is less, maybe 40%. Allah wants and deserves 100% of your 
tawheed, He wants your relationship with Him to be perfect. 

▪ Minor shirk nullifies the deed in which it is committed, but it 
doesn’t render all the deeds as null. It doesn’t remove the person 
from deen. For example, you are praying Duha prayers, and you 
start praying for the sake of Allah, but in the second rakat, you hear 
someone and you perfect the rakat, prolonging your sujood, so this 
you want the praise of Allah and this person. So on the spot, this 
salah is cancelled. It is like a carpet which is one piece, and one 
spot is burnt, so the whole carpet is spoilt, and must be thrown 
away; this is the major sin. But there are some carpets which are 
divided into separate tiles, so if one tile is burnt, it is removed. But then of you burn all the tiles of carpet one 
by one, you are left with nothing; this is minor shirk. 

▪ The person committing minor shirk will not remain in the hellfire for eternity, but he will be punished in the 
hellfire until he is purified of the sin, unless he repents for the sin. Minor shirk can lead to major shirk if it is not 
rectified. It’s like a cancerous tumour which will grow and spread throughout the body unless it is removed 
forthwith. 

Types of Minor Shirk 
Minor shirk is divided into three 
concepts : the shirk of  the heart, 
words and actions. 

The struggle is more intense for 
the heart. The words and actions 
can be stopped straight away.

Allah is watching your heart. 

 🔘  Shirk of the heart
▫ Seeking the praise of people; 
even if the person doesn’t get the 
praise, he has committed shirk. 
▫ Seeking benefit of dunya 
▫ Attachment to the means 
▫ Taking evil omens 

🔘  Shirk with words 
▫ Associations with the word ‘and’. So the person may say Allah ‘and’ you saved me, or by the will of Allah 
‘and’ yours. 
▫ Taking oaths with others rather than Allah. 

🔘  Shirk with actions 
▫ Talismans and other things like that, such as crystals, bracelets, etc. 


