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Mothers of the Believers (الؤمنين أمهات) Hafsah Bint Umar(ra) 
Sister Eman al Obaid 
Wed 14th Feb 2018 
 

 
1. Khadijah 
2. Sawda bint Zamʿa 
3. Aisha bint Abu Bakr 
4. Hafsa bint Umar (3AH) 
 
Recap 
- Incident with Mariyah 
- Surat Al Tahrim (66) revealed. 
- The wives of Nabi saws ask for 
more money 
- The Prophet saws secludes himself. 
- Surat Al Ahzab (33) revealed 
-  
 

Hafsa and The Qur’an 
 
Hafsa was known for her worshipping. After the death of the Prophet saws the Qur’an was in the 
hearts of the sahabah – they has memorized the Qur’an.  
 
The Battle of Yamamah 
 
After the death of the Prophet saws the sahabah were involved in a battle, The Battle of Yamamah 
The Battle of Yamamah took place at the time of Abu Bakr’s (ra) caliphate to eliminate the threat of 
Musaylamah al-Kaddhab who claimed to be a prophet. Khalid bin Waleed (ra) participated in this 
battle and it was a very difficult battle. 
 
Many Muslimeen died in the battle, especially many who had memorised the Qur’an. Umar al 
Khattab (ra) was very sad as he had lost family in this battle, his brother Zayd bin al-Khattab (ra). 
What grieved him more was that so many haffuz had died in this battle. So he went to Abu Bakr (ra) 
to tell him this and however Abu Bakr (ra) was very reluctant and said: ‘I will not do what Nabi saws 
did not do.’ The Prophet saws had not gathered the Qur’an together.  
 
Some things in the religion are fixed but sometimes under certain situation’s you have to change. 
Depending on the situation Allah swt guided them – you need to ask Allah swt. Umar (ra) insisted 
that the Qur’an needs to be preserved for future generations. However Abu Bakr (ra) still said no; 
‘How can I do something which the Prophet saws did not do’. Umar al Khattab (ra) insisted until Allah 
swt opened the heart of Abu Bakr Siddiq to compile the Qur’an. 
 
Umar al Khattab had an opinion but Abu Bakr (ra) was the leader. Abu Bakr (ra) considered what 
Umar (ra) said as it was known that Allah swt had granted Umar (ra) hikmah in his tongue. Abu Bakr 
(ra) said Allah swt showed him what Umar al Khattab (ra) was speaking of. If you ask Allah swt, 
Allah swt will show you the truth.  
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Zayd ibn Thabbit (ra) 
 
They decided to go to the one who was best in reciting the Qur’an Zayd ibn Thabit (ra). Zaid 
mentioned; ‘I came and I saw Umar sitting and not talking’. Why did they mention this? Because it 
was Umar (ra) idea but he did not speak.  
 
Abu Bakr (ra) told Zaid (ra); “Zayd, you are young and intelligent, you used to record the revelations 
for the Prophet, and we know nothing to your discredit. So pursue the Qur’an and collect it together 
…”. This means there were people who had memorised the Qur’an and a few who could write, but 
not many who knew both, writing and memorising. Zayd (ra) said, ‘By Allah, if I was told to remove a 
mountain from its place I would do it, but this task is heavier’. 
 
(·        He was the well-known Madinite Scribe to the Prophet for the Revelation (kaatib al wahy al 
mashur). 
·        He was a renowned hafiz of the Qur’an during the lifetime of the Prophet. 
·        He was a witness to the Prophet’s recitation in the presence of Jibril during the last Ramadan. 
·        He had irreproachable morals (Abu Bakr said: “we do not accuse you of any wrongdoing.”) 
·        He was young, knowledgeable, wise, and reliable (with sound and powerful memory). 
·        He had excellent skills in languages (written and spoken), especially in Arabic.) 
 
Zayd (ra) then asked Abu Bakr (ra) and Umar (ra); ‘Why are you doing something The Prophet saws 
did not do?’ Abu Bakr (ra) replied: ‘No, it is khair (good)’. Zaid (ra) did not accept immediately. Even 
fatwas the sahabah did not give, it was a big responsibility, but today people are giving out so many 
fatwas.  
 
Zayd (ra) began the task, the ayat were scattered but the Prophet saws had told them what ayat 
goes in which surat. The ayat were written on paper, animal skins and stones. 
 
There were two ayat from Surat At Tawbah which Zayd (ra) could not find anywhere except with 
Zaid al Ansari.  
 
Chapter (9) sūrat l-tawbah (The Repentance) 

 
9:128 There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. Grievous to him is what 
you suffer; [he is] concerned over you and to the believers is kind and merciful. 

 

 
9:129 But if they turn away, [O Muhammad], say, "Sufficient for me is Allah ; there is no deity except 
Him. On Him I have relied, and He is the Lord of the Great Throne." 
 

There was also one ayat of surat al Ahzab missing which was eventually found. Zayd said; ‘I used to 
hear it from Nabi saws’.  
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Chapter (33) sūrat l-aḥzāb (The Combined Forces) 

 
33:32 O wives of the Prophet, you are not like anyone among women. If you fear Allah , then do not be 
soft in speech [to men], lest he in whose heart is disease should covet, but speak with appropriate 
speech. 
 

Then eventually Zayd ibn Thabit (ra) was able to present the Qur’an to Abu Bakr (ra).  
 
In whose house was the Qur’an kept for so many years?  
In the house of Hafsa (ra). She played a huge role in preserving the Qur’an all her life and she had 
the original copy of the Qur’an.  


