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Protection from the traps of shaithan 

Plots of shaithan to different groups of people 

#2 
To the companion of knowledge 

 (مكائد الشيطان على اصحاب العلم)

The plot of shaithan against the companion of knowledge is based on the field of 
knowledge that he specializes in. He checks you to see where your strength lies and based 
on your strength, he will attack you.  

1. Recitors (القراء) 
Shaithan deludes the rectors of the Qur’an in many ways:  

1. Allah sent down the Qur’an to be acted upon but people take it for recitation and 
memorization (أنزل اهلل القرآن للعمل به فاتخذه الناس تالوته وحفظه عمال) 

There are several categories in the field of knowledge of the Qur’an- tajweed, tafseer, hifz, 
tilawah, tadabbur. Shaithan deludes people to have a stronger feeling of achievement for 
recitation and memorization, though tadabbur- reflecting, understanding and acting upon the 
Qur’an is more virtuous and beneficial than recitation and memorization. The Qur’an should 
change you.  

From the plots of the shaihtan is to make people busy with perfecting the recitation and 
makharij- sometimes for years and make them neglect pondering and acting upon the 
Qur’an. Our pious predecessors (the salaf) used to recite the Qur’an for tadabbur- in order to 
ponder and understand the Qur’an. Recitation helps for tadabbur. This is the reason why not 
all of the salaf had memorized the whole Qur’an. They sahaba would not advance from 
learning ten ayahs from the Qur’an except that they had acted upon it. On the day of 
judgement, what will matter are the ayat that you know by heart and you acted upon. This is 
your level in paradise- how much of the Qur’an did you act upon? One ayah will elevate you 
by one rank in Paradise.  

2. Love of being on top 
From the plots of the shaithan is to make a recitor of the Qur’an love to be treated like a 
VIP. How much you memorize of the Qur’an is between you and Allah- you don’t need others 
to know about it because only you know how much you actually memorized.  

3. To make them believe that their recitation will avert the punishment from them 
Shaithan deludes the recitor of the Qur’an to feel safe that since he can do any sin. If you 
are known as a recitor, then you need to be extra careful to not fall in sin.  
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4. Goal is only to beautify the voice 
Beautifying the voice for recitation is not a goal by itself- it helps to act upon the Qur’an. 
Shaithan always make you feel sleepy and bored for the worship that has more reward.  

5. Gathering the people to complete the recitation of the Qur'an 
The shaithan deludes the people and makes them eager to attend gatherings for completing 
the recitation of the Qur’an though this is not from the sunnah. Do what pleases Allah and 
not what pleases yourself.  

6. Not take from the scholars 
This is from the trick of shaithan to the recitors- ‘I know the Qur’an so I don’t need to take 
anything from the scholars’. This is wrong.  

7. Focus on the ten styles of recitation 
From the plots of shaithan is to make the recitor focus on learning and perfecting the ten 
styles of recitation instead of pondering and acting upon the Qur’an.  

From the first people to be put in Hell fire is the recitor of the Qur’an who recited only so that  
people would say he is a recitor.  
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