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The story mentioned in this ayah is about a nation who were afraid of death, 
whether it was through a sickness or an enemy, so they left their town, 
escaping from the means of death. But death faded them, and Allah made 
them die without any means. 
Life is a great blessing. People don’t want to die; we fear death. Another 
great blessing is money. People attach to this blessing too. Life and wealth 
are two great attachments for the human beings. When there is a battle, 
these two blessings are in jeopardy, there is no guarantee they will remain 
intact. When you participate in jihad for the sake of Allah, in the form of 
battle, you must detach yourself from these two attachments, which people 
love the most. 

Dwellings are equated with wealth. The people in the story feared death 
more than they feared losing their wealth, showing us that life is more 
precious than money. Imagine yourself in a boat which is listing, and you 
are carrying all your jewellery with you. What will you choose to cast 
overboard, yourself or your jewellery? 

If you are alive, you want money, so to go to death is only for Allah. Also, if you don’t spend for Allah, you will 
spend your money in something else. If you don’t give your money for the sake of Allah, it will be forcefully 
taken away from you, for some other reason, like a sickness. The wealth belongs to Allah. 

The battle for a woman is Hajj and acquiring knowledge; this is her jihad. To face the ignorance, deal with it, to 
acquire and spread the religious knowledge is jihad for the believing woman. If you don’t give your time to 
knowledge, or something else that Allah wants you to do, it will be wasted in some way. Your life and your time 
belong to Allah. 

The words of Allah are enough to make you picture the story. Allah makes things apparent with His words. We 
will spend all our money to save our lives. This was a huge nation, consisting of many thousands, 80,000 or 
100,000. They took precautions against death, by leaving all their possessions. This shows that life is very 
precious, so don’t throw yourself into destruction, don’t harm yourself in any way. Don’t torture yourself, don’t 
inflict pain upon yourself. Normal people love themselves, and will protect their bodies and souls. Some people 
terminate their lives with suicide. But the soul is a trust given to you by Allah. Sometimes you burn yourself like 

a candle for others. You must take care of yourself; life is a precious gift. 

Means are means; life is terminated by Allah; there may or may not be 
means. What was their reaction to the danger? They left. Allah wants to show 
us so many things through this story. 

As soon as they left the danger zone, they felt secure, because they had 
avoided the means of death. So with one word, when Allah spoke straight 
away, موتوا, they all died, without any other means. This is evidence that Allah 
speaks, and His words are unlimited. Speech is an attribute of Allah. 

The people who ran away thought that the means would make them die. But 
one word, in the form of a decreed command from Allah, make them all die 

without any means, كن فيكون. This is the reality, the actual picture. The death comes as a word from Allah, but 

أََلْم تََر إَِلى الَِّذيَن َخرَُجوا 
ِمن ِديَارِِهْم َوُهْم أُُلوٌف 

َحذََر امْلَوِْت فََقاَل َلُهُم اهللَُّ 
ُموتُوا ثُمَّ أَْحيَاُهْم ۚ إِنَّ اهللََّ 
َلذُو فَْضٍل َعَلى النَّاِس 
َولَِٰكنَّ أَْكثََر النَّاِس اَل 

يَْشُكرُوَن 
Have you not 

considered those who 
left their homes in many 

thousands, fearing 
death? Allah said to 
them, "Die"; then He 
restored them to life. 

And Allah is full of 
bounty to the people, 
but most of the people 
do not show gratitude.

2:243

َوَجاَءْت َسْكرَةُ امْلَوِْت ِباْلَحقِّ ۖ 
ذَٰلَِك َما ُكنَت ِمنُْه تَِحيُد 

And the intoxication of 
death will bring the truth; 

that is what you were 
trying to avoid 

سورة ق  
50:17 



there are different means, as a test of faith. The 
means of death are ever increasing, we are 
surrounded by sicknesses. Some people are afraid 
of flying, but death in road accidents are more 
common. 

Imagine this scenario happening in present times, 
thousands of people dropping dead without any 
reason. There wold be so many theories and 
investigations. But it is all Qadr. The angels obey 
the commands of Allah. So when Allah said موتوا, 
die, they all ماتوا, died, all at the same time. If they 
had remained in their dwellings, and died, they 
would not have died at the same time, so 
dramatically. 

They lay dead for a period of time. We know this 
from the word ثم, which shows sequence and a 
period of time. This time period when they lay dead 
is not known to us. 

Allah has the power and authority to give life and 
death. Allah shows us that He can make 
thousands die with one word. 

Their life was also through means. A messenger 
passed by, and saw all these dead people, and 
make du’a to Allah to make them alive again; so 
Allah did. Resurrection is also easy for Allah. Life, 
death, and resurrection, is all in the hands of Allah. 
Our test is about death, which ends our test. 

There are two points of wisdom in allowing them to 
die, and bringing them back to life again. 

🔘  The mercy and kindness of Allah. We 
experience our souls leaving our bodies whenever 
we sleep, and re-entering when we wake up. 
Sleep is a minor death. We are afraid of death, but 
we sleep. No one can avoid falling asleep. So when 
we wake up, we praise Allah for allowing us to wake up again. We are happy to b alive, this is a mercy of Allah.   

🔘  To show His signs to His slaves, how He brings the dead back to life. When Allah will bring you back to life, 
it will be for accounts. While you are alive, you should think good thoughts. Wake up happy every day, with the 
determination to do better. When you wake up on the Day of Judgement, you will not be able to do anything. 

It is a favour of Allah upon His slaves, that He gives us these signs of life and death, sleeping at night, and 
waking up in the morning. These are visible signs, for all mankind, not only the believers. Allah rewards those 
who are grateful for the gift of life. Do good deeds, be good to people; this is now you appreciate your life. 
Don’t harm others. Appreciate the people in your life. 

Life is a favour, فضل, not only justice, عدل. You could have been nothing, not existed. Resurrection every 
morning is a favour of Allah. The problem is that most people are ungrateful and unappreciative. Life is a 
blessing for which you should be grateful and worship Allah. But the majority of the people don’t appreciate 
life, and waste it. 
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