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There are two stories, both begin with the words ألم ترى. 

The first story is about those who fled their homes to escape death. We 
don’t know anything about the people who fled, because it’s not important 
who they were; their actions are what matter. 

The second story is about the Bani Israeel, specifically, their chiefs after the 
death of Musa عليه السالم. These leaders wanted to fight the enemy. The 
previous story is about fleeing the enemy; most of the scholars think the 
correct incident is that they were fleeing the enemy. This time, they were 
asking their prophet to be allowed to fight the enemy 
for the sake of Allah. But they set a condition : give 
us a king and we will fight for Allah. 

Usually we think of Surah Al-Feel when we see the 
words ألم ترى. But in that Surah, we see the actions 
of Allah. Here we are told about the actions of 
people. Follow the instructions of Allah, see and 
hear what He tells us to. Don’t look at the actions of 
people to judge them, but to learn a lesson from 
them. 

The Bani Israeel died, as did those who fled their 
dwellings. But you are alive, and every day is a new 
chance for you to make shukr. The du’a when 
waking up is a provision which Allah gave to you, 
when He allows you to remember Him. 

Allah gave them the chance to fight for His sake. 
They feared death, so they fled the battle, and Allah made them 
die without any means. Then they were resurrected, so that they 
would be grateful and fight for the sake of Allah. 

Allah doesn’t want one person to fight, but all of them to fight 
altogether. To fight is to terminate life.

To acquire knowledge is a jihad, you are in a battle with the 
shaitan, your nafs, your desires. So we must support each other. 
This worship cannot be done secretly. The study circles elevate 
the deen of Allah. It is a very apparent worship, showing the 
honour of Allah. 

There is only one way to Allah, and it consists of two aspects. Allah brings you back to life every morning, so 
what is require of you is to use your life for the sake of Allah. There is an apparent and a hidden aspect. 

🔘  Your intention is the hidden aspect. This needs so much struggle. Ask yourself, what is your goal? Make it 

َوَقاِتُلوا ِفي َسِبيِل اهللَِّ َواْعَلُموا 
أَنَّ اهللََّ َسِميعٌ َعلِيٌم 

And fight in the cause of 
Allah and know that Allah 
is Hearing and Knowing. 
مَّن ذَا الَِّذي يُْقرُِض اهللََّ َقرًْضا 
َحَسنًا فَيَُضاِعفَُه َلُه أَْضَعافًا 
َكِثيرَةً ۚ َواهللَُّ يَْقِبُض َويَبُْسُط 

َوإَِليِْه تُرَْجُعوَن 
Who is it that would loan 
Allah a goodly loan so He 
may multiply it for him 

many times over? And it 
is Allah who withholds 
and grants abundance, 
and to Him you will be 

returned. 
2:244-245



clear. Fighting could be for a worldly reason, such as booty. The goal for battle should be to elevate the name 
of Allah, to make it apparent. This is the same reason to acquire knowledge, to exalt the name of Allah. 

🔘  To do the worship according to the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم. Follow the way 
prescribed by Allah for fighting a battle. The battle needs to be organized, and state sponsored. People cannot 
jus pick up a sword and fight. It must be according to the rules set by Allah. The whole army must work as one 
body, not scattered. Obey the leader, don’t argue. Don’t uproot or cut trees, don’t damage or demolish 
buildings. Don’t kill the children and elderly. Fight only the soldiers who are fighting with you, carrying 
weapons. 

On the way of acquiring knowledge, don’t fight the people with the sword of words and actions. Fight your 
nafs. Any action which involves so many people has different rules. In life, there are things which you do alone, 
and with others. 

Think of the salah in congregation; make the rows, with no 
gaps between you and the one next to you. In the same way, 
in life, don’t there be any gaps between you are the others, or 
the shaitan will come. Follow the leader, speaks when it is 
time to speak. Don’t go before the leader, nor lag behind. This 
is why you can’t have two leaders. 

Be patient individually, and with each other. Not everyone is 
on the same level. Tie 
your heart. Resolve not 
to leave the battle, or 
you will be replaced. 
Don’t follow your desires, and you will be successful. 

When you have knowledge with evidence, it becomes easy for the brain 
to accept. When you know who Allah is, you are reformed. Allah is the All-
Hearing. He hears the words of everyone, those which are expressed and 
those which are self talk. You may say something to yourself which is 
disliked by Allah, thinking no one will know, but Allah can hear you. 

Allah is the All-Knower; He knows you inside-out. He knows whatever 
situation you are facing. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
said : 

من خرج في طلب العلم، فهو في سبيل اهلل 
حتى يرجع 

He who goes forth in search of 
knowledge is considered as struggling 
in the Cause of Allah until he returns.
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