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This is another kind of 
minor shirk. Most people 
work for dunya. When 
you have money and 
you want to buy something, you give the money and take the thing 
you want to buy. So there is selling and buying, an exchange. In the 
the shop of dunya, you have to pay with your good deeds, so that 
instead of collecting them, you are using them to acquire dunya, 
worldly benefits. 

For رياء, you are using your actions to buy 
praise : look, look, at my salah, my 
fasting. You want to buy their ‘wow’, their 
admiration and praise. 

For إرادة الدنيا, it is not praise that you 
want, it’s something tangible, such as 
wealth, booty,  a certificate. 

For رياء, you want praise, which is 
intangible. For إرادة الدنيا, your goal is to get something tangible. For both, you have your good deeds in your 
purse.

 is a إرادة الدنيا .because you must not seek the praise from anyone else but Allah ,إرادة الدنيا is worse than رياء
lesser degree of shirk than رياء. When you are seeking the praise of people, the deed which you ate making 
shirk in is nullified. But when, for instance, you are teaching deen, and want to be paid for it, this is a lesser 
degree of shirk, because it involves the tangible, so it is easier to quit.The effects of praise are stronger, 
because it is emotional, and you will think for days about it after you are praised by anyone. So رياء mixed with 

any action will spoil it completely. 

Make worship your goal, don’t use it to get 
something else. Du’a is a worship, don’t 
use it merely to ask for dunya 
possessions; you may or may not get what 
you ask for, but there will be no reward in 
the hereafter. Don’t do salat as yoga and 
meditation. Don’t fast for dieting. The 
people who seek tangible benefits use 
their worship as a bridge to acquire their 
tangible desires. Someone has an exam, 
so she prays and fasts and makes du’a, 
and once the exam is over, it all stops. 

إرادة الدنيا  
wanting 
worldly 
benefits 



Description of Shirk of Seeking Worldly Benefits 

The person worships to get some worldly benefit, for example, 
wearing hijab to protect the hair. This is shirk, because you 

associate worship with a worldly reward, using deen to achieve 
dunya; this is very common and it is a very low target. 

Kinds of Shirk of Seeking Worldly Benefits 

The person only does acts of worship for worldly gains. Allah knows 
your heart. The deed is cancelled, and it is a complete loss. 

The person wants worldly benefit and that of the hereafter, so she prays to be healthy and to get a 
reward from Allah, she acquires knowledge to please Allah, and to get a certificate. 

َوِمنُكم مَّن يُِريُد اآْلِخرَةَ 
Among you are some who 

desire this world, and 
among you are some who 

desire the Hereafter
سورة آل عمران  

3:152 
(Part of a longer ayah)


