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You must have hope in the forgiveness and mercy of Allah, and at 
the same time, you must fear His punishment too. Hope in the 
mercy of Allah, but don’t feel secure. You must remain between 
both His mercy and His punishment. 

Surah Al-Hijr is about protection, also from transgression. Don’t 
lose hope, and don’t feel secure. The despair shouldn’t go as far as 
despair. It should be enough to stop you from sinning. 

This is vey clear in the story of Ibrahim عليه السالم. The angels 
brought a glad tidings for him, and at the same time, they carried 
the command for the punishment of the people of Lut عليه السالم. 
One situation can be mercy and punishment, glad tidings and 
warning. Don’t transgress in either way. 

The same story is 
expressed in 
different ways in 
different surahs. 
The words of 
Surah Al-Hijr have 
more affirmation. 

[The 
angels] 
said : Fear not. Indeed, we give you good tidings of a 
learned boy. 
The reaction of Ibrahim عليه السالم was fearful, so the glad 
tidings are also in the same pattern, with firmness and 
affirmation.  A great blessing is a great test too, so 
Ibrahim عليه السالم was afraid of himself. Allah confirms 
the blessing of a son to him. 

The whole of Surah Al-Hijr is about protection, so that 
we see the affirmative words often in the surah. 
Protection needed to be highlighted and confirmed. 

The angels were given the job of conveying the 
glad tidings. They were also given the task of 
inflicting the punishment on the nation of
Lut عليه السالم, for their heinous sins. Whatever the 
angles say is the truth. 

The word بَّشَر means to convey the glad tidings. It also 
means human. The glad tidings have an effect in the skin, 
and face, making it glow. 

This is why those in the field of da’awah should make things 
positive for people, giving them glad tidings, reassuring 

َوأَْوَجَس ِمنُْهْم 
ِخيفًَة ۚ َقاُلوا اَل 

تََخْف إِنَّا أُرِْسْلنَا 
إَِلىٰ َقوْمِ ُلوٍط 
and felt from 

them 
apprehension. 

They said, 
"Fear not. We 
have been sent 
to the people 

of Lot."
سورة هود  

11:70

فَأَْوَجَس ِمنُْهْم 
ِخيفًَة ۖ َقاُلوا اَل 
رُوهُ  تََخْف ۖ َوبَشَّ

ِبُغاَلمٍ َعلِيمٍ 
And he felt from 

them 
apprehension. 

They said, 
"Fear not," and 
gave him good 

tidings of a 
learned boy.
  سورة الذاريات
51:28

When the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
deputed any of his Companions on a mission, 

he would say:
رُوا   رُوا واَلَ تَُعسِّ رُوا واَلَ تُنَفِّرُوا َويَسِّ بَشِّ

Give tidings (to the people) ; do not create (in 
their minds) aversion (towards religion) ; show 
them leniency and do not be hard upon them.
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them of the mercy of Allah, that there is always the way of repentance open for them. Don’t give the people 
negative views, and scare them with hellfire and the punishment of the grave. Always give them hope. When 
you study the way of the salaf, you will find that they were very strict with themselves, but very easy with 
others, giving them excuses. 

The angels gave Ibrahim عليه السالم the glad tiding of Ishaq عليه السالم, not Ismail عليه السالم. This was more 
miraculous, because both Ibrahim عليه السالم and Sarah were old, and had no means to have a child. Ibrahim 
 entertained his guests, who were angels in disguise, and Allah gave him extra, a son with knowledge عليه السالم
already installed in him. This is how Allah gives blessings without any means. The One who gives knowledge 
is Allah. So Allah gave him a complete blessing. 

He said : Have you given me 
good tidings although old age has 
come upon me? Then of what [wonder] do you inform? 

The reaction of Ibrahim عليه السالم teaches us protection when we receive glad tidings. He was doubting and 
shocked when he heard the news. He had made the du’a ► الِِحنَي  My Lord, grant me [a ►  رَبِّ َهْب لِي ِمَن الصَّ
child] from among the righteous (37:100). Allah answered his du’a after so long. So he was in a state of 
disbelief. Imagine getting 100% marks without studying, you will be so shocked. You may even transgress by 
saying you are lucky, and so intelligent. 

So when a blessing comes without any means, 
it’s shocking. Ibrahim عليه السالم doubted himself, 
and accused himself of old age. It was as if he 
was saying I won’t take the glad tidings from 
anyone but Allah. 

It’s like winning a lottery without buying a ticket! 
So you say give me proof. For any claim or 

even accusation, you need evidence. It’s the same for good news too. 


