
 

 

HADITH QUDSI 18 
Arrogance 

In this Hadith Qudsi, Allah (هلالج لج) is warning us about arrogance, putting ourselves on a platform, 

always wanting to be in the picture, either by elevating ourselves or letting others elevate us. 
We should not be too Dhahir. 
 

Hadith Qudsi 18 

 

Pride and greatness 

In this hadith, Allah (هلالج لج) uses a parable to explain to us about arrogance. He (هلالج لج) tells us about 

Himself, His greatness and how to humble ourselves because pride and greatness belong only to 

Allah. 

The Parable 

Allah (هلالج لج) uses a parable to explain kibriya -pride. Kibrya, from Kabir is greatness, mighty, pride is 

intangible. It is an attribute of Allah. 

In this Hadith Qudsi, Allah says:  ُيإَِزارُِ َواْلعََظَمة ُ ِردَائِي، اْلِكْبِريَاء  Pride is My cloak and Greatness is 

My Robe…. This is a parable and does not mean that Allah needs clothes or something to wear. 

Rather Allah uses this to express the intangibility of ُْاْلِكب kibriya - Pride. Pride belongs to Allah alone 

and no one to share with. Think about it…if you are wearing a shirt, can someone else wear it at the 

same time? No, in the same way, Pride is Allah’s cloak and not to be shared. 

What about something worn under the clothes like underwear? 

Greatness is My robe… 

That is even more…. It is so personal and not to be shared. Allah is Al Ghaani and gives us so much, 

but because He blesses us, we should not push ourselves into the character of Allah, into those 



attributes that only belong to Him. Allah says ُْاْلِكب  pride is My cloak – ِردَائِي - like an overcoat – this 

means Kibriya belongs to Allah... and ُ َواْلعََظَمة Greatness is  ُِيإَِزار   My robe, this is more personal, 

closer. 

Pride and Greatness are Allah’s cloak and robe. That is, to Him belongs Majesty, Greatness, 

Mightiness, Pride etc.  and these two attributes are of Allah alone and no one can share this with 

Allah. Allah did not say rhema (mercy), Jamil 9beauty), aziz etc. are His cloak and robe. These 

attributes of Allah, even the names can be shared, however, not perfectly as perfection only belongs 

to Allah. However, pride and greatness are two attributes that cannot be shared, even the names 

are not to be shared. What happens to those who try and share these, who have an atom of pride in 

them like Qaroon, Firaun etc… 

Those with an atom of pride. 

Anyone who has these attributes, Pride & Greatness will enter hell.  َُواْلعََظَمة ُ  اْلِكْبِريَاء  is forbiddenon 

people and the punishment is hell and yet the difficult thing is that people want this. They want to 

be popular, have pride, be arrogant, be number 1, they want to be ُِِكْبر . People sometimes study as 

riya and this is part of ُِِكْبر. 

We live in times where competition and comparison is encouraged and this leads to ُِِكْبر. 
It was narrated from ‘Abd-Allah Bin Mas’ood [may Allah be pleased with him] that the Prophet 

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 

“No one who has an atom’s-weight of arrogance in his heart will enter Paradise.” 

[Sahih Muslim] 

 

Pride and Greatness are personal to Allah 
Pride and Greatness are personal to Allah and so we should not share it with Him. No one is worthy 

of these two attributes. One may have izza, respect etc. but these two only belong to Allah. The one 

who tries to share this with Allah will go to hell. 

What do we have to attribute greatness to ourselves? 
What do we have that we make ourselves be mutakabir - great. Nothing... We are nothing. Allah has 

given us everything. In the universe, nothing is mutakabir, the angels, mountains, seas, lions, 

dinosaurs etc. nothing, bigger creations than ourselves, so why are we trying to elevate ourselves???  

Rejecting the truth, humiliating people, negating what Allah, the Prophet saw has said, wanting 

people to praise oneself, come to them etc are all part and parcel of attributing Pride and Greatness 

to ourselves.. etc. 

In Surah Luqman: 

“And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor walk in insolence through the earth. Verily, 

Allah likes not any arrogant boaster.” 

[Surah Luqman 31:18] 

💡 Greatness and Pride are two attributes of Allah which no creation can share and anyone trying 

to share this will enter hellfire. These are personal to Allah and do not try and snatch these.  Allah is 
Ar Rabb, illah. 


