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1. Khadijah 
2. Sawda bint Zamʿa 
3. Aisha bint Abu Bakr 
4. Hafsa bint Umar (3AH) 
 
Recap 
- Incident with Mariyah 
- Surat Al Tahrim (66) revealed. 
- The wives of Nabi saws ask for 
more money 
- The Prophet saws secludes himself. 
- Surat Al Ahzab (33) revealed 
- The Battle of Yamamah 
- Zayd ibn Thabbit (ra) 

 

Hafsa and The Qur’an 
 
Uthman (ra) Third Caliph 
At the time of ‘Uthman (ra) the Qur’an was in the house of Hafsa (ra). At this time, Islam spread to 
non Arab countries. One of the sahabah noticed that people started to recite the Qur’an differently 
in lands which did not speak the tongue of the Quraysh. The words were pronounced differently 
changing the meaning.  
 
"Anas ibn Malik relates: 'Hudhayfah came to 'Uthman, and he had fought with the people of Syria in 
the conquest of Armenia; and had fought in Azerbaijan, with the people of al-'Iraq, and he was shocked 
at the different ways of people reading the Qur'an. And Huzaifah said to 'Uthman, "O 'Uthman, assist 
this people, before they differ in the Book of Allah, just as the Jews and Christians differ in their books." 
 
Uthman (ra) had to do something. This was a fitnah which had to be stopped. Uthman (ra) made a 
speech to the people; ‘It has been 13 years since Nabi saws passed away. Anybody who has anything 
of the Qur’an bring it to me’. 
 
Who is one most eloquent in the Arabic language? 
Zayd ibn Thabbit was known for his eloquence in reading and writing the language. He had 
gathered the whole Qur’an under Abu Bakr (ra) which was in the house of Hafsa (ra).  Uthman (ra) 
asked Hafsa (ra) to allow people to make a copy of the Qur’an she had. From the new copy, some 
mushafs were also written on parchment and sent to different places such as Bahrain, Damascus, 
Basra, Kufa, Yemen and Mecca. 
 
Mushaf al Iman 
This Qur’an was known as the ‘Mushaf al Iman’. These copies of the Qur’an were made in Madina.  
 
Uthman's reaction in 653 is recorded in the following hadith: 
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"So Uthman sent a message to Hafsa saying, "Send us the manuscripts of the Quran so that we may 
compile the Quranic materials in perfect copies and return the manuscripts to you." Hafsa sent it to 
Uthman. Uthman then ordered Zaid bin Thabit, Abdullah bin Az Zubair, Said bin Al-As and Abdur 
Rahman bin Harith bin Hisham to rewrite the manuscripts in perfect copies. Uthman said to the three 
Quraishi men, "In case you disagree with Zaid bin Thabit on any point in the Quran, then write it in the 
dialect of Quraish, the Quran was revealed in their tongue." They did so, and when they had written 
many copies, 'Uthman returned the original manuscripts to Hafsa. 'Uthman sent to every Muslim 
province one copy of what they had copied, and ordered that all the other Quranic materials, whether 
written in fragmentary manuscripts or whole copies, be burnt. Zayd bin Thabit added, "A Verse from 
Surat Ahzab was missed by me when we copied the Quran and I used to hear Allah's Apostle reciting it. 
So we searched for it and found it with Khuzaima bin Thabit Al-Ansari. [That verse was]: 'Among the 
Believers are men who have been true in their covenant with Allah.'" 
 
Hafsa (ra) role was in preserving the Qur’an until she passed away 
 
Hafsa (ra) and her Worship 
Hafsa (ra) was known for her ibadah. The angel Jibreel (as) one told the Prophet saws; ‘This is your 
wife in Paradise’. 
 
Fiqha 
Hafsa (ra) was able to give fatwa’s. 
 
In the time of Umar (ra) when he was Khalifa he was not sleeping much, in the day he was dealing 
with the affairs and in the night he was checking on everything. One night he was walking around 
the medina checking on things and he heard one woman from her house reciting a poem, which 
gave the impression that she was missing her husband.  
 
Umar (ra) asked her what was the matter? She told him that she was missing her husband because 
he is on jihad, on duty for many months. Umar (ra) asked her are you thinking of committing haram. 
She replied no not at all. Umar (ra) told her to stay firm. 
 
Umar (ra) was responsible for sending the men on duty for many months so he felt he needed to do 
something. So he went to Hafsa (ra) to ask her from a womans perspective. He asked Hafsa (ra) to 
help him in this matter; ‘How long can a woman be patient for her husband’. Hafsa (ra) felt very shy 
about her father asking such a question. Umar (ra) told not to be ashamed. So Hafsa (ra) replied 
with her hands ‘3 or 4 months’. So Umar (ra) would only send the men away for 3 months at a time 
after taking the advice of his daughter.  
 
Hafsa (ra) 63 Years Old 
In in the month of Sha’ban 45H when Hafsa (ra) was 63 years old she passed away. She was the wife 
of Nabi saws, she preserved the Qur’an, she had narrated about 60 hadith and gave fatwa’s. She 
was buried in Medina in the Baqee’. 


