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Mothers of the Believers 
Sister Eman al Obaid 
Wed 14th Mar 2018 
 

Wives of the Prophet saws: 
1. Khadijah 
2. Sawda bint Zamʿa 
3. Aisha bint Abu Bakr 
4. Hafsa bint Umar (3AH) 
5. Umm Salamah 
 
Recap 
- Beauty of Umm Salamah 
- Faqiah, Alimah and Qariah 
- 2nd Hijrah 
 
Umm Salamah Alone in the Desert 
“Then the men of Banu ‘Abdul-Asad 
(my husband’s clan) gave my son back 

to me. 
 
I then prepared my camel, held my son to my chest and set out to join my husband in Madinah; and 
no one was with me and that was the most difficult situation I confronted. When I reached Tan’eem 
I met Uthman ibn Talhah of Banu ad-Dar clan.  
 
He asked me; ‘Where are you going, daughter of Abu Zaad ar-Raakib?’ 
I said; ‘I want to join my husband in Madinah!’  
He said; ‘Is anybody with you?’ 
I said; ‘No, By Allah, it is only Allah and my son that are with me.’  
And he said ‘By Allah, you shall not be left alone.’ 
 
He then held the bridle of my camel and led me off. He was a disbeliever but he took her to Madinah 
to save her honour.  
 
By Allah I have never been in a company of an Arab man more gracious than him. If he arrived at a 
place he would halt for me to rest and he would move to a nearby tree and lie down beneath it. 
When it was time to move on, he would bring forth the camel and move a bit far from me and say, 
‘Mount!’ when I had mounted and settled on the camel he would come, hold its bridle and lead me 
on until we arrived at the next halting place. He continued in this way until we arrived at Madinah.  
 
When he saw the village of Banu ‘Amar ibn ‘Awf at Quba, he said, 
‘Your husband is in this village.’ 
 
And truly Abu Salamah was residing there.” 
 
Uthman ibn Talhah later converted to Islam. Umm Salamah was reunited with her husband and 
children, Salamah, Umar, Dhurra & Zainab.  
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Uthman Ibn Talhah 
The key of the Ka’bah was with him, for he was the clan of the Banu ‘Abd-adDaar who were the 
keepers of the Ka’bah and who were the holders of its key. Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) took 
the key from them and gave it to the Prophet (peace be upon him). But the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) returned the key back to 'Uthman repeating the saying of Allah: “Verily! Allah commands that 
you should render back the trusts to those to whom they are due...” (Qur’aan 4: 58) 
 
He then told 'Uthmaan ibn Talhah, “Uthmaan take it. Today is the day of probity and fulfilment. It is 
only the unjust person that will attempt to take it away from you.” 'Uthmaan later accepted Islaam 
and he was a good Muslim. 
 
Battle of Uhud 
Abu Salamah was supporting the Prophet saws and had a position with the Prophet saws. In the 
Battle of Uhud the Prophet saws made Abu Salamah the leader. In this battle Abu Salamah was 
badly injured and then eventually the wound appeared to heal.  
 
Banu Asad 
Barely two months after the battle of Uhud the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) received 
news that Banu Asad was planning to attack the Muslims. He ordered his men to prepare for battle, 
and made Abu Salamah the Commander of the Islamic forces. The battle was won, and Banu Asad 
was crushed. The Muslims got the rich spoils of a war well fought.  
 
Abu Salamah was lying in a very serious condition when the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) came to visit him. He realized that he was approaching death, and patting his hand consoled 
him. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) prayed for him and Abu Salamah, also prayed 
and asked Allah to give his family a protector and provider like him. And he also asked Him to give 
Umm Salamah a husband who would give her neither sorrow nor hardship. 
 
After this prayer he passed away. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) closed his eyes 
with his hands. Nabi saws prayed salatal Janazah and made takbir 9 times. Nabi saws said Abu 
Salamah was worthy of a 1000 takbirs. 
 
In her grief Umm Salamah declared she would cry so much so that everyone would talk about it. 
The Prophet saws said ‘Do you want to make a house for shiatan?’ then she stopped crying. Then 
she told the Prophet saws she remembered something that Abu Salamah once told her; 
 
Abu Salamah once came to his wife, Umm Salamah and told her, 
 
“I heard a statement from the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) that is dearer to me than so 
and so. I heard him say: 
 
“No one is afflicted by a calamity and then make istirjaa (by saying innaa lillahi wa innaa ilayhi 
raaji'oon – to Allah we belong and to him we are returning) and after that say, 
 
‘O Allah! It is from you that I seek the reward of this calamity of mine. 
O Allah provide a better substitute for me’, 
 
except that Allah will give him that.” 
 
Abu Salamah Last Prayer 
Ziyad ibn Maryam narrated that Umm Salamah told Abu Salamah, 
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“I heard if the husband of a woman dies and he is one of the inhabitants of paradise and his wife did 
not remarry after him, Allah will join them together in paradise. The same thing applies to the 
man.” 
 
Abu Salamah then told his wife, “I am making a pledge with you that I will not marry after you and 
you will not marry after me.” 
 
He then asked her, “Will you obey me?” 
 
Umm Salamah said, “If I did not want to obey you I would not have consulted you.” Abu Salamah 
changed his mind and said, “If I do (die) you should remarry.” 
 
He then said, “O Allah! Provide for Umm Salamah after me a man who is better than me and who 
will not disgrace her or harm her.” 
 
Umm Salamah said, “When he died I said, ‘Who is that man that will be better than Abu Salamah?’ 
 
Umm Salamah often thought of her husband's last prayer for her and wondered who could possibly 
be better than Abu Salamah. She asked the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) what she 
should ask Allah for herself. He taught her to pray for forgiveness both for herself and for Abu 
Salamah and ask Allah to give her a better future. 
 
Umm Salamah says that she prayed thus and Allah granted her prayer. When she finished the 
prescribed period of waiting, Abu Bakr As-Siddiq sent a proposal of marriage to her, but she 
refused. Then 'Umar bin Khattab proposed and she refused him as well.  
 
Then the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) proposed. She told him that she had three 
reservations regarding his proposal.  
 
To be continued Insha Allah 


