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They said, "We have given you good tidings in truth, 
so do not be of the despairing.

Allah protects everything, even your intelligence. The protection is 
a precaution; before anything happens, you need protection. The 
human being is imperfect, has so many faults, so as a protection, 
Allah prepares you for the blessing by a glad tidings, before the 
blessing comes. So the clouds come before the rain, and the 
angels came to Ibrahim عليه السالم with the glad tidings of a 
knowledgable son. 

Even he was إمام املؤحدين, the leader for those upon the tawheed, 
Ibrahim عليه السالم was still a human being. He believed in Allah so 
strongly, he had no doubts that Allah could give him a son without 
any means. But Allah still sent the good news. 

When the angels came, he was afraid, because he didn’t know the 
were angels. This shows that human beings feel fear. So the 
angels explained the situation to him. 

What was his reaction? He was shocked, not doubting or disbelieving or despairing. He didn’t have any 
confidence in himself. The angels don’t know the unseen, they take whatever they see, and what they saw of 
the reaction of Ibrahim عليه السالم seemed as if he was rejecting 
the glad tiding, disbelieving in it. So the angels adviced him 
straight away not to despair of the blessings of Allah. The 
angels have intelligence, so they used reasoning to analyze his 
reaction, and came to the conclusion that he was doubting the 
glad tiding. 

Usually when we get 
unexpected good news, we 
are shocked, then happy, 
and stem we may attribute it 
to ourselves, saying I’m so 
lucky, I worked a hard, i 
made so much du’a. Human 
beings feel despair usually 
when they are tested with hardship and difficulty. 

When you lose hope from yourself, that is the time when the relief  comes. 
So the despair comes with the 
calamity. This is the nature of 
the human being. But the 
reaction of Ibrahim عليه السالم 

was different. He is أبو األنبياء, the father of the messengers, so his 
reaction is understandably balanced. 

Ibrahim عليه السالم was shocked, but he didn’t lose his balance. The 
glad tidings came without any means, both him and his wife were 
elderly, but look how he was preserved and protected from 
transgressing. 

َوإِذَا أَذَْقنَا النَّاَس رَْحَمًة فَرُِحوا ِبَها ۖ َوإِن 
تُِصبُْهْم َسيِّئٌَة ِبَما َقدََّمْت أَيِْديِهْم إِذَا ُهْم 

يَْقنَطُوَن 
And when We let the people taste 

mercy, they rejoice therein, but if evil 
afflicts them for what their hands have 

put forth, immediately they despair.
سورة الروم  

30:36

َوُهوَ الَِّذي يُنَزُِّل اْلَغيَْث ِمن بَْعِد َما َقنَطُوا 
َويَنُشُر رَْحَمتَُه ۚ َوُهوَ اْلوَلِيُّ اْلَحِميُد 

And it is He who sends down the 
rain after they had despaired and 
spreads His mercy. And He is the 

Protector, the Praiseworthy.
سورة الشورى  
42:28

الَّ يَْسأَُم اإْلِنَساُن ِمن ُدَعاِء 
رُّ فَيَئُوٌس  ُه الشَّ اْلَخيِْر َوإِن مَّسَّ

َقنُوٌط 
Man is not weary of 
supplication for good 

[things], but if evil touches 
him, he is hopeless and 

despairing.
سورة فصلت  

41:49



The words of the angels : فال تكن من القانطني, were a protection for Ibrahim عليه السالم. Firmness is needed at the 
time of shock and glad tidings. Sometimes you are so shocked and speechless at a completely unexpected 
blessings. Of good news, that you can’t express your happiness. We can quickly panic. Even the messengers 
needed protection. So Ibrahim عليه السالم stayed on the safe side and confirmed the good news. Ibrahim عليه 
 .took everything as a test السالم

No one can tell us this aspect of the human psychology except the Creator. Despair can come with good and 
evil. Ibrahim عليه السالم didn’t read to the blessings straight away, he made taqwa. He already had one son, 
Ismail, and had undergone many tests with him. Another son to him meant more tests. His reaction was based 
on his previous experiences. 

He said, "And who despairs of the 
mercy of his Lord except for 
those astray?" 
It is important to know that these words are spoken by Ibrahim عليه السالم, not the angels. So Ibrahim عليه السالم 
corrected the angels. The angels used their intellect, they cannot see the hearts. Ibrahim knew himself. He 
was surprised, but he didn’t despair. So he corrected them, not directly, but by making it a general statement. 
This is also a protection. When you are protected, every stone is deflected from you. We need the protection of 
Allah in our reactions. 

Mercy come from Allah. Only those who are misguided, have no knowledge about Allah, despair from His 
mercy. Knowledge is a safeguard and protection from despair. To despair from the mercy of Allah is a major 
sin. To lose lose hope that a problem in your life will be removed, and that the situation will improvement 
shows a lack of knowledge. These people will be so disappointed that they will think of ending their lives. 

The more you dwell on the problem, the stronger it becomes. The solution to despair is to acquire knowledge 
about Allah. Ibrahim عليه السالم made it clear that he did not lose hope. 


