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And  
when the 
messengers  
came to the family of Lut 

When the angels came to Lut عليه السالم, Allah calls them مرسلون, the 
messengers, although they were in the guise of handsome men, 
guests of Lut عليه السالم. They had brought the punishment. They 
first went to Ibrahim عليه السالم, gave him the glad tidings, and also 
informed him of the impending destruction of the nation of Lut عليه 
 is mentioned, because the angels عليه السالم The family of Lut .السالم
came to his household. 

He said : 
Indeed, you are 
 people unknown 

Lut عليه السالم didn’t recognize them, so he said to them that they were not known to him, that they were 
strangers. This is more polite way of saying he didn’t know them. The word منكرون comes from نََكَر, disliked. It is 
not rude to ask someone for identification when they come to your house. We teach the children that they 
should not talk to strangers, so if you don’t know, ask them. 

They 
said: 
But we 
have come to you with that about which they were disputing 

The nation of Lut عليه اسالم doubted the punishment. We know this 
because they continue with their transgression and evil actions. Those 
who indulge in their desires don’t think they will be accounted. They 
are as if in a drunken stupor, their desires overpower their intellect, so 
that their brain is disabled, and they don’t know right from wrong. 

To doubt the punishment is to feel safe from the plans of Allah, األمن من 
 This is a major sin. The punishment befalls when the people are .مكر اهلل
unaware and heedless, indulging, eating and drinking. When you are 
sinning, be fearful. 

And we 
have come 
to you with 
truth, and indeed, we are truthful 

أَفَأَِمَن أَْهُل اْلُقَرٰى أَن يَأِْتيَُهم بَأُْسنَا 
بَيَاتًا َوُهْم نَاِئُموَن 

Then, did the people of the 
cities feel secure from Our 

punishment coming to them at 
night while they were asleep?
أََوأَِمَن أَْهُل اْلُقَرٰى أَن يَأِْتيَُهم بَأُْسنَا 

ُضًحى َوُهْم يَْلَعبُوَن 
Or did the people of the cities 

feel secure from Our 
punishment coming to them in 
the morning while they were at 

play?
أَفَأَِمنُوا َمْكَر اهللَِّ ۚ فاََل يَأَْمُن َمْكَر اهللَِّ إاِلَّ 

اْلَقوُْم اْلَخاِسرُوَن 
Then did they feel secure from 
the plan of Allah ? But no one 
feels secure from the plan of 

Allah except the losing people.
سورة األعراف  
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Lut عليه السالم adviced his nation, but all the people in the nation were indulging in haram. Was it fair for Lut عليه 
 ,to suffer with them for always? No. One day, Allah would take him out. If you are surrounded with haram السالم
Allah will take you out eventually. But Lut عليه السالم could not leave ok his own, he had to remain there,  
continue with his job of advicing his nation, and wait for the victory from Allah. Lut عليه السالم knew there would 
be an end to the calamity. His nation doubted it, but he had no doubts whatsoever. Wait for the right time, 
when Allah will remove you, but don’t doubt that it will surely happen, you will not remain in the same situation 
forever. There is always an opening. But we are impatient, so we go back to the bottom of the ladder. 

Allah knew Lut عليه السالم could handle the 
situation, He never burdens His slaves 
with more than they can bear. Lut عليه 
 did not doubt that the situation السالم
would change for him, but he couldn’t 
leave until Allah commanded him to. Both 
his entrance and exit had to be truthful. 
He came to this nation by the command 
of Allah, and He would leave by His 
command too. 

The angels don’t do anything without truthful evidence. Human beings are emotional, but the angels 
obey Allah unquestioningly. All the instructions they gave to Lut عليه السالم were the truth. The haq is a higher 
level, it is truth with evidence. It is unchanging and firm. 

There are three levels of affirmation here; the angels affirm that they are saying the truth, with evidence. They 
are giving more affirmation to Lut عليه السالم than to Ibrahim عليه السالم. These instructions would not be easy for 
Lut عليه السالم. Imagine a fire alarm; you want to know whether it’s a false alarm or real before you rush outside. 
Lut عليه السالم would have believed their news even without affirmation when he found out that they were 
angels. But the protection is to not take action until you have evidence. Don’t accept only claims. 

So set out with your family 
during a portion of the night 
and follow behind them and let not anyone among  
you look back and continue on to where you are commanded 

Precautionary measures are always better. So Lut عليه 
 listened to the instructions given to him by the السالم
angels, to leave in the darkest part of the night. The 
word أسر is a command, it is derived from the word 
 to  walk, leave; it also means relief. The Night ,أسرى
Journey was a relief for the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
 from the sadness of the Year of Grief. This ,عليه وسلم
escape would be a relief for Lut عليه السالم too. The ف 
shows that this action must be taken straight away, as 
soon as possible. 

The instructions were to prepared to leave with his 
family. The word أهل also means worthy or deserving. أِهَل 
means to begin, like a crescent moon, which is called 
 So the first ones to start any goodness with are .هالل
your family members, your household. They are the 
most deserving of your smile, your time and spending, 
before anyone else. 

Lut عليه السالم was told to eave those who didn’t follow 
him, his first priority was his family. Allah knew this 



nation wouldn’t change, that there would be no tangible achievements with them. This did not mean that Lut 
 was a failure; he succeeded in his mission even though no one followed him. His family were عليه السالم
believers. He was given very precise instructions by the angels, like a fire drill, so that they would be easy to 
follow. This is protection. 

◽ The first instruction was to leave in the darkest part of the night, as if the night was cut into portions, and he 
was to leave in the time when everyone was fast asleep, not too early, nor too late. Allah could have told Lut 
 to leave in the middle of the day, because he was on the truth, but he had to take the means to be عليه السالم
safe. 

◽ Lut عليه السالم was specifically told to walk behind his family, like a shepherd, protecting them. When you go 
somewhere, you make your children walk in front of you, so that you can keep an eye on them. 

◽ No one was to be allowed to look back. Cut all feelings with the past. Don’t have any fond memories of the 
place, or any soft corner in your heart for the people. Remove all emotions from them. How? Don’t look back. 
Let go of all past experiences, good and bad. Don’t look at old pictures and become nostalgic. If you want to 
look back, look at your sins, and repent. This is protection for your heart. If you look back and see the people 
in the punishment, and feel pity for them, you will be with them in the destruction. 

When you repent and start over, you must cut off all corruptive friendship of the past, and start over. Cut all 
associations with the past. Declutter your brain, get rid all of all emotions of the past, whether sadness of 
happiness or anger. Live in the present. 

Lut عليه السالم would surely not have any fond memories of his people, but he was instructed not to look back. 

◽ Don’t turn back whatever happens, whatever you hear, or see. Go wherever you are commanded. You will 
have a guide to lead you to your next destination. 

These ayaat teach you precisely what you need to do. With Allah, your present is always better than your past. 
Move forward according to the instructions of Allah. 


