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Chapter (24) sūrat l-nūr (The Light) 

 
24:35 Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The example of His light is like a niche 
within which is a lamp, the lamp is within glass, the glass as if it were a pearly [white] star lit 
from [the oil of] a blessed olive tree, neither of the east nor of the west, whose oil would 
almost glow even if untouched by fire. Light upon light. Allah guides to His light whom He 
wills. And Allah presents examples for the people, and Allah is Knowing of all things. 
 

 
24:39 But those who disbelieved - their deeds are like a mirage in a lowland which a thirsty 
one thinks is water until, when he comes to it, he finds it is nothing but finds Allah before 
Him, and He will pay him in full his due; and Allah is swift in account. 
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24:40 Or [they are] like darknesses within an unfathomable sea which is covered by waves, 
upon which are waves, over which are clouds - darknesses, some of them upon others. When 
one puts out his hand [therein], he can hardly see it. And he to whom Allah has not granted 
light - for him there is no light. 
 

 
24:41 Do you not see that Allah is exalted by whomever is within the heavens and the earth 
and [by] the birds with wings spread [in flight]? Each [of them] has known his [means of] 
prayer and exalting [Him], and Allah is Knowing of what they do. 
 

 
24:42 And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and to Allah is the 
destination. 
 

 
24:43 Do you not see that Allah drives clouds? Then He brings them together, then He 
makes them into a mass, and you see the rain emerge from within it. And He sends down 
from the sky, mountains [of clouds] within which is hail, and He strikes with it whom He 
wills and averts it from whom He wills. The flash of its lightening almost takes away the 
eyesight. 
 

 
24:44 Allah alternates the night and the day. Indeed in that is a lesson for those who have 
vision. 
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24:45 Allah has created every [living] creature from water. And of them are those that move 
on their bellies, and of them are those that walk on two legs, and of them are those that walk 
on four. Allah creates what He wills. Indeed, Allah is over all things competent. 
 

 
24:46 We have certainly sent down distinct verses. And Allah guides whom He wills to a 
straight path. 
 
Reminders 
Imagine a life without the Qur’an, a life without the reminders. We need to make du’a – Allah swt 
changes the night into day. 

We cannot rely, trust or believe in ourselves. We need to trust Allah 
swt. It is impossible to reach to Allah swt without Him guiding you. So 
we really need Allah swt.  
 
Don’t deceive yourself, you need reminders, you need Allah swt all the 
time, at every moment. The Prophet saws is a reminder, life is full of 
reminders. The hour or two sitting in classes is not enough, your 

whole life and the decree is a big reminder. Don’t ever feel self sufficient, you can’t rely on yourself, 
you can’t rely on your age or anything. 
 
Surah al Fatiha is the Mother of the Qur’an, a dialogue between you and Allah swt. You start with 
the praises of Allah swt. Praise Allah.  

Before you ask Allah swt there is a contract between you and 
Allah swt – guide me on the straight path – this is the best 
request you can make, this is how we should be in life. 

 
We always want from Allah swt, but Allah does not always give to us. First you need to know who is 
Allah – know for yourself. I am so much in need of: 

 [All] praise is [due] to Allah, Lord of the worlds – I need Allah swt Love 

 The Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful - I am so poor of Allah swt Mercy 
I worship You but I need Your help – but you have to ask for the help – ‘Guide me on the straight 
path’.  

 
I need to keep within my boundaries - this is the fear.  
 
 

This is the contract – I worship you but I need your help. Allah 
swt right upon Him is that you worship Him, Allah swt right upon 

you is that He will help you but you need to ask Allah swt.  

 
 
Surat al Nur 
The ‘mubayyinah ayat’ are in front of my eyes, removing the covering over my eyes, removing the 
barrier in front of my heart. 
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Depends on our actions. Allah swt will make it easy for you. It 
is between you and Allah swt, there are people but you are 
dealing only with Allah swt. Allah swt is so close, Allah swt is 

between you and your secrets – Allah swt knows the sins in your heart you don’t even know about. 
 
When you make du’a what will Allah swt do? 
Guide you to the straight path - Allah swt will bring the guidance, the knowledge, you can accept it 
or reject it; you act upon it or chose not to act upon it. Depends on the truthfulness and acceptance 
in your heart. 
 
Three Groups of People 
 

- Those adhering to the guidance, they are guided. 
 

- Those on the straight path – they have knowledge but no action. They are not truthful 
because they reject the truth. 

 
- The lost, they have no knowledge and they are not following. 

 
In Surat Al Nur these three groups are mentioned as parables. 
 

1: 7 The path of those upon whom You have bestowed favour, 
 
 

1) The guided – favour and ni’amah from Allah 
Light of Allah - This is the light (guidance) in the heart of the believer and emanates in their actions 
like a lantern. 
Covered with glass – transparent and fragile, this is the heart which can become stained. It needs to 
be polished until it gleams like crystal. 
Olive Oil – the light is fuelled by the best olive oil – the fitrah – our natural state in which every baby 
is born. 
Fire / flame – is the knowledge. Knowledge in itself is a jihad. In the story of Khidr (as) & Musa (as) 
knowledge is like a fire. 
 
The nur of the lamp, the oil and the fire – Allah swt will bring the knowledge but you need to 
struggle, you need Tawbah Istighfar. Sins are a barrier on the glass. Even by just sitting we can 
commit sin so always ask Allah swt for forgiveness. Look at yourself, account yourself, judge yourself. 
 
Allah swt will guide whomever He wills to His Light. The way to Paradise is dark – only your light will 
take you there. 
 

1: 7 not of those who have evoked [Your] anger  

 
 

2) Mirage 
You are so thirsty and you can the water but when you reach the water there is no water. People do 
amal (water) but they can’t reach it – they are the Kuffar, the misguided. 

 
 or of those who are astray. 
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3) Deep Sea 
They have no knowledge but are doing the amal, there is no following. Darkness over darkness – 
there is no light. 
 
Which one do we want? 
We want the first one, the light. I don’t want this mirage or to be deep in the sea. We want the 
guidance, the light from Allah swt. 
 

1:5 It is You we worship and You we ask for help. Before 
the knowledge we need Tawbah Istighfar – then the more 

Allah swt will teach you – then the glass will be clear. Then you will have the light and then the fire. 
 
1:7 The path of those upon whom You have bestowed 

favor. Without Tawbah Istighfar you cannot go 
anywhere. 

 
Where do you find those with the light? 

- The Places  
- The Characteristic’s 

 
The Places 
 
The environment is very important – the people around us and what we do is important – is it a light 
or a barrier? 
 

the houses. People fighting in the house – actions of the people 
People reading the Qur’an in the house – this is by the permission of Allah swt, they will 
be elevated – tur’fa’a because Allah swt Name will be exalted and remembered. 

 

 
24:36 Shining out in houses of worship which Allah hath allowed to be exalted and that His name 
shall be remembered therein. Therein do offer praise to Him morning and evening. 

 
You want houses where you only praise the Name of Allah – no one else’s whether they be good or 
bad. Don’t praise other names. 
 
The Characteristic of the Places 
 
Allah swt Name is being exalted. Remember Allah swt, we need reminders. We don’t want to fail – 
we will all be winners, have good intentions. You cannot deny the blessing of Allah swt. Allah swt is 
always teaching us and we want more and more. You remembering Allah swt is by itself a remedy. 
 
24:36 Therein do offer praise to Him morning and evening. 

 
Everyone in the house is important, yourself, anyone living in the house, the servant, the cat etc. 
Allah swt favoured you with knowledge which is your safeguard. In the morning and evening; the 
starting of the day and the ending of the day are two critical times. They are the time of change and 
we don’t like change so we should negate all the imperfections 
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We need to recite the Tasbih to remove all the negativity. All of the creation is doing tasbih all the 
time however we can not only do tasbih, we can bow, prostrate, give charity. Then there will be a 
good environment in the house. 
 

 
24:37 [Are] men whom neither commerce nor sale distracts from the remembrance of Allah and 
performance of prayer and giving of zakah. They fear a Day in which the hearts and eyes will 
[fearfully] turn about - 

 
Rijal – the people of the house 
What is their description? They pray, they remember Allah swt, they do good deeds but 
they are distracted, this is not their description. Maybe I pray but I’m distracted by the 

dunya – selling and buying. They are not distracted by their desires or by the people from 
remembering Allah swt. 
 
What makes someone distracted? 
You have an exam but you remain focused because of the fear – fear of not being confident. Our 
fear is that we become a disbeliever – it can happen overnight. Shaitan tailors the shirk, the kuffar 
and nifaq for you. 
 

 
24:38 That Allah may reward them [according to] the best of what they did and increase them from 
His bounty. And Allah gives provision to whom He wills without account. 

 
When there is Ilm and Amal in the house then Allah swt will increase in giving you His favours. 
 
 
 
 


