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The story of Talut and Jalut is about the manhaj, how to follow the 
curriculum. The main thing is سمعنا وأطعنا. You must believe to follow it. Don’t 
question why, just believe and follow. 

This story is about a few people from the Bani Israeel, the leaders. 
Sometimes a person will not accept the decree of Allah. When you ask for 
things which are not ordained for you by Allah, you put yourself into a fitnah. 

The Bani Israeel asked for jihad, a worship which was not ordained for 
them. They didn’t have a king, so they asked for one, and when they got 
one, they should have faced the consequences. This was dhulm, because 
they asked for things which were not decreed for them. Now these were 

ordained for them, but they turned 
away from it. Allah made the way of 
difficulty easy for, He made it easy 
for them to turn away. Allah deals 
with people according to their hearts 
and actions.  

If things are obliged upon you by 
Allah, take them, but don’t ask for 
extra obligations. 

Their first request, jihad, was now 
made obligatory upon them. Their second request was a king. They 
asked their messenger to choose a king for them. But the messengers 
don’t do anything without the permission of Allah. 

So their messenger responded to their request, after a short time 
interval. The messenger didn’t say anything until Allah told him what to 
say. Then he answered them so precisely, with affirmation, based on 
evidence. 

⚜ When you are dealing with Allah, this is no room for being unsure or 
in doubt. The only confirmation we can make with surety, is with Allah. 
We change, our bodies and hearts change, are affected by outer 
variables. Only Allah is Constant, so we need to attach to 
Him, and adjust yourself according to Him, not according 
to any variable. Allah is الصمد, the Self-Sufficient Master, 
nothing affects Him, not praise nor dispraise. The only 
one you can be sure of is Allah, He is the Absolute Truth. 
The name Allah includes all His  other beautiful and 
perfect names; this gives you strength. 

⚜ The Bani Israeel showed their messenger respect by 
asking him to choose a king for them. But the 

َوَقاَل َلُهْم نَِبيُُّهْم إِنَّ اهللََّ َقْد بََعَث 
َلُكْم طَاُلوَت َملًِكا ۚ َقاُلوا أَنَّىٰ 
يَُكوُن َلُه امْلُْلُك َعَليْنَا َونَْحُن 

أََحقُّ ِبامْلُْلِك ِمنُْه َوَلْم يُؤَْت َسَعًة 
مَِّن امْلَاِل ۚ َقاَل إِنَّ اهللََّ اْصطَفَاهُ 
َعَليُْكْم َوزَاَدهُ بَْسطًَة ِفي اْلِعْلمِ 
َواْلِجْسمِ ۖ َواهللَُّ يُؤِْتي ُمْلَكُه َمن 

يََشاُء ۚ َواهللَُّ َواِسعٌ َعلِيٌم 
And their prophet said to 
them, "Indeed, Allah has 

sent to you Saul as a 
king." They said, "How 

can he have kingship over 
us while we are more 

worthy of kingship than 
him and he has not been 

given any measure of 
wealth?" He said, 

"Indeed, Allah has chosen 
him over you and has 

increased him abundantly 
in knowledge and stature. 

And Allah gives His 
sovereignty to whom He 

wills. And Allah is all-
Encompassing [in favor] 

and Knowing."
2:247

َوأَمَّا َمن بَِخَل َواْستَْغنَىٰ 
But as for he who withholds and 
considers himself free of need

وََكذََّب ِباْلُحْسنَىٰ 
And denies the best [reward],

رُهُ لِْلُعْسَرٰى  فََسنُيَسِّ
We will ease him toward 

difficulty
سورة الليل  

92:8-10



messenger showed perfect exaltation and magnification of Allah when he said Allah chose the king. Allah had 
already decreed their king, not because they asked for one, so don’t be deceived by thinking that this was due 
to their request. This was the plan of Allah from before they even existed; Allah knew they would ask for one. 
Allah also knew that many would fail in this test. 

⚜ Don’t attribute to yourself something that you haven’t done. You must give credit where it is due. This is 
also a form of gratitude. 

⚜ You need to be very precise with your words when trying to convince someone. The king was chosen, and 
they had to obey him. So the best way to make them take this seriously was by telling them that Allah chose 
him. This will make it easier to accept. Then if they turn away, they are the ones who are doing injustice to 
themselves. The messenger did his best. 

⚜ Now Allah announces the name of the king, Talut, then added that he was the king, putting the proverbial 
crown on his head. Talut was with them from before, they never imagined that Allah would choose him as the 
king. He was an ordinary man in their eyes. Allah gives power and authority to the person no one expects, 
according to His wisdom. All the messengers were men that no one imagined would be chosen. The test is of 
accepting and submitting to the unexpected. We guess who will win an election based on popularity, but this is 
the choice of Allah and His wisdom. 

The leaders of the Bani Israeel failed the test, by giving opinions and objections. The decree is by the wisdom 
of Allah. The messenger told them about the king whom Allah had chosen in a very convincing manner, so that 
they would accept and submit to the will of Allah, but when someone doesn’t want to be convinced, they never 
will. Instead of submitting, they straight away jumped to attack the choice. 

Allah explains how they turned away step by step. The truth is one, and the falsehood is many. The truth is 
quiet, it doesn’t need to defend itself, while the falsehood will talk a lot, trying to defend itself. The falsehood is 
weak, and needs loud pumping. Every statement they made shows their weakness. They were inspired by the 
shaitan, who makes things seem so logical, while it 
is all an illusion and deception. 

⚜ They started their rejection by objecting to the 
person given the kingship. This choice was so far 
fetched for them. They never imagined that Talut 
would be made their king, it was a great shock to 
them. Talut may have been a simple man, living 
amongst them. Instead of accepting that this was the 
choice of Allah, they judged with their minds. How 
could Talut be above them? They couldn’t believe it. 

⚜ The leaders of the Bani Israeel believed 
themselves to be the best of their nation, so they 
thought one of them would be chosen as the king. 
So they were shocked to find out that Allah had chosen a common man instead of one of them. They were so 
sure and confident that one of them would be chosen. Their arrogance was exposed when they insisted that 
they had more right to kingship than a man with no qualifications. 

This can be in any circumstances if you think you are more suited to assume a position than the one who has 
it. Allah exposes the sicknesses of your heart by putting you into situations. Allah knows you inside-out. 

The leaders of the Bani Israeel were praising themselves, ascribing purity to themselves. When the decision is 
already taken by Allah, there is need for feedback. It is all about submission. How many times have we said 
we know better in some situation which has already been decided? How many times do you say that you are 
mor worthy for a certain position, and resented the person who has usurped your position, in your estimation? 
Your worth and priority will show with your actions, you don’t need to announce it. None of us are worthy even 
of existence. Everything is a favour and mercy of Allah. If you don’t get something, don’t be indignant about it. 
We are made from clay, and Allah made us a human with flesh and blood. 

⚜ They looked down upon Talut because he wasn’t rich. This was their estimation, that a king should have 
plenty of wealth to spend upon his kingdom. But Allah gives authority according to His wisdom. So Allah gave 



the kingship to Talut, who was an ordinary man, not too rich, nor poor. Wealth is not an estimation of authority. 
Allah gives kingship to slaves too. 

They rejected Talut without giving him a chance. This rejection made matters more difficult for themselves, 
restricting them. Submission is freedom. 

The messenger didn’t leave them with their objections, he responded 
straight away. The dialogue continued, with both sides holding their position, 
like a debate. The messenger needed to clarify that this was the decision of 
Allah, so that all arguments would stop. Allah chose Talut, and there was no 
changing the command. This was another chance for them to accept the 
choice of Allah. 

⚜ The word اصطفى comes from صفى, which means pure. Allah chose the 
purest one from among them. Allah knows the hidden and the apparent, so 
He can choose the best. All the persons of authority are always the best for 
their position, even from the disbelievers. So Allah chose Talut because he 
was the best from the Bani Israeel; the leaders were not the best, Talut was better than them. 

⚜ Talut was given more knowledge and physical strength. These are important qualifications of kingship. 
Someone with less knowledge will not be able to rule wisely and make proper rules. Physical strength is also a 
requirement, because a king who is always sick and tired will not be able to defend his kingdom. Knowledge is 
an inner strength, and physical prowess is an outer strength. This is important, even for deen. Someone who 
has money but no inner and outer strength will squander his money. Success comes with hard work. The 
wealth of a sick man is used up in his illness. 

The dominion belongs to Allah, and He bestows it upon whomever He wills. 
The messenger made a healthy argument, kingship is not the choice of the 
people, but of Allah. This is easy for Allah. Talut did not ask for it, but Allah 
gave it to him with ease. Allah tests people. 

Allah knows all the hidden mysteries. He is الظاهر الباطن, the Most Visible, the Most 
Hidden. He will enlarge and stretch the provision of whomever He wills. You cannot 
encompass His decrees and actions. 

وهللا یؤتي ملكھ من یشاء 

وهللا واسع علیم  




