
The Fortress 
4 شعبان 1439
19.4.18

Indeed in that are 
signs for those who 
discern. 

We must know about the evil and how they react, so that we can be 
aware and cautious of it. The believer is not aware and ignorant. 
While most of the Sahabah asked the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
 ,about goodness, Hudhaif ibn Yaman asked about the evil عليه سلم
so that he could protect himself. 

There is no doubt 
in the news which 
Allah gives us, all 
the precise and 
detailed 
information. All 
these are signs 
leading us to 
some important 
message. Allah supports the believers, those who read the 
Qura’an, by the ayaat, which are a protection. 

These signs are recognized exclusively by those who are discerning and observant, those who examine the 
was carefully. These are the ones who will not disregard the signs, they will see them clearly. This observation 
may also come with experience, so that a mother disapproves of her daughter’s friend, feeling that something 
is not right, and is proven right in the future. The ones with discernment will learn so many lessons from the 
story of Lut عليه السالم. They will see the signs and understand the message. The hidden becomes apparent to 
them. This is protection from falling into haram, and destruction. 

The Qura’an is a refuge. This creation made of clay must be baked in the oven for it to become discerning and 
observant, so that nothing can distract them from the truth. 

And indeed, those cities are [situated] on an established road. 

Their dwellings were thrown into the
Dead Sea, not a single trace remains. In their place have 
sprung up hotels and resorts. Everyone passing by knows 
their story and their end. People take a lesson from their 
plight even though there is nothing left of them. They 
disobeyed their messenger, and disregarded his pleas, so 
they were humiliated by total annihilation. 

Indeed in that is a sign for the believers. 

All these signs are as one ayah for the believers. They don’t need 
so many ayaat to be convinced. One ayah is enough for them. A disbeliever, or 
someone who doesn’t want to believe, will require so many signs, and still won’t be 
convinced. The one who wants to will believe, and won’t misinterpret the ayaat. 

And the companions of the thicket were [also] wrongdoers. 



There is so much evil around us, and Allah informs us about it for 
our protection. In addition to the nation of Lut, Allah wants to tell 
us about another group of people, from a town full of trees. The 
presence of trees gives an impression of coolness and freshness. 
They were known by 
the abundant growth 
of trees in their town. 

Shuaib عليه السالم was 
set for two groups of 
people, the people of 
Madyan, and the 
people of Al-Aikah. 
Both were unfair in 
weights and measures. 

They took this very lightly, not seeing their mistake. This is a form of 
cheating and usurping the rights of people. 

There can be injustice in the rights of Allah, and the rights of people. 
Nothing affects Allah, but when you are unjust with people, you and they are 
affected. You must fulfill the rights of people upon you. Ask Allah for your 

rights. Don’t oppress people just because 
they didn’t give your rights. Anyone who 
usurps the rights of people is hated by 
them. Allah encourages tawbah for the 
oppressors. We may forgive but we 
cannot love the person who has wronged 
us. But with Allah, as soon as the sinner 
repents, Allah envelops him with His mercy and affection. Only Allah can do 
this. Allah will forgive His rights if He wishes, but if you have not given the 
rights of people which are upon you, you'll have to stand at Al-Qantarah on 
the Day of Judgement. 

The people of Al-Aikah were blessed by Allah, but in spite of that, they were 
unfair to people. 

So We took retribution from them, and indeed, both 
[cities] are on a clear highway 
Allah will take revenge from the oppressors, will destroy them. The oppressor always dies a very visible and 
painful death, so that people learn a lesson from their end; they are stamped. Firawn drowned and his body 
was thrown ashore, and exists to this day in a mummified state, showing his helplessness.

There are two sins which are punished in dunya. 
 disobedience to parents  عقوق الوالدين!  

 transgression and oppression  البغي!  

Don’t take the rights of people lightly. Allah doesn’t take revenge for 
Himself. People will take revenge to feel good and powerful. But Allah is 
 the Praiseworthy. His revenge is not ,الحميد the Self-Sufficient, and ,الغي

like ours, His revenge is perfect. There is no one like Allah. Allah will take revenge for those whose rights have 
been usurped. Leave your rights with Allah, He will take the perfect revenge for you. 

The glass is fragile, it’s nature cannot be changed, so it must be packed with bubble wrap so well that it cannot 
move. We are so fragile too, and our state cannot be changed, so we need the protection of the Qura’an.

The nations of Lut and Shuaib عليهما السالم were the leaders in evil. Their stories are a clear lesson for us. 

َويٌْل لِّْلُمطَفِِّفنَي 
Woe to those who give less [than 

due]
الَِّذيَن إِذَا اْكتَاُلوا َعَلى النَّاِس يَْستَوْفُوَن 

Who, when they take a measure 
from people, take in full

زَنُوُهْم يُْخِسرُوَن  َوإِذَا َكاُلوُهْم أَو وَّ
But if they give by measure or by 
weight to them, they cause loss

سورة املطففني  
83:1-3

َوُهوَ اْلَغفُوُر اْلوَُدوُد 
And He is the Forgiving, 

the Affectionate
سورة البروج  

َواْستَْغِفرُوا َربَُّكْم ثُمَّ تُوبُوا إَِليِْه 85:14
ۚ إِنَّ َربِّي رَِحيٌم َوُدوٌد 

And ask forgiveness of 
your Lord and then repent 
to Him. Indeed, my Lord 

is Merciful and 
Affectionate
سورة هود  

11:90


