
Sweetness of the Qur’an Class # 4 ()وة ا$رآن

Surah An Nisa (سورة ا.-,ء) 
Surah An Nisa is a Medani surah.  

Names of the Surah (أسمآء السورة) 
An Nisa (النسآء): meaning the women. Allah chose one of the weak group as the name 
of the surah. The one in charge needs to establish the justice and mercy in his 
household and then justice will be established in all other areas. The husband needs to 
be just and have mercy towards the wife.  
An Nisa Al Kubra (النسأء الكبرى): and Surah At Talaq is called ‘An Nisa As Sugra’ (النسآء 
  .There are many similarities between these two surahs .(الصغرى

Virtues of Surah (فضل السورة) 
It is one of the seven longest surahs of the Qur’an (احد السبع الطوال): The seven 
longest surahs of the Qur’an are Surah Al Baqarah, Surah Ale Imran, Surah An Nisa, 
Surah Al Maeda, Surah Al ‘Anam, Surah Al ‘Araf, Surah At Tawbah. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said 
the one who takes السبع الطوال he is a scholar. (من اخذ السبع الطوال فهو حبر). 

Main Theme of the Surah (املحور الرئيسي للسورة) 

The main theme of Surah An Nisa is about justice and mercy (العدل والرحمة). We need to 
be fair and at the same time we need to have mercy.  

 
-  -1



Sweetness of the Qur’an Class # 4 ()وة ا$رآن
Ayah 1-12: Types of the weak and encouragement to have mercy and justice towards 
them (انواع الضعفاء والحث على الرحمة والعدل بهم): some of the groups of weak 
mentioned in the surah are the orphans and the women. 
Ayah 13-18: The reward and the punishment (الثواب والعقاب): reward for those who 
obey Allah and punishment for those who disobey Him. The penalty for adultery is 
mentioned in this section. Reward and punishment is fundamental to establish justice 
and mercy.  
Ayah 19-33: The rights (الحقوق): are important to protect the society from injustice. This 
includes rights of the women, slaves, money and about the self.  
Ayah 34-59: The justice (العدل): this sections includes rules about the family, about 
those who are showing-off, the miser, the Jews and how we need to fulfill the covenant 
and the trust. Salah (prayer) is mentioned in the middle of this section. Allah is never 
unjust to His slaves and He brings the justice in this life.  
Ayah 60-104: Fighting in the path of Allah (سبحانه و تعالى) to protect the rights of the 
weak (القتال لضمان حقوق املستضعفني): this includes the women.  
Ayah 105-136: The command for justice (االمر بالقسط): from all aspects including by 
the tongue, not to associate partners with Allah and the Oneness of Allah. 
Ayah 137-176: The conditions of the people and their recompense (احوال الناس 
 (عليه السالم) about the hypocrites, the disbelievers and those they idolize Isa :(وجزاءهم
and about those who are guided. 
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