
Sweetness of the Qur’an Class # 5 ()وة ا$رآن

Surah Al Maeda (سورة الم-ئدة) 
Names of the Surah (أسمآء السورة) 

Al Maeda (املآئدة): meaning the table. It refers to the story of the table which is a symbol 
for fulfilling the covenant. We need to fulfill whatever we asked Allah for.  
Al Halal was Haram (الحالل والحرام): as it includes many details about the halal and 
haram. 
Al Uqood (العقود): meaning the covenant.  
Al Akhyar (األخيار): meaning the good ones. The ones who fulfill the covenant are 
among the good ones.  

Virtues of Surah (فضل السورة) 
It is one of the seven longest surahs of the Qur’an (احد السبع الطوال): The seven 
longest surahs of the Qur’an are Surah Al Baqarah, Surah Ale Imran, Surah An Nisa, 
Surah Al Maeda, Surah Al ‘Anam, Surah Al ‘Araf, Surah At Tawbah. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said 
the one who takes السبع الطوال he is a scholar. (من اخذ السبع الطوال فهو حبر). 

Main Theme of the Surah (املحور الرئيسي للسورة) 

The main theme of Surah Al Maeda is about fulfilling the covenants (الوفاء بالعقود). 
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Ayah 1-40: Protection of the deen, chastity, wealth and self (حفظ الدين و العرض و لبنفس 
 these are the four jewels and the religion protects them. There are covenants :(و املال
and contracts for protection. Fulfilling the covenant is important to protect these jewels. 

Ayah 1-6: is about fulfilling the covenants. The first matter mentioned is about 
the food because what we eat will have an impact our actions and on fulfilling 
the covenant. Ayah 6 is about purity, ghusl and tayammum. Allah completed 
the religion for us and it is a favor of Allah so that we may be grateful.  
Ayah 7-11: remember the blessings of Allah and the command to be fair.  
Ayah 12-19: some of the condition of the people for the Book and reminding 
them about the messenger and the Qur’an. Allah took a convent from them 
but they betrayed it. The one who betrays the covenant, his heart will be 
hardened. He can misinterpret and forget the reminders of Allah.  
Ayah 20-26: is about Musa with Banu Israel. The story is about entering the 
Holy land but they said they will not enter as long as there are people are 
inside. Musa made dua to separate him from the fasiqeen and they are those 
who are betraying the covenant. They are an example of those who are not 
fulfilling the covenant though Allah gave them a strong assurance.  
Ayah 27-31: is about the story of Qabil and Habil and the first crime.  
Ayah 32-34: is about killing and spreading mischief on the earth. One of the 
most important jewels to protect is the self and killing affects this jewel. 
Ayah 35: is about coming closer to good deeds.  
Ayah 36,37: is about the disbelievers. 
Ayah 38-40: is about stealing and about protection of the wealth.  

Ayah 41-86: Forbidden to take the People of the Book as awliya (close friends and 
companions) (النهي عن مواالة أهل الكتاب): taking Allah as wali will help fulfill the 
covenant and taking people of the Book as awliya, will lead to betrayal of the covenant.  

Ayah 41-43: Allah gave the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) console for what he was facing from 
the Jews & the hypocrites. He also instructs him (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) on how to deal with the 
hypocrites. Don’t take the people of the Book as close friends because they 
can affect you.  
Ayah 44-50: All the divine Books are confirming each other and the Qur’an 
abrogates all the previous Books.  
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Ayah 51-58: it is forbidden to take a non Muslim as a close friend and it is 
obligatory to take Allah, His Messenger and the believers are close friends. 
This is part of fulfilling the covenant.  
Ayah 59-76: Some of the matters the people of the Book did with their Lord 
and the shirk of the Nasara.  
Ayah 77-86: it is forbidden for the people of the Book to exaggerate in the 
religion.  

Ayah 87-108: Ayat regarding laws and rules (من آيات األحكام). 
Ayah 87-88: Allah made the halal lawful.  
Ayah 89: is about the oath.  
Ayah 90-93: matters Allah forbade- alcohol, gambling, [sacrificing on] stone 
alters [to other than Allah ], and divining arrows.  
Ayah 94-100: hunting is forbidden in the state of ihram.  
Ayah 101-105: some of the misguidance of the pre ignorant (jahiliya) times 
and how to reply to them which is a guidance for the believers.  
Ayah 106-108: about the will. All these rulings help to fulfill the covenant.  

Ayah 109-120: Revising the fulfillment of the covenants on the Day of Judgement and 
the Story of Al Maeda/Table full of food (مراجعة العقود يوم القيامة و قصة املائدة). 

Ayah 109: Allah will question the messengers on the day of judgement on 
how their people responded.  
Ayah 110-115: About Isa and the story of the table.  
Ayah 116-118: Dialogue between Allah and Isa.  
Ayah 119: Those who fulfill the covenants are the truthful ones and what Allah 
promised them.  
Ayah 120: Ability of Allah. 
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