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Surah As Saafaat ( الصافات سورة ) – Ayat 1 to 5  

Introduction   

▪ The word (الصافات) is plural for (صآف). It is derived from the word (صف) which means ‘row’. (صآف) means to be 

standing in one single straight row. So (الصافات) is to be standing in straight rows.  

Theme of the surah 

▪ The theme of Surah As Saafaat is complete submission to Allah (هلالج لج) ( هلل الكامل االستسالم ). Thus standing in a row 

shows waiting for the command of Allah (هلالج لج) so that one may submit, subhan Allah.   

▪ Surah As Saafaat mentions the description of those who submit totally to Allah (هلالج لج), but it is not mentioned in 

the verb form, but noun form. For example it doesn’t say, ‘they believe’, but ‘believers’, it doesn’t mention 

‘they do ihsan’, but ‘muhsineen’, and it doesn’t mention ‘they are sincere’, but ‘mukhliseen’. When someone 

has total submission then they will be believers, muhsineen, and mukhliseen, subhan Allah.  

▪ Another exclusive description mentioned in Surah As Saafaat and nowhere else in the Quran are (المسبحون) and 

 is referring to Yunus (المسبحين) is referring to the angels and (المسبحون) .those always doing tasbeeh – (المسبحين)

(as). Which worship can take someone out from the stomach of a whale? The worship of tasbeeh, subhan Allah. 

If Yunus (as) wasn’t among those who did tasbeeh then he would have remained in the stomach of the whale 

until the Day of Judgement.   

▪ When we’re surrounded with the decree of Allah (هلالج لج) then what can take us out? Tasbeeh and we need to push 

away all negativity.  

▪ Total submission is the truth and when there’s truth, then surely people will be divided into two groups.  

▪ So another theme of the surah is ‘Awliya Allah and the enemies of Allah’ ( هللا وأعداء هللا أولياء ). Awliya Allah 

mentioned in Surah As Saafaat are the angels and messengers. Anyone who submits totally to Allah (هلالج لج) then 

he’ll be given honor (عزة). And the greatest enemies are the shayateen and those who follow them, referring 

to those who oppose the messengers. How will Allah (هلالج لج) deal with the enemies? They will be humiliated and 

disgraced ( وصغار ذل ).  

Beginning and end of the surah 

▪ The beginning of the surah is about the angels and Allah (هلالج لج) swears by them, particularly the best of their 

characteristics. And the end of the surah is about the messengers, so both the angels and messengers are awliya 

Allah (هلالج لج) and they are honored by Him.  

▪ When a person submits to Allah (هلالج لج) then he will have peace, and this is an honor from Allah (هلالج لج). 

Ayah 1 – ( ت   ـٰ ٰٓفَّ ـٰ ا َوٱلصَّ
َصف  ًّ۬ ) (By those (angels) ranged in ranks (or rows).) 

▪ In ayat 1 to 3, Allah (هلالج لج) swears by the angels, particularly about their best form. And the descriptions are 

mentioned in a certain order that if the first description is not there, then the second and third cannot be there. 

How do we know this? Because (فَٱ) is mentioned. If there’s no (  ت ـٰ ٰٓفَّ ـٰ ) then there will be no ,(َوٱلصَّ ٲج   َرٲت  ٱلزَّ ) or 

ت  ) ـٰ ل يَ ـٰ   .(فَٱلتَّ

ا) ▪
ت   َصف  ًّ۬ ـٰ ٰٓفَّ ـٰ  all of the angels are standing in straight rows before :(.By those (angels) ranged in ranks (or rows)) (َوٱلصَّ

Allah (هلالج لج) and this shows submission in their standing. Why are they standing in rows? Because they’re waiting 
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for Allah’s command or they’re getting ready to carry out Allah’s command, subhan Allah. Imagine being ready 

for prayer and already on wudhu before the adhaan.  

Ayah 2 – ( َرٲت   ٲج  ا فَٱلزَّ َزۡجر ًّ۬ ) (By those (angels) who drive the clouds in a good way.) 

ا) ▪ ٲِجَرٲتِ  َزۡجر ً۬  means to scold and rebuke. The (َزۡجر ًّ۬ ) :(.By those (angels) who drive the clouds in a good way) (َفٱلزَّ

angels rebuke and scold those who deserve it, they are: 

o Clouds (السحاب): in order to drive them, similar to when there’s lots of traffic and an officer has to 

get the cars to start moving. If the clouds are not being ‘driven’ then they won’t move, subhan 

Allah. And this is the action of the angels assigned to them to drive the clouds. If the clouds are not 

driven then they would remain in their place and there would no distribution of rain. 

o Removal of the disbelieving and hypocrite soul at the time of death: the disbeliever’s soul doesn’t 

want to leave its body because it knows what comes after is worse, astaghfar Allah. So the angels 

scold the soul and pull it out. 

o Whatever Allah (هلالج لج) wills: there are matters which we don’t know.  

▪ There are things which Allah (هلالج لج) and the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said we need to (زجر) which is to not do it all. So we 

should do (زجر) for ourselves by not doing the haram. If you see your children doing wrong, you need to do 

 above us is telling us to do this and this is (هلالج لج) and stop them because you are responsible for them. Allah (زجر)

‘mukhliseen and muhsineen’. Imagine Ibrahim (as) had to slaughter his son Ismael (as) and they both submitted. 

We might think ‘scolding’ can hurt them, but ‘scolding’ for the truth will elevate someone and there will be 

much ‘rain’.  

Ayah 3 – ( ت   ـٰ ل يَ ـٰ ا فَٱلتَّ ۡكر  ذ  ) (By those (angels) who bring the Book and the Qur'ân from Allâh to mankind) 

ا) ▪ تِ  ِذۡكر  ـٰ لَِي ـٰ ـٰل) :(By those (angels) who bring the Book and the Qur'ân from Allâh to mankind) (َفٱلتَّ  means to follow (تَّ

the recitation, so the angels will recite Kallam Allah (هلالج لج). Thus it’s a blessing when we recite Kallam Allah (هلالج لج) 

because this is from the description of the angels.  

▪ Though how do they recite? With (ا ۡكر   with remembrance. The best remembrance is the Quran and the – (ذ 

month of Ramadan is the month of the Quran, there’s much guidance, criterion and clarity when we recite the 

Quran in Ramadan. The Quran reminds us of our Lord, His legislations, blessings and our duties towards Him. 

▪ So it’s an honor for us when we recite the Quran with remembrance.  

Ayah 4 – ( َهُكمۡ  إ نَّ  ـٰ د ًّ۬  إ لَ لََوٲح  ) (Verily your Ilâh (God) is indeed One (i.e. Allâh);) 

َهُكمۡ  لََوٲِحد ً۬ ) ▪ ـٰ  here we find the subject of the oath, so Allah :(;Verily your Ilâh (God) is indeed One (i.e. Allâh)) (إِنَّ  إِلَ

ت  ) swore by (هلالج لج) ـٰ ٰٓفَّ ـٰ َرٲت  ) ,(ٱلصَّ ٲج  ت  ) and ,(ٱلزَّ ـٰ ل يَ ـٰ   .because your ilah is One (فَٱلتَّ

▪ We need to submit totally to Allah (هلالج لج) because our ilah is One. There are three affirmations mentioned to tell 

us our ilah is One. Who is our Ilah Whom we attach to out of love and magnification? Only Allah (هلالج لج), that’s why 

we submit to Him. What causes to not submit? Because of attachments.  

▪ Ibrahim (as) had to slaughter his son to remove the attachment, and the moment he was ready to do it and 

submitted, it was said to him, ‘you have fulfilled the vision’. The moment we submit, then it will be back to 

normal, subhan Allah.  

▪ Ilah is the One Whom we attach to out of love and magnification and we devote ourselves to Him out of love, 

fear and hope. Tawheed al uloohiyah is mentioned first because all of our actions and submission should be for 

One. Who is your Ilah? 
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Ayah 5 – ( ب   َوٲت   رَّ ـٰ َم ر ق   َوَرب   بَۡينَہَُما َوَما َوٱۡۡلَۡرض   ٱلسَّ ـٰ ٱۡلَمَش ) (Lord of the heavens and of the earth, and all 

that is between them, and Lord of every point of the sun's risings) 

ِرقِ ) ▪ ـٰ َوٲتِ  َوٱۡۡلَۡرِض  َوَما َبۡيَنُہَما َوَرب   ٱۡلَمَش ـٰ َم ب   ٱلسَّ  Lord of the heavens and of the earth, and all that is between them, and) (رَّ

Lord of every point of the sun's risings): He is Our Rabb, He’s our Nurturer, Reformer and Fixer and when He 

nurtures us, it’s in order to elevate us and not break us. He nurtures us by all of His actions, by giving and 

withholding; all ups and downs are good. If we submit then we’ll be reformed, but if we don’t submit then we 

won’t be reformed. That’s why uloohiyah is mentioned first and then roobubiyah.  

▪ Allah (هلالج لج) is the Rabb of something greater than us. To reform something bigger is more difficult than to remove 

something smaller. Allah (هلالج لج) is the Rabb of the seven heavens and each heaven is greater than the one below 

it. And Allah (هلالج لج) is Rabb of whatever is in between the heavens and the earth.  

▪ Allah (هلالج لج) is also the Rabb of (  ر ق ـٰ  the places where the sun rises, subhan Allah. In other surahs is mentions  - (ٱۡلَمَش

the places of the sunrise and sunset, but in Surah As Saafaat is only mentions the places of the sunrise because 

the sun will not rise until it prostrates to Allah (هلالج لج), thus submitting to Him, and then it’s given permission to 

rise. Hadith: ( ينَ  َذر   ۡلَب ي وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّب ي   قَالَ  ُ  قُْلتُ  ." تَْذَهبُ  أَْينَ  تَْدر ي " الشَّْمسُ  َغَربَت   ح   تَْذَهبُ  فَإ نََّها " قَالَ  .أَْعلَمُ  َوَرُسولُهُ  هللاَّ

لََها، فَيُْؤَذنَ  فَتَْستَأْذ نَ  الَْعْرش ، تَْحتَ  دَ تَْسجُ  َحتَّى ) (The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) asked me at sunset, "Do you know where the sun goes (at 

the time of sunset)?" I replied, "Allah and His Apostle know better." He said, "It goes (i.e. travels) till it prostrates 

Itself underneath the Throne and takes the permission to rise again, and it is permitted) - Sahih al-Bukhari 3199.  

▪ And not only does it refer to the sun rising, but anything rising from the planets. Allah (هلالج لج) is Rabb of all these 

risings.  

May Allah (هلالج لج) make us submit to Him completely. Ameen.  


