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Mothers of the Believers 
Sister Eman al Obaid 
Wed 25th April 2018 
 

Wives of the Prophet saws: 
1. Khadijah 
2. Sawda bint Zam’a 
3. Aisha bint Abu Bakr 
4. Hafsa bint Umar (3AH) 
5. Umm Salamah 
6. Zaynab bint Jahsh 
 
Recap 
- Sister of Zaynab (ra), Hamnah bint 
Jahsh (ra)  
- Zaynab (ra) 1st husband Zayd bin 
Hartha (ra)  
 
 

Zayd bin Hartha (ra)  
 
Zayd was adopted by the Prophet saws and became known as Zayd bin Mohammed until the ayat 
below was revealed; 
 
Chapter (33) sūrat l-aḥzāb (The Combined Forces) 

 
33:5 Call them by [the names of] their fathers; it is more just in the sight of Allah. But if you do not 
know their fathers - then they are [still] your brothers in religion and those entrusted to you. And 
there is no blame upon you for that in which you have erred but [only for] what your hearts intended. 
And ever is Allah Forgiving and Merciful. 

 
Marriage of Zainab bint Jahsh (ra) to Zaid bin Harithah (ra) 
 
Because of Zaynab’s lineage many of the Quraysh asked for hand in marriage. She was confused 
about whom to marry so she asked her sister Hamnah to ask the Prophet saws whom she should 
marry.  
 
The Prophet saws didn’t like any of the proposals so he asked Hamnah which of the men who have 
proposed will teach Zaynab about Islam and the Sunnah of the Prophet saws? Marriage is not about 
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family, lineage or wealth but the Prophet saws wanted Zaynab to marry someone who will teach 
her about the religion of Islam.  
 
The Prophet saws had someone in mind who would be suitable. Hamnah (ra) asked the Prophet 
saws his opinion, whom did he think would teach Zaynab (ra) the religion. The Prophet saws replied 
Zayd bin Haratha (ra). On hearing this Hamnah (ra) got very angry.   
 
Religion and Good Manners 
 
Islam does not consider money or family when choosing a husband, in the end all that remains is the 
religion. What protects women is the religion. Not only religion by itself is enough, you need 
religion and good manners. Not all religious people have good manners. Having both religion and 
good manners is aklaq, more so than family, money or nationality. In such a society which favours 
family and wealth the Prophet saws wanted to emphasize and establish that religion and manners 
were more important.  
 
When Zaynab (ra) heard this she was stunned more so than Hamnah (ra). She told the Prophet saws 
that she was from a noble family and she was neither keen nor willing to marry a freed slave. She 
was doubtful if they could get along with each other. He answered that he had chosen Zayd for her 
and she should accept him.  
 
Zayd (ra) was very happy to hear the news that the Prophet saws wanted him to marry Zaynab (ra) 
but the Prophet saws warned Zayd (ra) that it will not be easy, don’t have high expectations as she 
may not agree to the marriage.  
 
Before Zaynab could answer the Prophet saws an ayah was revealed to the Prophet saws.  

Chapter (33) sūrat l-aḥzāb (The Combined Forces) 

33;36 It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter 
that they should have any option in their decision. And whoever disbelieves Allah and His Messenger, 
he has indeed strayed into a plane error. 
 
Wisdom 
 
The Prophet saws told Zaynab (ra) of this ayah and then she submitted and accepted – this is 
kalamullah – for sure there is some good in it, there is some wisdom behind it. The marriage may 
not last but Allah swt wants something to happen. Everything is by the will of Allah swt, entering or 
exciting a marriage, there is wisdom behind it. It is not for us to think about the wisdom, for us is to 
accept and submit to the will of Allah swt. In life the best thing is to submit to the will of Allah swt, 
this will make things easy for us. Submission is loving the command and if it goes wrong there is a 
wisdom behind it. 
 
The Prophet saws helped and financed the beginning of Zayd (ra) & Zaynab’s (ra) marriage. After 
one year the relationship between Zaynab (ra) and Zayd (ra) became strained. After the ayat 
regarding the change of name then the relationship changed. Zayd (ra) continued to be patient with 
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Zaynab (ra) but then eventually he told the Prophet saws that he wanted a divorce to avoid 
committing any sin. The Prophet saws advised Zayd (ra) not to divorce Zaynab (ra). Zayd (ra) 
accepted she was a good person but she was not good for him.  
 
Despite the Prophet saws receiving an ayah from Allah swt that he would marry Zaynab (ra), he was 
hiding it and advising Zayd (ra) to stay with Zaynab (ra) as it was not easy for the Prophet saws as 
people would talk.  
 
Chapter (33) sūrat l-aḥzāb (The Combined Forces) 

 
33:37 And [remember, O Muhammad], when you said to the one on whom Allah bestowed favour and 
you bestowed favour, "Keep your wife and fear Allah," while you concealed within yourself that which 
Allah is to disclose. And you feared the people, while Allah has more right that you fear Him. So when 
Zayd had no longer any need for her, We married her to you in order that there not be upon the 
believers any discomfort concerning the wives of their adopted sons when they no longer have need of 
them. And ever is the command of Allah accomplished. 

 
Fear Allah swt 
 
This ayah says the Prophet saws is hiding something in his heart because he feared the people. So 
we should not fear the people. People are reciting this ayah until the Day of Judgment. Allah swt 
wanted to rid the practice of adopted fathers not being able to marry the wives of their adopted 
sons.  
 
This marriage was for a reason. All the marriages of Nabi saws were for a reason. For all the decree 
of Allah swt there is a wisdom. May Allah swt keep us firm and may Allah swt make us to accept his 
decree.  
 
Zaynab bint Jahsh (ra) became the wife of Nabi saws. 
 


