
1 
 

 
Tadabbur of Surah As-Saffat 
Sister Eman al Obaid 
 

 
 

Class 14    Sunday 27th May 
 

The malaika are in rows – this is the best 
description for the angels. When we are in rows it 
means the heart is saved. The malaika are 
submitting totally to Allah swt.  
 
The prophets & messengers are submitting to 
Allah swt in rows even though they came at 
different times. Submitting totally to Allah swt is 
what makes us to be in rows.  

 
Nuh (as) and Ibrahim (as) had different lives and different challenges; their tests with the people 
were totally different but Nuh (as) & Ibrahim (as) are both the same – they completely submitted to 
Allah swt. The praise of Allah swt for all the prophets & messengers is the same. 
 
37:79 Salamun (peace) be upon Nuh (Noah) (from Us) among the 'Alamin  
37:80 Verily, thus We reward the Muhsinun 
37:81 Verily, he [Nuh (Noah) ] was one of Our believing slaves. 
 
37:109 Salamun (peace) be upon Ibrahim (Abraham)!" 
37:110 Thus indeed do We reward the Muhsinun 
37:111 Verily, he was one of Our believing slaves. 
 
37:120 Salamun (peace) be upon Musa (Moses) and Harun (Aaron)!" 
37:121 Verily, thus do We reward the Muhsinun 
37:122 Verily! They were two of Our believing slaves. 
 
37:130 Salamun (peace) be upon Ilyasin (Elias)!" 
37:131 Verily, thus do We reward the Muhsinun 
37:132 Verily, he was one of Our believing slaves. 
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Peace be upon them all, which is the safety from the punishment and the destruction; peace 
because they are ihsan; muh’sineen is the best level in the faith. Their saffat is one. 
 
Allah swt didn’t mention their prayer, or their dhikr, or their fasting which they were doing, but your 
submission and their submission is when you are facing a situation. Your submission is not only 
when you are secluding yourself in your worship. What is also important is how will you show your 
submission when facing the decree; when facing the people? 
 
Ibrahim (as) came to His Lord with ‘QALBIN SALIM’. Everyone’s submission to Allah swt is different, 
Allah swt will account you according to your heart; your heart is your submission. On the outside our 
submission is different and this is our test. What is important is your heart.  
 
Ibrahim (as) was very firm on the truth. 
"What do you worship? 
37:86 Is it falsehood [as] gods other than Allah you desire?             
They are all lies, these people really have a desire to worship the idols. 
 
SubhanaAllah, AlhamduliLLah; The most beautiful thing is the Qur’an, this is enough for us, very 
sufficient; to make us happy and satisfied with KalamAllah. 
 

37:87 Then what is your thought about the Lord of the worlds?" 

 
About the 
Lord 

The focus is on the RUBIBIYYAH. For total submission to Allah swt you need to go 
through the submission and reforming from one level to another level. You need 
to submit to Allah swt without blindly following, without companions or groups 
etc. 
 

The focus is on the ‘ILAH’ – why do you worship someone other than Allah swt. 

this is your action. Then it goes to what is behind the ‘Ilah’, ‘Your RABB’. Usually 
we talk about ‘Rabb’ first then go to ‘Ilah’, but her it is ‘Rabb’ the ‘Ilah’. 
 
So first is your action, then from your action it comes to Allah swt; ‘Who is the 
one you should worship alone?’ It is The Rabb, The Reformer, The Nurturer.  
 
After Ibrahim (as) is telling them that their idols are all lies, they are all fake; 
after putting all of this in front of the people Ibrahim (as) is asking them; ‘So 
what do you think about your Lord?’ 
 
What does this question actually mean? 
 
‘AlhamduliLlah Rabbil Alameen’, The Nurturer and The Reformer of all the 
worlds includes everything, it is not just Rabbin Nas. 

o When Allah swt is Rabbil Alameen He is the One worthy of worship.  
o When Allah swt is Rabbil Alameen He is Perfect, He doesn’t need a 

partner.  
o Allah swt is Perfect because He is taking care of all the worlds. 

 
When you believe Rabbil Alameen, The Nurturer & The Reformer is disposing the 
affairs of everyone in these worlds, then why do you associate with Allah swt 
another partner; why are your worshipping these idols?: 

- What do think?  
- Do you think Allah swt needs this?  
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37:87 Then what is your thought about the Lord of the worlds?" 
- What is the matter with you?  
- Why are you thinking like this? 

What do you think? – as if you have an idol and thinking and assuming the Allah 
swt is imperfect; Astaghfirullah, that He needs rivals or partners. What do you 
think of Allah swt, He has faults? Astagfirullah. 
 
This is how Ibrahim (as) argued with them but with ‘husna’, he made them to 
think with questions. This is being very firm with them. If I’m associating 
partners to Allah swt then I think He is imperfect. Astagfirullah. 
 
What do you think about the Greatness of Allah swt? if you magnify Allah swt 
then you will not do what you are doing. 
 
What are you thinking about Allah swt? You are thinking that there are faults; 
that He needs idols, rivals or partners. 
 
What do you think about Allah swt? Do you think that Allah swt will leave you 
to worship whatever you want to worship without the recompense, without 
accounting you, without punishing you? Do you think Allah swt will leave you 
like that? 
 
What do you think about Rabbil Alameen? Do you think Allah swt will be 
pleased with how you are acting and what you are doing? As if someone is doing 
something wrong and you want to strongly show them the ajar.  
 
Your thinking about Allah swt is either good or bad. If you think bad, that is why 
you are associating with Him another partner. If you are not Magnifying Allah 
swt, which is thinking bad, or you think there is a fault, that is why you have this 
action. 
 
If you think good about Rabbil Alameen then for sure you will not go to any 
other gods except Allah swt.  
 
Subhana Allah. You can talk about this ayah continuously, you can look at it from 
360  degrees. 

 
 

Do you think badly about Allah swt? 
 

 
What do you think about Allah swt Greatness? 
What makes people to associate another partner to Allah swt? Because you are 
not magnifying Allah swt. if you magnify Allah swt you will not do this action. 
 

 
Do you think Allah swt will leave you without the punishment? 
Allah swt is leaving you right now, but do you think Allah swt will leave you like 
that? Allah swt is giving you time. 
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37:87 Then what is your thought about the Lord of the worlds?" 
 

 
Do you think Allah swt will be pleased with your action? 
Do you think Allah swt will be pleased with you worshipping something with 
Him? 
 
All of the above is to think bad. You need to think good about your Rabb; don’t 
think negative about your Rabb. All our life is nurturing, Allah Rabb for 
everything and everybody. Allah swt takes care of everyone, Allah swt provides 
for everyone, He is the One disposing of your affairs. 
 
I need to think good about Allah swt, Allah swt is khair. This is the belief, and the 
belief is unseen.  
 
This question is for us, what do you think about your Rabb? 

 You need to think Allah swt is Perfect.  

 You need to think Allah swt is so Great; does not need a partner. 

 You need to that Allah swt will not leave you. 

 You need to think that Allah swt will not be pleased with you associating 
a partner with Him, doing shirk. 

 
You action shows whether you think good or bad about Allah swt.  

- If I don’t make du’a, if I don’t ask Allah swt I will ask somebody else so I 
am thinking bad about Allah swt. 

- If I want the provision from somebody else, not from Allah swt then I am 
thinking bad about Allah swt. 

- If I sin without repenting, I am thinking about bad about Allah swt. 
 
Ibrahim (as) told the people because of their actions of associating another 
partner to Allah swt ‘What do you think about Allah swt?’ If you are a Slave of 
Allah then you are thinking good about Allah swt. 
 
When we do any action we have to ask ourselves; ‘What do I think about Allah 
swt?’ 
Do I think Allah swt is not seeing me or hearing me; Allah swt is not perfect and 
His nurturing is not perfect. The nurturing of Allah swt includes all of His actions 
with which He deals with us. All that we go through in life are the actions of 
Allah swt, Allah swt is dealing with us. La’sim we think good about Allah swt then 
our actions will be good. This is when you submit totally to Allah swt. 
 
When Ibrhaim (as) debated with them he didn’t ask them something they would 
not be able to answer. He bought it back to something which is common ground 
to them all which is Rabbil Alameen. 
 
Ibrahim (as) wanted to break the idols to show that they cannot protect 
themselves, that they have no action. Anyone can break them. Why did Ibrahim 
(as) break the idols? To show the idols are useless, they cannot protect 
themselves. 
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37:87 Then what is your thought about the Lord of the worlds?" 
He needed to find the right moment to break the idols which was when the 
people were celebrating a festival, the people are busy and away from the idols. 
Ibrahim (as) needed a reason to stay behind. The act of breaking of the idols in 
this situation is good, it is to make them realise that their idols have no action. 
 
Ibrahim (as) plots to find a way to not go with the others. He is plotting with a 
good intention to bring the truth. Plotting with a bad intention is not good, when 
you are plotting to bring the falsehood. 
 
How does Ibrahim (as) plot? 
 

 
37:88 And he cast a look at the stars 

 
The stars 

Ibrahim (as) was not sick but he plots so that the people will leave him behind.  
 
Maybe they believe in the stars but Ibrahim (as) doesn’t believe in the stars but he 
looked up to the stars – his action meant one thing for him and meant else 
something for them.  
 
We don’t believe the stars show our future or dispose our affairs. What do we 
believe about the stars?  

- That the stars beautify the sky.  
- The stars can also be a shooting star for the shaitan, and  
- a guide for the traveller.  

Every time I look up into the sky it increases my faith. 
 

Ibrahim (as) looked at the sky when he is ‘QALBIN SALIM’. But the 
others are thinking something else when Ibrahim (as) looks up at the 

sky. Ibrahim (as) is giving an impression of something different, but not lying. 
 
 

         
a glance 

Where? At the stars. Then Ibrahim (as) says something not connected to him 
looking at the stars. 

 
37:89 And said, "Indeed, I am [about to be] ill." 

sick 

It may seem as if Ibrahim (as) is cheating but he is actually submitting to Allah swt.  
 
There is one action and one statement – looking at the stars and then saying ‘I am 
sick’ 
 
The people will not easily leave Ibrahim (as) behind as he is always speaking bad 
about the idols. But now they are worried that they will also fall sick. They are so 
convinced because Ibrahim (as) because he looked up at the stars as he told them 
that he was feeling ill. 
 
The one on falsehood will be convinced by the falsehood. A liar will quickly believe 
another lie. The one who is truthful is not convinced so easily except only with the 
truth. Like a fly goes to everything but the bee only goes to the flowers. This shows 
Ibrahim (as) submission.  

http://corpus.quran.com/wordmorphology.jsp?location=(37:89:3)
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37:90 So they turned away from him, departing. 

 
So they turned 
away 

Very quickly they are convinced that quickly came their action; quickly they 
departed.  
 
Fa – straight away they turned away. How did they turn away? 

 
departing 

By showing their backs – completely turning away. Mud'birīna is a noun so the 
emphasis is stronger – totally turned away showing their backs.  
 
Ibrahim (as) wants be alone, he doesn’t want anyone else around so that he 
can go and break the idols. But how, when he is always talking bad about the 
idols? 

- I needs a good time, when is a good time? Festival time. 
- How can I convince the people that I can’t go? I do an action which 

means something to them, but not me. 
- Then I will say ‘I feel ill’. 

 
On the Day of Judgement the people will go the messengers asking them for 
the intercession. But when they go to Ibrahim (as) he will refuse because Allah 
swt is too angry; ‘I cannot go to Allah swt because I sinned, lied.’ Ibrahim (as) 
lied 3 times but they were all for a good purpose.  
 
“Ibraaheem did not tell a lie except on three occasions: twice for the Sake of Allaah 
when he said: “I am sick," and he said: “(I have not done this but) it is the big idol that 
has done it." The (third was) that while Ibraaheem and Saarah (his wife) were going (on 
a journey) they passed by (the territory of) a tyrant, and she was the most charming 
lady. He said to her: “If this tyrant knows you are my wife, he would surely take you 
from me by force. So, if he asked you, tell him that you are my sister; and you really are 
my sister in (the religion of) Islam.” [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 

 
In Surat As Saffat Allah swt tells us about the best example being the angels. 
But then, Allah swt tell us about the messengers & the prophets who are the 
best example, which we should put in front of our eyes to see how they are 
totally submitting to Allah swt in different situations. 

 


