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The command for tasbeeh comes in the story of Zakaria عليه 
 in Surah Aal Imran. The main theme of the Surah is السالم

firmness. There are two kinds of firmness, inner and outer. The story of Zakaria عليه السالم demonstrates outer 
firmness. This story comes within the story of Maryam and Eisa عليه السالم. This story is stranger, but the 
command for tasbeeh comes to Zakaria عليه السالم. 

Zakaria عليه السالم was the guardian for Maryam, and he 
took care of her while she devoted all her time to Allah, 
worshipping in her محراب, the place of worship. She 
lived in seclusion, and Zakaria عليه السالم was charged 
with the responsibility of looking after her needs. 
Whenever Zakaria would visit her, he would find plenty 
of provisions there, so one day he asked her and she 
replied that Allah provided for her. 

This really affected Zakaria, Allah supports the 
believers. He showed Zakaria the provisions, and this 
drove him to make the du’a for a righteous and pure 
offspring. Allah sent for him a glad tiding. The angels 
came and called out to him, while he was in the place 
of worship, the mihrab, still praying. The angels gave 
him the glad tiding, but he remained firm in his worship. 

Yahya عليه السالم came, and he kept himself busy 
worshipping Allah. He had no desires for women, and 
was fully occupied with worship. He was also a 
messenger. 

Zakaria عليه السالم didn’t depend on himself, and he had 
no means to have a son, but he believed in Allah. He 
was firm in his belief that they glad tidings were from 
Allah. He was elderly, and his wife was barren, beneath 
in her youth. These were two obstacles in having a son. 
He denied his own power and strength, while he didn’t 
have any means. 

Allah decreed that he would have a son, in spite of the 
lack of means. This is not difficult for Allah. Allah does 
what He wills, even if it is miraculous, with zero means. 

When Zakaria heard this, he quickly asked for a sign, 
not because he didn’t believe in the glad tidings, but to 
have tranquility in his heart. When you are tranquil, you 
are firm and at peace. 

فَتََقبََّلَها َربَُّها ِبَقبُوٍل َحَسٍن َوأَنبَتََها نَبَاتًا َحَسنًا وََكفََّلَها زََكِريَّا 
ۖ ُكلََّما َدَخَل َعَليَْها زََكِريَّا امْلِْحرَاَب َوَجَد ِعنَدَها رِزًْقا ۖ َقاَل يَا 
ذَا ۖ َقاَلْت ُهوَ ِمْن ِعنِد اهللَِّ ۖ إِنَّ اهللََّ يَرْزُقُ َمن  َمْريَُم أَنَّىٰ َلِك هَٰ

يََشاُء ِبَغيِْر ِحَساٍب 
So her Lord accepted her with good acceptance and 
caused her to grow in a good manner and put her in 
the care of Zechariah. Every time Zechariah entered 
upon her in the prayer chamber, he found with her 

provision. He said, "O Mary, from where is this 
[coming] to you?" She said, "It is from Allah . 

Indeed, Allah provides for whom He wills without 
account."

يًَّة طَيِّبًَة ۖ  ُهنَالَِك َدَعا زََكِريَّا َربَُّه ۖ َقاَل رَبِّ َهْب لِي ِمن لَُّدنَك ذُرِّ
إِنََّك َسِميعُ الدَُّعاِء 

At that, Zechariah called upon his Lord, saying, "My 
Lord, grant me from Yourself a good offspring. 
Indeed, You are the Hearer of supplication."

رَُك  فَنَاَدتُْه امْلاََلِئَكُة َوُهوَ َقاِئٌم يَُصلِّي ِفي امْلِْحرَاِب أَنَّ اهللََّ يُبَشِّ
ِبيَْحيَىٰ ُمَصدًِّقا ِبَكلَِمٍة مَِّن اهللَِّ َوَسيًِّدا َوَحُصورًا َونَِبيًّا مَِّن 

الِِحنَي  الصَّ
So the angels called him while he was standing in 

prayer in the chamber, "Indeed, Allah gives you 
good tidings of John, confirming a word from Allah 

and [who will be] honorable, abstaining [from 
women], and a prophet from among the righteous."

َقاَل رَبِّ أَنَّىٰ يَُكوُن لِي ُغاَلٌم َوَقْد بََلَغِنيَ اْلِكبَُر َواْمرَأَِتي َعاِقٌر ۖ 
َقاَل َكذَٰلَِك اهللَُّ يَفَْعُل َما يََشاُء 

He said, "My Lord, how will I have a boy when I 
have reached old age and my wife is barren?" The 
angel said, "Such is Allah ; He does what He wills."

َقاَل رَبِّ اْجَعل لِّي آيًَة ۖ َقاَل آيَتَُك أاَلَّ تَُكلَِّم النَّاَس ثاََلثََة أَيَّامٍ إاِلَّ 
بَْكاِر  بََّك َكِثيرًا َوَسبِّحْ ِباْلَعِشيِّ َواإْلِ رَْمزًا ۗ َواذُْكر رَّ

He said, "My Lord, make for me a sign." He Said, 
"Your sign is that you will not [be able to] speak to 
the people for three days except by gesture. And 
remember your Lord much and exalt [Him with 

praise] in the evening and the morning."
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The sign that Allah gave to Zakaria was also strange. He could speak perfectly, but the sign was that he 
wouldn’t be able to communicate with the people with words, only with gestures. His tongue would be stopped 
from speaking; the means would be disabled. This was a very strange and clear sign. Allah can be given 
results without any means. The means may exist, but they only work if Allah wills. The tongue of Zakaria was 
disabled from talking, but it was guided by Allah to make tasbeeh. He couldn’t speak about the glad tiding, and 
this was protection for him, because people would either make him arrogant, or sow doubts in his mind. This is 
a lesson for us as well. When you get a glad tiding, don’t talk about it, busy yourself with remembrance of Allah  
abundantly. 

Allah is your Rabb, and He reforms you. When you say Subhaan Allah, you negate all faults and imperfections 
from Allah. Purify your mind and heart of all doubts and corruptive thoughts about Allah. This can happen when 
the news is something improbable in human calculation. Glorify Allah in the evening and the morning. Remove 
and push away all doubts that Allah can do the impossible. In the time of glad tidings, focus on remembering 
Allah. 

At the time of transition also is a time for tasbeeh, when the day changes to night, and night to day. The 
condition of the sky changes from light to dark, and from dark to light. All the creation glorifies Allah at these 
two times in particular. This will keep you firm. The One who can change the day to night and night to day can 
do anything. 

There is dawn after the dark of the night. 


