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A’raf is a boundary 
between Jannah and 
the hellfire, where 
those with an equal 
amount of sins and 
good deeds will await 
their destination. 

You must make your 
position clear in the 
battle between truth 

and falsehood. 

This Surah came at the critical time when Allah commanded the 
Messenger صلى اهلل عليه وسلم to go public with the message, and confront 
the disbelievers. 

Some people are hesitant, not sure which side to take. The believers are 
sharply defined. The disbelievers also are clearly exceeding the 
boundaries. The third group are obeying Allah, but are undecided about 
making changes and reforming themselves. The believers will be saved 
because they abstained from sins and reformed themselves, and the 
disbelievers will be destroyed. Those in the middle will be unsure how 
Allah deals with them. 

The fight for truth needs a positive move. The story of Musa عليه السالم 
tells us this. Allah met with Musa عليه السالم for 40 nights. Before he left, 
Musa عليه السالم left Harun عليه السالم in charge of the Bani Israeel in his 
absence. This was his second meeting with Allah, in which Allah gave 
him the Tawrah. 

Musa عليه السالم had been longing to meet Allah again since his last 
sudden meeting on the mountain of Tur, where Allah prepared him to 
confront Firawn. When he reached the appointed place this time, he 
requested to Allah to let him see Him. Musa عليه السالم didn’t make this 
request because he didn’t believe, but out of his love. 

We cannot see Allah in life, our eyes aren’t equipped for it. To convince 
him, Allah told him to look at the mountain, and if it could bear to look at 
Allah, he could too. When the mountain was shown a tiny glimpse of 
Allah, it imploded, completely destroyed, and Musa عليه السالم fell 
unconscious. 

We must have this intense longing to meet Allah, not anyone else. Shirk 
can come with thoughts and words too. 

When Musa عليه السالم gained consciousness, he made tasbeeh before he 
asked for forgiveness. So Musa عليه السالم purified any thought of Allah 
which didn’t suit His Majesty. He realized his mistake and he repented 
because he had misbehaved with Allah by his request. 

Only Allah is the Rabb, the One who disposes of our affairs. Don’t attach to anyone but Allah, with love and 
magnifying, and with all the worship of the heart, such as tawakkul. Attribute all perfections to Allah. A sin is not 

َوَواَعْدنَا ُموَسىٰ ثاََلِثنَي َليَْلًة 
َوأَتَْمْمنَاَها ِبَعْشٍر فَتَمَّ ِميَقاُت َربِِّه 
أَْربَِعنَي َليَْلًة ۚ َوَقاَل ُموَسىٰ أِلَِخيِه 

َهاُروَن اْخُلفِْني ِفي َقوِْمي 
َوأَْصلِحْ واََل تَتَِّبعْ َسِبيَل 

امْلُفِْسِديَن 
And We made an 

appointment with Moses for 
thirty nights and perfected 
them by [the addition of] 

ten; so the term of his Lord 
was completed as forty 

nights. And Moses said to 
his brother Aaron, "Take my 

place among my people, 
do right [by them], and do 
not follow the way of the 

corrupters."
َا َجاَء ُموَسىٰ مِلِيَقاِتنَا وََكلََّمُه  َوملَّ
َربُُّه َقاَل رَبِّ أَرِِني أَنظُْر إَِليَْك ۚ َقاَل 
َلن تَرَاِني َولَِٰكِن انظُْر إَِلى اْلَجبَِل 
فَِإِن اْستََقرَّ َمَكانَُه فََسوَْف تَرَاِني ۚ 
ا  ا تََجلَّىٰ َربُُّه لِْلَجبَِل َجَعَلُه َدكًّ فََلمَّ
ا أَفَاقَ  َوَخرَّ ُموَسىٰ َصِعًقا ۚ فََلمَّ

ُل  َقاَل ُسبَْحانََك تُبُْت إَِليَْك َوأَنَا أَوَّ
امْلُؤِْمِننَي 

And when Moses arrived at 
Our appointed time and his 
Lord spoke to him, he said, 

"My Lord, show me 
[Yourself] that I may look at 
You." [ Allah ] said, "You will 
not see Me, but look at the 

mountain; if it should 
remain in place, then you 
will see Me." But when his 

Lord appeared to the 
mountain, He rendered it 

level, and Moses fell 
unconscious. And when he 
awoke, he said, "Exalted 

are You! I have repented to 
You, and I am the first of 

the believers."
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only stealing and killing etc, it can also be behaving in a manner which doesn’t suit the Majesty of Allah. 

A mistake is not always bad, it is beneficial because it brings things into the open. It is always good to return to 
Allah. Our faith needs constant renewal. So correct your relationship with Allah with tasbeeh, pushing all the 
bad thoughts and actions away. We learn from Musa to make reform on the spot with tasbeeh. Detect the fault 
and fix it right away. We don’t know which good deed will take us to Jannah, so repent quickly and renew your 
faith with tasbeeh, 

Take the commands and warnings of Allah with a good heart, with acceptance and submission. Be grateful for 
the change to repent before you die. 


