
Sweetness of the Qur’an Class # 8 ()وة ا$رآن

Surah At Tawbah (سورة ا.و,ة) 
Names of the Surah (أسمآء السورة) 

At Tawbah (التوبة): the command to repent (االمر بالتوبة). Allah loves the people to 
repent to Him and He does not want to punish them 
Bara'a (براءة): meaning freedom. The surah began by it (بدأت بالبراءة).  
Al Muqashqisha (املقشقشة): freeing the person from hypocrisy and shirk (املخلصة التي 
 When one reads this surah it is as if the light comes .(تخلص صاحبها من النفاق والشرك
and the clouds are removed making one realize that he needs to repent to Allah. 
Al Faadiha (الفاضحة): it is exposing the hypocrites (فضحت املنافقني) for them to repent.  
Al Muba’thira (املبعثرة): all their sins of the hypocrites are clearly exposed and come to 
the surface (بعثرت مساوئهم). 
Al Bahooth (البحوث): searching the hearts of the hypocrites and disbelievers (بحثت في 
 .(قلوب املنافقني
Al Mudamdima (املدمدمة): the destruction as it is a means for the destruction of the 
mushrikeen and hypocrites (املهلكة النها سبب لهالك املشركني).  

Virtues of Surah (فضل السورة) 
It is one of the seven longest surahs of the Qur’an (احد السبع الطوال): The seven 
longest surahs of the Qur’an are Surah Al Baqarah, Surah Ale Imran, Surah An Nisa, 
Surah Al Maeda, Surah Al ‘Anam, Surah Al ‘Araf and Surah At Tawbah. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 
said the one who takes السبع الطوال he is a scholar. (من اخذ السبع الطوال فهو حبر). 

Main Theme of the Surah (املحور الرئيسي للسورة) 

The main theme of Surah At Tawbah is freedom from the disbelievers and opening the 
door of repentance (الـــبراءة  مـــن املشـــركـــني وفـــتح بـــاب الـــتوبـــة). Though the surah has strong, 
severe ayat, the name of the surah is At Tawbah because the purpose of the severity is 
to push the person to repent to Allah and not to delay the repentance. The feeling of 
repentance is a broken and shattered heart filled with remorse and regret.   
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Relation between the beginning of the surah and the 

end of the surah (موافقة أول السورة آلخرها) 

The surah starts strongly by declaring freedom from the mushrikeen. In the end of the 
surah Allah says to tell the mushrikeen and those who turn away that Allah is sufficient 
against the mushrikeen. Rely on Him alone when facing the them.  

Beginning of surah:  
Freedom from the mushrikeen and 

fighting those who turn away  
 (البراءة من املشركني وبقتال الذين تولوا)

End of surah:  
Turning away from the mushrikeen; those who 
turn away and relying on Allah  (االعراض عن 

 (املشركني الذين تولوا واالستعانة باهلل

Highlights of the Surah 

Relation between the Muslims and the mushrikeen 
Free your heart from them (التبرؤ منهم قلبا). 
Fulfill the covenant with them (وفاء العهود): while freeing your heart from 
them. 
Call them to the truth (دعوتهم الى الحق): using the best means. 
Make them feel safe from you (اعطاء االمان): do not start fighting the 
mushrikeen. 
Don’t fight those who are good and submitting to the Muslims (ترك قتال من 
 .(خضع للمسلمني
Fighting the stubborn ones (قتال املعاندين) : those who show enmity and are 
stopping from the way to Allah. 

Importance of fighting in the path of Allah, encouraging to it and warning from being 
discouraged and heavy to do it (أهمية الجهاد في سبيل اهلل والترغيب فيه  والترهيب من 
 Jihad is not a personal decision. It needs to be under the authority and the :(التثاقل عنه
conditions of jihad must be followed.   
Crime of hypocrisy and hypocrites (جرم النفاق واملنافقني): it is worse than the 
mushrikeen because the hypocrites look like Muslims and you feel safe from them but 
in their heart they have other reasons. They will be in the lowest part of Hellfire. They 
destroy society from within.  
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Repentance (التوبة): Repentance is not only for one group of people. Different types of 
repentance are mentioned in the surah: 

Repentance of the mushrikeen who fight (توبة املشركني املحاربني): Allah does 
not want to punish the people, He opened the door of repentance to all (Ayah 
5,10, 15). 
Repentance of the weak believers (توبة املؤمنني املتخاذلني): who are not going 
to the battle when everyone else is going. (Ayah 24,27). Attachment of the 
duniya is the reason why a believer would not struggle in the path of Allah. 
Repentance from not relying on Allah (توبة من عدم التوكل على اهلل): (Ayah 27).  
Repentance of the hypocrites and apostates (توبة املنافقني واملرتدين): (Ayah 74).  
Repentance of those who hesitate (توبة املرتددين): even those who are hesitant 
to follow the truth have to repent (Ayah 102). 
Repentance of Allah for His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)  and the believers (توبة اهلل على 
 (Ayah 117) .(رسوله واملؤمنني
Repentance of (توبة املتخلفني): these are the three who did not join the Battle 
of Tabuk.  They admitted their mistake and repented to Allah  (Ayah 118). 

This shows everyone needs repentance. The word (تــــــــــــــــــوبــــــــــــــــــة) including its derivatives are 
mentioned 17 times in this surah. There are so many strong warnings in the surah and by 
these Allah is pushing us to the door of repentance.   

The sequence of the Qur’an is beautiful. We open the Qur’an with Surah Al Fatihah by asking 
Allah to guide us. Then, in Surah Al Baqarah He gives us the curriculum- we need to obey the 
curriculum واطــــــــــــــــــعـــنـــا ســــــــــــــــــمـــعـــنـــا   and not be like the people of the cow by asking too many 
questions. Then we need to be firm on the curriculum and that is in Surah Ale Imran. After 
firmness, we need to focus on the bigger picture so Surah An Nisa is about being just and fair  
in society while having mercy. Then Surah Al Maeda is about the covenant and contracts- 
though we need mercy and justice in society, everything needs to be written. After making 
the contract, we need to renew the faith and strengthen the aqeedah from inside and 
outside with Surah Al An’am. Then Surah Al ‘Araf is about those in the middle who did not 
make a positive move in their life. We need to remember Al ‘Araf, Al Meethaq (the covenant) 
and Al Meethaaq (the appointment). Surah Al Anfal is about the victory and what makes us 
not have victory is the booty. Then finally the set of seven long surahs (الســــــــــــــــبع الــــــــــــــــطوال) ends 
with Surah At Tawbah. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said the one who takes السبع الطوال is a scholar.  
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