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Surah Saad ( ص سورة ) – Ayat 23 to 24 

Ayah 23 –   َذا إِن نِي أَْكفِْلنِيَها فَقَالَ  َواِحَدة   نَْعَجة   َولِيَ  نَْعَجة   َوتِْسع ونَ  تِْسع   لَه   أَِخي َهَٰ اْلِخطَابِ  فِي َوَعز   

Verily, this my brother has ninety-nine ewes, while I have (only) one ewe, and he says: "Hand it over 

to me, and he overpowered me in speech." 

▪ In this case, witnesses are not needed because both parties are present. When judging it’s important to give 

attention to both parties. Also Dawud (عليه السالم) is responsible and he didn’t turn them away despite them 

coming while he was in worship. They climbed the wall because they wanted justice between them and Dawud 

 ,accommodated them. It was a case regarding a goat and someone might think this is insignificant (عليه السالم)

but a person needs to be considerate and not underestimate the issue. If it wasn’t important for them then 

they wouldn’t have climbed the wall, subhan Allah.  

▪ Dawud (عليه السالم) understood their intention was good and clear, and not to misbehave with him. He didn’t 

feel discomfort from their words despite it not being acceptable for them to tell him what to do because he 

knew their intention was for the truth. By telling him to judge fairly is an accusation that he doesn’t judge fairly 

in other times, subhan Allah, though he overlooked this. Dawud (عليه السالم) wanted to make a judgement and 

not prolong the case.  

▪ There were two people, one who had 99 goats and the other had one goat. The one who had one goat spoke 

because he’s being told by the other party to give away his goat so he’s in the ‘lower-hand’ position.  

▪ He said, ‘my brother’ and this shows conflict happens with those who are mixing more with one another 

because they know each other’s weakness. They could be real brothers or brothers in the religion. This shows 

they’re in conflict but there’s no hatred between them.  

▪ The one with one goat spoke and said, ‘the one with 99 goats told me to give him my one goat and he’ll take 

care of it’. Someone with 99 goats and is able to maintain them can surely take on one more. (أَْكفِْلنِيَها) means 

to be responsible or ‘sponsor’ it.  

▪ He further said, ‘the one with 99 goats ( نِي اْلِخطَابِ  فِي َعز  ) which means he eloquently convinced me to do it by 

his talk’.  This shows there are people who are convincing in talking that they ultimately make others do what 

they want; they’re very pressuring. This scenario exists to this day with those wanting things quickly and those 

who are more methodical and slower in doing things.  

▪ Dawud (عليه السالم) didn’t need to listen to the other party because there’s no objection from the other party 

and the second party was already present.    

Ayah 24 –  ََؤالِ  ظَلََمكَ  لَقَدْ  قَال ا َوإِن    ۖنَِعاِجهِ  إِلَىَٰ  نَْعَجتِكَ  بِس  نَ  َكثِير  لَطَاءِ  مِّ ه مْ  لَيَْبِغي اْلخ   َوَعِمل وا آَمن وا ال ِذينَ  إِّل   بَْعض   َعلَىَٰ  بَْعض 

الَِحاتِ  ا َوقَلِيل   الص  ود   َوظَن    ۗه مْ  م  ۩ َوأَنَابَ  َراِكع ا َوَخر   َرب ه   فَاْستَْغفَرَ  فَتَن اه   أَن َما َداو   

[Dawud (David)] said: "He has wronged you in demanding your ewe in addition to his ewes. And, 

verily, many partners oppress one another, except those who believe and do righteous good deeds, 

and they are few." And Dawud (David) guessed that We have tried him and he sought Forgiveness 

of his Lord, and he fell down prostrate and turned (to Allah) in repentance. 

▪ Dawud (عليه السالم) said the party with 99 goats has wronged the party with one goat because the party with 99 

goats shouldn’t be asking for one goat in the first place. So Dawud (عليه السالم) went to the root of the problem 

which is asking for what others have. He didn’t go to the result or consequence of giving, but of asking in the 

first place. For example when there’s sickness, a person targets the virus which is the root of the problem and 
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not the entire body. A person needs to be happy with what he has, but the moment he stretches his eyes and 

looks at what others have then he will transgress. 

▪ Then Dawud (عليه السالم) said a general statement: ( ا َوإِن   نَ  َكثِير  لَطَاءِ  مِّ ه مْ  لَيَْبِغي اْلخ  بَْعض   َعلَىَٰ  بَْعض  ) verily many of 

those who mingle and mix with one another (such as in business, studies, and the like) transgress against one 

another. This is something to be expected when there are no boundaries. And without boundaries we will see 

the ugliness of each other because no one is perfect, thus having boundaries is protection.  

▪ No one is perfect except Allah (هلالج لج) so we long to come closer to Him, but the moment we try to come closer to 

something imperfect such as people then the more we’ll repel from one another. When we know each other’s 

faults then we will not forget them until the Day of Judgement, but when we come closer to Allah (هلالج لج) and 

return back to Him then He will forgive us.  

▪ Who will not transgress? ( الَِحاتِ  َوَعِمل وا آَمن وا ال ِذينَ  إِّل   ا ل  َوقَلِي الص  ه مْ  م  ): those who believe and do righteous good 

deeds, and this is only a few. When a person’s goal is low then he will transgress against others, but when a 

person’s goal is high and it’s ikhlas then he will not transgress.  

▪ After this, someone might assume he has done his job by making a valid judgement and going back to as he 

was doing before. Though Dawud (عليه السالم) came back to Allah (هلالج لج) with a different worship; he sought 

forgiveness from Him.  

▪ ( ود   َوظَن   فَتَن اه   أَن َما َداو  ): after making judgement then he thought ‘that was a test’. So he didn’t go in with the 

mindset of being tested, but he only realized it afterwards. And this is teaching us that anything that comes to 

us is a test, regardless of whether it’s during ‘office hours’ or outside. Sometimes a test comes to our house, 

even while we’re in worship. What did Dawud (عليه السالم) do? 

1. ( َرب ه   فَاْستَْغفَرَ  ): He sought forgiveness from Allah (هلالج لج) though he didn’t commit an apparent sin 

except that he didn’t realize it was a test, subhan Allah. It’s not about getting 100% on the exam, 

but about returning back to Allah (هلالج لج).  

2. ( َراِكع ا َوَخر   ): then he fell down in prostration magnifying Allah (هلالج لج) 

  .he didn’t argue ,(هلالج لج) and he returned back to Allah :(َوأَنَابَ ) .3

▪ No matter what we do, we’re always making mistakes even we don’t realize it.  

Benefits: 

▪ The one in charge of judgement cannot close his doors because it’s part of his responsibility.  

▪ Dawud’s test came in the time of worship and not in ‘office hours’. Thus a person cannot choose when he will 

be tested.  

▪ Dawud (عليه السالم) returned back to Allah (هلالج لج) and his level was higher than before. So he was tested in order to 

be elevated.  

May Allah (هلالج لج) make us among those who always return back to Him and realize we are always being tested. Ameen.  

 


