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Surah Saad ( ص سورة ) – Ayat 30 to 32 

Ayah 30 – اب   إِنَّهُ   ۖاْلَعْبدُ  نِْعمَ   ُۚسلَْيَمانَ  لَِداُوودَ  َوَوَهْبنَا أَوَّ  

And to Dawud (David) We gave Sulaiman (Solomon). How excellent (a) slave! Verily, he was ever 

oft-returning in repentance (to Us)! 

▪ When a person remembers then he will return back to the truth, and here we find the best examples. Allah (هلالج لج) 

gifted Dawud (عليه السالم) with Suleiman (عليه السالم). This means righteous children are a gift from Allah (هلالج لج) and 

one should make dua asking Allah (هلالج لج): Surah Al Furqan 74: ( يَّاتِنَا أَْزَواِجنَا ِمنْ  لَنَا َهبْ  َربَّنَا ةَ  َوُذرِّ إَِماًما لِْلُمتَّقِينَ  َواْجَعلْنَا أَْعيُن   قُرَّ ) 

("Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives and our offspring who will be the comfort of our eyes, and make us 

leaders for the Muttaqun"). Thus we should not feel jealous or proud because children are a gift from Allah (هلالج لج).  

▪ Before mentioning the details of the story, Allah (هلالج لج) praises Suleiman (عليه السالم). He says: ( اب   إِنَّهُ   ۖ اْلَعْبدُ  نِْعمَ  أَوَّ ) 

How excellent is the slave, verily he’s oft-returning. This is to remove any doubts before and while reading the 

story.  

▪ By praising Suleiman (عليه السالم), He is also praising the father Dawud (عليه السالم). The best praise is when 

someone is a slave of Allah (هلالج لج). And an excellent slave is when he returns to Allah (هلالج لج) in all his conditions and 

affairs. When he receives something, he returns with gratitude, when he sins he returns with seeking 

forgiveness, when afflicted he returns with patience, he returns with reliance, belief, glorifying Allah (هلالج لج), and 

depending on Him. A person should not feel self-sufficient and ‘split’ from Allah (هلالج لج), astaghfar Allah.  

▪ It’s a praised character when we return back to Allah (هلالج لج), unlike human beings who get fed up when others 

always return back to them.  

▪ From this ayah we learn when we see a good quality in others then we should acknowledge it and not disregard 

it. And if there’s something negative then one should address it so the other person may return. Next we will 

see how Suleiman (عليه السالم) returned back to Allah (هلالج لج). 

Ayah 31 –  ْافِنَاتُ  بِاْلَعِشيِّ  َعلَْيهِ  ُعِرضَ  إِذ اْلِجيَادُ  الصَّ  

When there were displayed before him, in the afternoon, well trained horses of the highest breed. 

▪ Before sunset, there was something displayed before Suleiman (عليه السالم). With Dawud (عليه السالم), before 

sunset is a time of glorification and tasbeeh. What was displayed to Suleiman (عليه السالم)? Something which he 

liked – ( افِنَاتُ  اْلِجيَادُ  الصَّ ) – horses in their best form and appearance while standing and running, subhan Allah. 

Their specific way of standing was ( ُافِنَات  which is standing on three legs with one foot raised and then they (الصَّ

would run ( ُاْلِجيَاد), then stand again. Horses are a beautiful and praised animal which even the Prophet (pbuh) 

encouraged to learn riding it. 

▪ The horses were being displayed before Suleiman (عليه السالم) and he was enjoying looking at them which 

distracted him from remembering Allah (هلالج لج). This shows a fitna can come from something within, such as 

something we like. Recall excellent is he as a slave because it’s not about making a mistake but returning back 

to Allah (هلالج لج).  

Ayah 32 –  َبِاْلِحَجابِ  تََواَرتْ  َحتَّى   َربِّي ِذْكرِ  َعن اْلَخْيرِ  ُحبَّ  أَْحبَْبتُ  إِنِّي فَقَال  

And he said: "Alas! I did love the good (these horses) instead of remembering my Lord (in my 'Asr 

prayer)" till the time was over, and (the sun) had hidden in the veil (of night). 
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▪ What is the start of repentance? When a person admits to his fault. Suleiman (عليه السالم) said: (  ُحبَّ  أَْحبَْبتُ  إِنِّي

 .I preferred the love of goodness (horses in this case) from remembering my Lord :(اْلَخْيرِ  َعن ِذْكرِ  َربِّي

▪ Remembrance of Allah (هلالج لج) is happiness and turning away from remembering Him is a difficult life.  

▪ Suleiman (عليه السالم) was distracted from remembering his Lord ( بِاْلِحَجابِ  تََواَرتْ  َحتَّى   ): until the sun set and 

disappeared. That period of time is a golden time to remember Allah (هلالج لج) and not to be distracted from 

something which we like.    

May Allah (هلالج لج) make us among those who always return back to Him. Ameen.  

 


