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Tadabbur of Surah As-Saffat 
Sister Eman al Obaid 
 

 
 

Class 20    Thursday 31st May 
 
Allah swt mentions Ibrahim (as), then about his 
son Ismail (as) and then Ishaq (as).  
 
Ayat 114 to 122 is about Musa (as) & Haroun (as). 
 
The submission of the prophets & messengers is 
different according to their situation. But no 
matter what they are going through, whatever 
their challenges & difficulties they are all 
Muh’sineen, Ibad Al Allah, Mu’mineen and Allah 
swt gave them a good reputation. Everyone is 
unique in their struggle but in the end if you 

submit in your situation, then you will be among the Muh’sineen, the Mu’mineen.  
 
What did Allah swt say about Musa & Haroun? 
Firstly they had to deal with Fir’awn. Then afterwards it was about the book and the Bani Israel. 
Musa made a du’a, so Harun (as) is an invocation of Musa. But in Surat As Saffat Allah swt joined 
them both together and favoured them both.  
 

37:114 And We did certainly confer favour upon Moses and Aaron. 

 
We conferred 
favour 

Walaqad is confirmation. Allah bestowed a favour upon Musa (as) and Harun 
(as). 
 
The verb mana – you give something, something which you cannot put any 
value on it, a huge blessing which you cannot return.  
 
What is the favour? 
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37:114 And We did certainly confer favour upon Moses and Aaron. 
Prophet hood. When Allah swt chose them as prophets 
and messengers, this by itself is a great favour which you 

cannot return. 
 
When you call people to Allah swt this is also a great favour 
from Allah swt. When by any means Allah swt makes you 

close to Him, this is a great favour from Allah swt.  
 
In the Qur’an there is a special favour called ‘The favour of Allah swt’. All of 
this, you cannot pay it back, you cannot give back something in return. Allah Al 
Manan – The One Who Give Favours. 
 
Allah swt favoured all the Messengers and the Prophets but for Musa (as) in 
particular Allah swt mentions this.  
 
What is the favour upon Musa (as) & Harun (as)? 
 

o And We saved both of them 
o And We helped them, 
o And We gave both of them the 
Book 
o And We guided both of them 

 
In the Qur’an every prophet is described differently. With Ibrahim (as) there is 
a lot of detail because of his submission, the decree, the commands. With 
Musa (as) it is mentioned the favour so we have to remember the favours upon 
us from Allah swt. 

 
37:115 And We saved them and their people from the great affliction, 

 
And We saved 
both of them 

They were both saved from Fir’awn.  
 
Waqawmahumā - They were saved and the Bani Israel were also saved. 
 
What did Allah swt save them from? 

  
The great 
distress 

They were in great distress in the time of Fir’awn. It is a ‘karb il azim’. 
 
37:76 And We rescued him and his family from the great distress (i.e. 
drowning), 
 
Karbi al Azim is also mentioned for Nuh (as) as it is a great distress when there 
is  oppression by the disbelievers. Allah swt bought the flood and only the 
believers were saved. 
 
Fir’awn oppressed the people by killing the ‘male’ children and making the 
women do humiliating jobs. Musa (as) and Harun (as) escaped but were 
followed by the Fir’awn’s army. Only Allah swt can you save you from ‘karbi al 
azim’ and it is a great favour. 

 
 
 

http://corpus.quran.com/wordmorphology.jsp?location=(37:115:4)
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37:116 And We supported them so it was they who overcame. 

 
And We helped 
them, 

Maybe you are being saved but not getting the victory. They got the victory 
 
Where is the victory? 
 

 
The victors 

Musa (as) & Harun (as) did not fight Fir’awn. So the victory does not just come 
when you win a fight. 
 
The disbelievers were hoping for victory when they burned Ibrahim (as), but he 
had the victory in the end when Allah swt changed the fire.  
 
For Musa (as) & Harun (as) the victory is; 

 When they are saved and  

 When Allah swt drowned Fir’awn in the Red Sea 
There are two ways of victory. For your enemy to be destroyed;  

o Whether the destruction of the enemy is in your hands (i.e. destroying 
the idols) or  

o the destruction of your enemy is when Allah swt brings the 
punishment. 

 
For Musa (as) & Harun (as) they got the power without fighting the enemy 
because sometimes your enemy is so powerful, so how will you confront them.  
 
When the stick turned into a snake, this by itself is the victory. But they were 
under oppression until Allah swt drowned Fir’awn. When Allah swt drowned 
Fir’awn this was a victory for Musa (as) & Harun (as) and their people.  
 
They saw Fir’awn drowning with their own eyes and they also saw the body of 
Fir’awn – that is also the victory. You get the victory with the patience as well.  
 
For Ibrahim (as) is the test of the submission. For Musa (as) & Harun (as) is the 
favour from Allah swt. 
 
First Allah swt gave them the favour with the prophet hood. You need Allah 
swt to save you from any great distress. Allah swt himself is giving you the 
victory even if it is not in your hands. 
 
Ga la ba – to overcome. Fir’awn had the strength in his army. Musa (as), Harun 
(as) & the Bani Israel are weak but Allah swt gave the victory to the weak, even 
if the strong are behind the weak. 
 
44:25 How many of gardens and springs that they [Fir'aun's (Pharaoh) 
people] left behind, 
44:26 And green crops (fields) and goodly places, 
44:27 And comforts of life wherein they used to take delight! 
44:28 Thus (it was)! And We made other people inherit them (i.e. We 
made the Children of Israel to inherit the kingdom of Egypt). 
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37:117 And We gave them the explicit Scripture, 

 
And We gave 
both of them 

Both of them were given the Taurat 

 
The Book 

The Taurat is a book and it is clear 

 
The clear 

There is so much clarification in the Taurat. After the Qur’an the Torah is the 
next most clear book. There are a lot of details and admonitions which is a big 
favour upon Musa (as) & Harun (as). This is a big blessing from Allah swt. 
 
Mustabana – to clarify. Everything is in the book so it is easy to follow, easy to 
submit. When you count the favours of Allah swt, you will submit and 
surrender to Allah swt. 

 
37:118 And We guided them on the straight path. 

 
And We guided 
both of them 

In 37:116 it was plural. Here it is ‘dual’. There is no preposition – which means 
Allah swt guided them both, Musa (as) & Harun (as) and  

- guided them to show them the way   
- how to do it during the way 

You may be guided to the ‘way’ but not during the ‘way’. Allah swt taught them 
and guided them to act upon it until they reached their destination.  
 
Chapter (1) sūrat l-fātiḥah (The Opening) 
1:6 Guide us to the straight path – 
Guide us to the straight path and during the straight path. When Allah swt 
prescribed to them the guidance and the rules in the Taurat it is 
straightforward, and will take them to the destination. And Allah swt favouring 
them to adhere and to take that path as well. Maybe you will be guided to the 
map, but there is no guidance to follow this map.  
 
Allah swt favoured them to follow this book. 

 
(to) the path 

Sirat is a path. But a ‘tariq’ is something different. The path is vast, wide but a 
moderate way. There is no crookedness in it. Very straight forward. It is vast 
for whomever holds onto it. For the one not holding onto it, it will be very tight 
and difficult.  

 
The straight 

There is no exaggeration or extremism; it is not difficult or crooked.  
 
The guidance to the straight path and during the straight path is a big favour 
from Allah swt. 
 
The submission is harder when there are obstacles. Ibrahim (as) confronted the 
people. Musa (as) & Harun (as) were saved, they were given victory from Allah 
swt from an enemy behind them.  
 
The one out of the straight path will be lost, so how will they submit. From this 
you learn that to get a book, a clear book is a favour from Allah swt. Allah swt 
favoured you with this because then you submit when it is clear. You don’t 
have any confusion or doubts. Allah swt sent the book to clarify. 
 

http://corpus.quran.com/wordmorphology.jsp?location=(37:118:2)
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The prophets and messengers are poor and in need of guidance. We need to 
always ask Allah swt for the guidance, we cannot depend on our intelligence, 
our strength or our experience. Whomever we are, we need the guidance from 
Allah swt; even if we can see the guidance we still ‘ihdinas siratil mustaqeen’. 
 
I know it is the straight path, I know I should take it, but I’m not taking it; or I 
don’t know it. We are all ‘fakir’ in need of asking Allah swt for the guidance. 
 
This is the submission but as a ‘favour’ from Allah swt. Allah swt favoured us 
with everything. Allah swt is giving us a different way of submission. Just 
submit to the favours. 

 
37:119 And We left for them [favourable mention] among later generations: 

 
For later 
generations 

The challenges of Ibrahim (as) and Musa & Harun (as) are different but the end 
is the same. 
 
They will have a good praise and reputation from the people afterwards. Allah 
swt will make their reputation to remain.  

 
37:120 "Peace upon Moses and Aaron." 

 
Peace be 

Peace from the difficulties, dispraise, and harm. There is peace upon them in 
the dunya and the akhirah. Nothing can overcome this ‘peace’. They are not 
influenced by the people or by difficulties. 

 
37:121 Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good. 

 
The good-doers 

Both of them were among the good doers. In worshipping Allah swt they were 
Muh’sineen. They were ihsan in all their dealings. 

 
37:122 Indeed, they were of Our believing servants. 

 
believing 

To be a Slave of Allah and to believe in Allah swt, then a muh’sineen, then Allah 
swt will give you the peace, then Allah swt will give the Taraqna fil akhirah. 
 
This is all a sequence, your faith is important, your actions are important. And 
Allah swt will give the ‘peace’ and the ‘taraqna’. It is important not to get 
influenced, not to be changed, but to be submitting to Allah swt in your 
situation.  

 
You have Nuh (as), Ibrahim (as) and Musa (as) & Harun (as) all of them different but the same. All of 
them different in what they have but this how we learn from it. But all of them are in submission and 
Allah swt will give them the peace, the recompense and the good reputation.  
 

http://corpus.quran.com/wordmorphology.jsp?location=(37:119:4)
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