Sweetness of the Qur’an

Class # 24

Surah An Noor
Surah An Noor is a Medani surah with 64 ayat.

(ﻮر-)ﺳﻮرة ا

ﺮآن$)(وة ا

Name of the Surah ()أسمآء السورة
An Noor ()النور: meaning the light because the Divine rules from Allah are a source of
light for the society ()قوانني النور االلهي. Without rules society would be in darkness.
These rules are regarding:
Principles ()بالقيم
Dealing with people ()التعامل
Manners ()االخالق

Main Theme of the Surah ()املحور الرئيسي للسورة
The main theme of Surah An Noor is that the legislation of Allah is a light for the society
()شرع اهلل هو نور املجتمع. It is also about modesty and chastity ()الستر والعفاف. Modesty
is a branch from the branches of faith.
Topics of the Surah
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Ayah 1-26:Legislative penalties ()الحدود الشرعية. These are very strong penalties for
those who violate the rules. This shows that the rules should not be taken lightly. If the
rules are not strictly followed then there will be darkness. Penalties for zina (adultery),
slander of wife, slandering of Aisha and recompense of slander in the akhirah.

Ayah 27-34: Social manners ()اداب اجتماعية. Society needs rules for its enlightenment
and protection. This section includes rules for entering people’s home because without
this rule anybody can enter another person’s house at anytime. This is an important
rule to cover and to guard. The next rule is to guard the chastity by lowering the gaze.
Both men and women need to lower their gaze and protect themselves by covering
their beauty. This applies more to the women because they are the source of the beauty.
Another rule that protects the society from immorality is marriage. Ayah 32-34 is about
the marriage.
Ayah 35-38: The Light of Allah and the virtue and reward for building the masjid (نور
)اهلل وفضل وجزاء عمار املساجد. The light of Allah is found in His masajid- the places for
the remembrance of Allah. This section also includes the description of the people in
the masajid.
Ayah 39,40: Parable for the deeds of the disbelievers ()مثل اعمال الكافرين: there are
two parables; one about a mirage and other one about darkness inside the water. It is
all about deception- they do good deeds but they are deceiving themselves.
Ayah 41-46: Ability of Allah ()مظاهر قدرة اهلل.
Ayah 47-50: Stance of the hypocrites with the signs of Allah ()موقف املنافقني من آيات اهلل:
This surah focuses about dealing with people. A source of darkness in the societies are
the hypocrites.
Ayah 51-54 :Believer obey the rules of Allah while the hypocrites belie them (طاعة
)املؤمنون لحكم اهلل وكذب املنافقني. Allah sent rules and manners to be followed. The
believers are the ones who follow the rules of Allah. The hypocrites claim that they
follow the rules but they are liars as they are betraying the rules of Allah.
Ayah 55- 57: The way of Allah with His slaves ()سنة اهلل في العباد.
Ayah 58-63 Social manners ()اداب اجتماعية: about the houses and how to deal with the
Prophet ()ﷺ. Covering, modesty and protecting the chastity is a central theme in the
surah.
Ayah 64: Dominion of Allah and His Ability ()ملك اهلل وقدرته. Allah is the One Who put all
the rules, He is able to do everything and encompasses everything by His knowledge.
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Highlights of the Surah
Through this surah Allah freed Aisha ( )رضى اهلل عنهاfrom the incident of her slander.
Sources of light in the society include:
Abstaining from spreading rumors.
Lowering the gaze.
Women covering and guarding her beauty except to her maharim.
Encouraging boys and girls for marriage.
Taking permission to enter homes.
Protecting yourself from following the steps of shaithan.
Hospitality.
Reforming of the society starts at an individual level in the masjid through the prayer.
Prayer is a light for the person and also for the society.

ِ َ اج َع ْل ِفي
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ً
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ِ
ِ
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ْ ورا َو
ْ ورا َو
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ً ُاج َع ْل م ْن فَ ْوقي ن
ً ُاج َع ْل م ْن تَ ْح ِتي ن
ً ُص ِري ن
ِ
ِ ِ
َ اج َع ْل
ورا
ْ ورا َو
ْ ورا َو
َ ورا َو َع ْن َي
ً ُخ ْل ِفي ن
ً ُاج َع ْل أ َ َمامي ن
ً ُسا ِري ن
ً َُيميني ن
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ
ورا
ْ َو
ً ُورا َو أ َ ْعط ْم لي ن
ً ُاج َع ْل في نَفْسي ن
Allaahummaj’al fee qalbee nooraa wa fee lisaanee nooraa waj’al fee sam’ee nooraa waj’al fee
baSaree nooraa waj’al min taHtee nooraa waj’al min fawqee nooraa wa ‘an yameenee nooraa
wa ‘an yasaaree nooraa waj’al amaamee nooraa waj’al khalfee nooraa waj’al fee nafsee
nooraa wa a’DHim lee nooraa.
“O Allah, make light in my heart and light on my tongue, and make light in my hearing, and
make light in my sight, and make light below me, and make light above me, light on my
right, light on my left, make light in front of me, make light behind me; place light in my
soul and make light abundant for me.” (An-Nasaa'i, 1121)
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